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Miyet named U.N. peacekeeping head 

PARIS (.AFP ) - U N Secretary Geoeral Kofi Annan 
has named French diplomat Bernard Miyet as head of 
peacekeefnng operations, the French foreign ministry 
said Tuesday. Mr. Miyet, 50, cuirenUy Paris' repre- 
sentative to the organisation for Security and Coop- 
eration^ Europe (OSCE), will succeed Mr. Annin 
himself who held the post before being elected U.N. 
chief in December. In another appointment, Polish 
Brigadier-General Boleslaw Izydorczyk is to replace 
Jordanian General Hasan Abaza as head of the UN 
military observer force in the Republic of Tajikistan] 
U.N- Security Council President Hi shashi Owada 
confirmed the appointment in a letter to Mr. Annan, 
released Tuesday. The United Nations has deployed a 
total 44 military observers from nine countries in 
Tajikistan, where they have been monitoring fragile 
peace accords since December 1994. 
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UAE accuses Iran of territorial violation 

ABU DHABI (AFP) — The United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
accused Tehran on Tuesday of violating its territorial waters 
when an Iranian navy ship entered the area to tow a small 
cargo ship. Foreign Ministry acting Under-Secretary Saif 
Saeed summoned Iranian Ambassador Hussein Sadeld and 
handed him a protest over the Jan. 1 9 incident, the official 
news agency WAM reported. "The protest letter demanded 
thai such violations oral unjustified behaviour not be 
repeated as they adversely affect relations between the two 
Muslim neighbours,” the agency said. "It also asked Iran to 
comply with international norms and the principles of good 
neighbourhood which governs their relations" The agency- 
said an Iranian navy vessel entered the UAE’s territorial 
waters to tow a small ship carrying cars, cement and other 
building materials. It did not say where the incident 
occurral and the agency did not identify the boar. 
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King receives 
get-well calls 


Ml 
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AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein on 
Tuesday received phone 
calls from several Arab and 
foreign leaders congratu- 
lating him on the success- 
ful knee surgery he under- 
went three days ago. 
Irw.. Among those calling the 


"J-v, 
'■""vim ^ 


i 1 1 : • 1 


’•P'l.ll 

■ cr* 

-sht l& ’ 
11 "i 1 i.. t 

k 


(i ■ i. <i 


Ii'U'.Isi' 

P«> 

Ll'llip/i 

M.m> 1 «i.,|.. IvUrt.-.f? 
n-'"] ilu.’i 
Ml> 
m.Un 
lllCi 


'i .hi 


v. 1 1 


life 
■ x undat 

vk-phjii. w 

; »' ‘He 

pN'ilim 


aiigv 


King were Saudi King 
Fahd Ben Abdul Aziz, the 
presidents of Venezuela 
and Colombia as well as 
Saudi Arabia’s Second 
Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister of Defence of 
Prince Sultan Ben Abdul 
Aziz. The leaders congrat- 
ulated the King and wished 
him a speedy recovery and 
continued good health. 

Swedish official 
to visit Jordan 
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STOCKHOLM (AFP) — 
Swedish Under-Secretary 
of State Jan Eliasson will 
visit Jordan on Jan. 30-31 
for talks with Crown Prince 
Hassan and Prime Minister 
Abdul Karim Kabariti, the 
foreign mini stry annou- 
nced on Tuesday. Mr. 
Eliasson will then make a 
l *L'% brief visit to Lebanon 

* 3 - mi 


Cii* munis faithful 

to Mirnanifs 


to 

mark the opening of the 
Swedish embassy in 
Beirut. While there, he will 
also have talks with For- 
eign Minister Fares Bouez, 
among others. 

) 

Sister of Saudi 
monarch dies 

RIYADH <AP)— A sister 
of Saudi. Arabia’s King 
Fahd died Monday, a royal 
court Statement said. 
Shaikhs Bint Abdul Aziz 
Ben Abdul Rahman A1 
Saud was 82. The state- 
ment, carried by the offi- 
cial Saudi Press Agency, 
did not give a reason for 
her death. It said she would 
be buried Tuesday after 
midday prayers at Riyadh’s 
main Imam Turiri Mosque. 
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Mubarak to meet 
^ Chirac in Paris 

f 

PARIS (R) — Egyptian 

; President Hosni Mubarak 
will visit Paris on Monday 
for talks on the Middle East 
peace process with French 
President Jacques Chirac, 
Me Chirac’s office said on 
Tuesday. Mr. Mubarak will 
visit France after attending 
the world economic forum 
in Davos, Switzerland, at 
the weekend. The two lead- 
ers will meet at Mr. 
Chirac's Elysee Palace at 
3.30 pjn. (1430 GMT). Mr. 
Chirac’s spokeswoman 
Catherine Colonna said the 
meeting would give the 
two leaders a chance to dis- 
cuss the Middle East after 
last week’s Israeli pullout 
from most of Hebron. 

Belgium gives $10m 
to Palestinians 


GAZA CITY (AFP) - Bel- 
gium signed a deal Tuesday 
to provide the Palestinians 
$10 million in aid to build 
hospitals and electrical net- 
works during a visit by its 
Foreign Minister Erik 
Derycke here. Belgium’s 
Secretary of State for 
Cooperation Reginald 
Moreels signed the deal 
with his Palestinian coun- 
terpart Nabil Shaath after 
talks with Mr. Derycke in 
Gaza City. Mr. Shaath said 
the package would provide 
$3 million to build hospi- 
tals in the Gaza Strip and 
another S7 million to 
extend electricity to rural 
areas around the West 
Bank ' self-rule area of 
Nablus. Mr. Derycke met 
the previous evening with 
Palestinian President Yass- 
er Arafat, who after the 
talks warned that the Pales- 
tinians were “on the red 
line of starvation” after 
n^rly a year under a crip- 
pling Israeli closure. 


Jordan, PNA agree to give 

new push to economic ties 

Arafat briefs King and Prince 
Hassan on Palestinian moves 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan and 
the Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) on Tues- 
day discussed bilateral rela- 
tions and agreed to reacti- 
vate the work of joint com- 
mittees, particularly in the 
area of economic coopera- 
tion. 

The discussions and deri- 
sions came during talks 
Palestinian President Yass- 
er Arafat held here with His 
Majesty King Hussein, His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, Prime Min- 
ister Abdul Karim Kabariti 
and senior officials. 

King Hussein, who 
received Mr. Arafat at A1 
Nadwa Palace, reaffirmed 
Jordan’s support for the 
Palestinian people and their 
struggle to regain their 
legitimate rights on their 
national soil, the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, said. 

Crown Prince Hassan and 
Mr. Arafat, who flew back 
to the Gaza Strip after the 


talks, discussed the latest 
developments in the Middle 
East peace process with 
particular focus on the 
Palestinian-Israeli track 
after the recent signing of 
the Hebron agreement, 
Petra said. 

The Crown Prince and 
Mr. Arafat also reviewed 
Jordan] an- Palestinian coo- 
peration in various areas 
and agreed to relaunch 
meetings of the two sides 
after the ‘Eid A1 Fitr holi- 
days, Petra said. 

According to Omar Khat- 
ib, the Palestinian ambas- 
sador to Jordan, Mr. Arafat 
also discussed the Palestin- 
ian quest to set up air and 
sea ports in the Gaza Strip 
and to open a safe passage 
between the Mediterranean 
strip and die West Bank as 
called for in the interim 
autonomy agreements 
signed between Israel and 
the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO). 

“The Jordanian side was 
briefed on our quest to open 
negotiations with Israel 


early next month to specifi- 
cally discuss the airport and 
the port in Gaza and the 
safe passage.” Mr. Khatib 
told the Associated Press. 

Israel and the Palestinians 
have been arguing over 
security arrangements at 
the airport, but Palestinian 
officials have said the 
Israelis are really blocking 
opening of the airport as a 
means of pressuring the 
PNA in negotiations. 

Mr. Khatib said both sides 
also agreed on continuous 
consultation through an 
existing joint committee 
rather than forming a new 
one to provide guidance to 
the Palestinians in negotia- 
tions with Israel. 

Mr. Khatib, who attended 
Mr. Arafat’s three-hour 
talks here, said the PNA 
president also discussed 
Israeli troop withdrawals 
from rural areas of the West 
Bank and the final shape of 

(Continued on page 7) 


Palestinians vow to ignore 
ban on building in Hebron 


HEBRON (AFP) — Pales- 
tinian officials said Tues- 
day they would ignore 
‘illegal” orders by the 
Israeli army banning Pales- 
tinian construction in parts 
of the Israeli-controlled 
zone of this divided city. 

General Uzi Dayan, army 
commander for the West 
Bank, issued orders on 
Sunday barring building 
and renovations in Palestin- 
ian houses near Jewish set- 
tlements in the Old City “to 
prevent a security risk to 
settlers,” an army spoke- 
sman said. 

The order also specified 
an end to building “which 
has already been started.” 

“These orders are illegal 
and infringe on the powers 
of the Hebron municipality 
and the Palestinian Nation- 
al Authority,” Hebron 
Mayor Mustapha Natshe 
told AFP. 


“This is a violation of the 
Hebron agreement which 
gives us civilian powers in 
the Old City. I will give 
orders that building and 
renovation continue,” Mr. 
Natshe said. 

The ban would stop reno- 
vation efforts in some 122 
Palestinian houses in the 
Old City, he added. 

The issue of building in 
the Israeli zone is one of the 
most sensitive under in the 
Hebron handover imple- 
mented on Jan. 17, which 
left Israeli forces in around 
a fifth of the city to protect 
some 450 Jewish settlers 
living there. 

Under the Hebron deal 
sealed two days before the 
handover, the Palestinian 
National Authority holds 
civilian authority over 
building and property laws 
in the Israeli zone, except 
over Jewish property. 


But after Israeli fears of 
sniper attacks on Jewish 
enclaves in the heart of the 
Old City, Palestinians must 
coordinate with the army 
over any new building 
more than two stories tall 
near the settlements. 

But the Hebron deal spec- 
ifies that the limitation does 
not apply on “new con- 
struction or renovation that 
has already been appro- 
ved.” Palestinians have 
stepped up renovations in 
the past year to prevent 
Jewish settlers from seizing 
empty neighbouring houses 
in a bid to expand their 
enclaves. Since the Hebron 
handover, settlers have 
vowed a campaign of new 
building. 

Some 20,000 of Hebron's 
total 120.000 Palestinian 
residents live in the Israeli- 
controlled sector of the 
West Bank city. 


Probe begins into Israeli 
scandal; Bar-On sues TV 


TEL AVIV ( AP) — The man 
at the centre of an alleged 
influence- trading scam in 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu’s office said Tues- 
day he had filed a slander 
complaint against the televi- 
sion station that made the alle- 
gations. 

Roni Bar-On. who resigned 
as attorney general after one 
day in office earlier this 
month, was questioned by 
police Tuesday about his 
involvement in the alleged 

affair. As he left a Tel Aviv 
police station, Mr. Bar-On 
said he had filed' a formal 
criminal complaint against the 
director general of fee Israel 
Broadcasting Authority (IBA) 
and the reporter who broad- 
cast the story. 

“I accused them of slan- 
der," he told reporters. 

Under Israeli law, slander is 
both a criminal and civil 
offence. Authorities will now 
investigate the complaint and 
decide whether to file charges. 

The IBA’s Channel One 
television, citing anonymous 
sources, reported last week 


that Mr. Bar-On’s appoint- 
ment was pan of a deal 
between senior officials in Mr. 
Netanyahu’s office and the 
ultra-orthodox Sbas Party, 
which holds a deciding vote in 
Mr. Netanyahu's coalition 
govemmenL 

According to the report, 
Shas agreed to vote in favour 
of the Hebron troop redeploy- 
ment deal if Mr. Bar-On was 
appointed attorney general. 
The station said Mr. Bar-On, 
in turn, agreed to drop a case 
against Shas leader Ary eh 
Deri, who is standing trial on 
embezzlement and fraud 
charges. Mr. Netanyahu said 
he knew nothing about such a 
deal and called for a police 
investigation, which opened 
Sunday. 

“If the investigation is 
quick, efficient, without 
favouritism, without politici- 
sation, free from tendentious 
attacks or all sorts of gossip 
— but going straight to the 
truth, I will be the first to wel- 
come it, and I was the fust to 
call for it,” Mr. Netanyahu 
told Israel’s army radio on 


Tuesday. 

Mr. Deri has also denied the 
existence of a deal Mr. Bar- 
On, an activist in Mr. 
Netanyahu’s Likud Party, 
ended up resigning after one 
day amid criticism that he was 
a judicial lightweight chosen 
for his political connections. 

The television station has so 
far refused to reveal its 
sources. The Israeli newspa- 
per Haaretz said Tuesday that 
police believe the station has 
transcripts of tapes made 
secretly by one of the people 
involved in the affair. 

A police source told the 
Associated Press that there is 
no new evidence or indepen- 
dent testimony yet to support 
the television repon. 

Also questioned Tuesday 
were two lawyers close to Mr. 
Netanyahu, David Shimron . 
and Yitzhak Molho. 

“What I can tell you is that 
I came here to fulfill my civic 
duty to give testimony. What 
can I do?” Mr. Molho, told 
reporters outside the national 
fraud unit in Jaffa near Tel 
Aviv. 



Palestinian President Yasser Arafat kisses His Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan as he is received by the Crown Prince, Prime Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti and other officials upon his arrival in Amman on Tuesday (photo by 
Yousef Allan) 

Israeli rightist deputies said 
amenable to return of Golan 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Four right-wing members 
of Israel's parliament came 
out in favour Tuesday of 
returning the Golan Heights 
to Syria in exchange for a 
peace accord. 

The four, three from 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu’s Likud bloc 
and another frog the Gesh- 
er party of Foreign Minister 
David Levy, explained that 
Israel has no ideological 
reasons for keeping the 
strategic plateau that Syria 
demands in exchange for 
the opening of diplomatic 
relations. 

One of the four, the hawk- 
ish Rubi Rivlin of Likud, 
told Israel Radio that an 
agreement with Syria could 
be based on the 1979 Camp 
David accords with Egypt 
in which Israel agreed to 
return the Sinai peninsula. 

“We need to go to them to 
talk about peace without 
conditions," Mr. Rivlin 
said. “If the strategy of the 
Syrians will be peace, we 
need to talk without pre- 
conditions and about the 
questions of peace and one 


of the questions is the 
Golan Heights.” 

Mr. Rivlin and Gesher 
Deputy Michael Kleiner 
said their support for 
returning the Golan would 
be conditional on the gov- 
ernment resisting demands 
that it give up large parts of 
the West Bank to the Pales- 
tinians. 

The Israeli-Syrian peace 
process has been dead- 
locked over Mr. 
Netanyahu’s refusal to 
accept the principle of a 
withdrawal from the Golan 
in exchange for peace as a 
starting point for resuming 
negotiations which have 
been frozen since last Feb- 
ruary. 

Mr. Netanyahu on Mon- 
day voiced unusual opti- 
mism about the possibility 
for renewing the negotia- 
tions with Syria. 

“I am convinced that 
there is a chance we will 
find a formula that will per- 
mit the resumption of direct 
dialogue,” he said. “This 
government is interested in 
reopening the talks with 
Syria. I guess that with the 


goodwill from all sides and 
with help from the United 
States, we will reach this.” 

“We will know very soon 
if the negotiations are going 
to resume or not,” Mr. 
Netanyahu said, without 
elaborating. But Finance 
Minister Dan Meridor was 
more downbeat on Tues- 
day, warning that “there is 
still a big gj|p between our 
positions for opening nego- 
tiations.” 

Israeli Internal Security 
Minister Avigdor Kahalani. 
head of the Third Way 
Party that sits in Mr. 
Netanyahu's coalition, 
insisted the government 
would not give up the 
Golan Heights. 

“1 don't want to close the 
way to peace,” Mr. Kaha- 
lani told Israel Radio. “But 
we need to go the way that 
will allow us to keep our 
citizens there ... It's very 
important that before the 
elections you say things 
you will do after the elec- 
tions.” 

Mr. Kahalani was refer- 

( Continued on page 7) 


UNSCOM 
says Iraq 
has to do 
more to 
satisfy it 

BAGHDAD (R) — The 
discovery in Iraq of four 
wrecked missile engines 
has not satisfied the United 
Nations that Iraq has 
destroyed all of its banned 
rockets, a U.N. arms offi- 
cial in Baghdad said on 
Tuesday. 

“They (the engines) may 
close some of the gap but 
will not resolve all our con- 
cerns." Roger Knight, 
assistant director of Bagh- 
dad's Ongoing Monitoring 
and Verification (OMV) 
Centre, told Reuters. 

A U.N. ballistic missile 
team spent three weeks in 
Baghdad this month super- 
vising Iraqi digs of sites 
where the Iraqis said they 
had unilaterally destroyed 
and buried a large number 
of their long-range mis- 
siles. 

Mr. Knight said the team 
of 10 "expens under 
Frenchman Michael Bor- 
din left Baghdad on Jan. 
25. 

Under terms that ended 
the 1991 Gulf war over 
Kuwait, Iraq is obliged to 
destroy missiles with 
ranges greater than 150 
kilometres. 

The U.N. Special Com- 
mission (UNSCOM) over- 
seeing destruction of all 
such Iraqi missiles in addi- 
tion to its nuclear, biologi- 
cal and chemical arms says 
it still suspects that Iraq has 
not yet come clean on its 
banned rockets. 

Mr. Knight said Iraqis 
used bulldozers and other 
earth-moving equipment in 
latest digs for missile parts. 
“ Four engines and other 
components were 

unearthed," he said. 

He said the excavations, 
the first on such a large- 
scale in search of banned 
weapons, were carried out 
as part of an Iraqi initiative 
to tty to substantiate claims 
that all its banned missiles 
were destroyed. 


GCC panel 
meets on 
dispute 

JEDDAH (AFP) — Four 
Gulf Arab foreign ministers 
were meeting Tuesday night 
in Saudi Arabia to discuss 
fee dispute between Qatar 
and Bahrain, a Gulf Cooper- 
ation Council (GCC) offi- 
cial said. 

“The four-way committee 
will meet late Tuesday in 
Jeddah without the Qatari 
and Bahraini foreign minis- 
ters,” the officials said. The 
committee is comprised of 
the other four GCC mem- 
bers: Chairman Saudi Ara- 
bia, Kuwait, Oman and the 
United Arab Emirates. 

The official said that 
“Qatar and Bahrain opposed 
a draft for an accord” to nor- 
malise their relations, which 
are tense because of a terri- 
torial conflict. 

The Omani minister of 
state for foreign affairs, 
Yousef Ben Ala wi , said 
Tuesday in Muscat before 
leaving for Jeddah that 
“Bahrain and Qatar won’t 
participate in the four-way 
committee meeting" 

Mr. Ben Alawi said the 
committee's foreign minis- 
ters would review “recent 
contacts with Qatar and 
Bahrain before announcing 
the next stage for clearing 
the air between the two 
countries.” 


Sudan says its forces advance 
in east, assails U.S. statement 


KHARTOUM (Agencies) 
— The Sudanese govern- 
ment said on Tuesday the 
army was advancing 
against the forces which 
attacked in the east of the 
country two weeks ago. 

Sudan is also sending out 
more envoys to try to per- 
suade other countries that it 
is the victim of Ethiopian 
and Eritrean aggression, 
rather than under attack by 
internal rebels. 

In Cairo, the Arab League 
said it opposed any foreign 
intervention in Sudan but 
failed identify which coun- 
tries it might have in mind. 

Secretary General Esmat 
Abdel Meguid made the 
remark during a meeting 
with Sudan’s Ambassador 
to Egypt Ahmad A1 Tayeb 
AJ KordofanL who is also 
his country’s delegate to the 
Arab League. 

‘Hie secretary general 
stressed the need to estab- 
lish security in Sudan and 
the importance of neigh- 
bouring countries respect- 
ing the principle of non- 
interference. in the internal 
affairs of others,” a state- 
ment said. 

But the statement foil 
short of blaming any coun- 
try for the fighting that 
erupted in eastern Sudan 
earlier this month, during 
which Sudanese rebels cap- 
tured two border towns. 


Addis Ababa and Asmara 
have denied any involve- 
ment. 

Sudan’s main opposition 
figure, Mohammad Osman 
A1 Mirghani, said on Tues- 
day in Abu Dhabi that gov- 
ernment allegations that 
Ethiopia and Eritrea were 
backing an opposition 
offensive launched earlier 
this month were “lies.” 

The governor of Blue 
Nile state, the scene of the 
heaviest fighting since a 
rebel offensive began on 
Jan. 12. was quoted on 
Tuesday as saying the 
Ethiopian forces and their 
Sudanese rebel allies were 
now in retreat. 

‘The Ethiopian... forces 
and the remnants of the out- 
laws retreated in the face of 
the counterattack." Gover- 
nor Babakir Jaber Kabalo 
told the official news 
agency SUNA. 

“Fighting calmed down 
on Monday on all battle- 
fronts as the armed forces 
and the people's defence 
forces continued their 
onward ad vance... The army 
is pressing ahead with rein- 
forcements to bring the bat- 
tle to a decisive conclu- 
sion.” he added. 

But he gave no details of 
military operations and 
added little to previous 
Sudanese government state- 
ments. 


The rebels of the National 
Democratic Alliance 
(NDA). which says it alone 
is responsible for the fight- 
ing, has also gone quiet 
about military events, sug- 
gesting stalemate in the 
field. 

The Islamist government 
in Khartoum insists it is 
fighting foreign invaders 
but except in a few Arab 
states, most governments 
are not taking this claim 
seriously. 

Vice-President A1 Zubeir 
Mohammad Saleh, who 
earlier this month explained 
Khartoum’s view of the 
conflict in Egypt. Saudi 
Arabia, Qatar and Syria, 
was to leave on an Asian 
tour later on Tuesday, offi- 
cial sources said. 

Federal Rule Minister Ali 
A1 Haj Mohammad has 
gone to southern Africa on 
a similar mission “to 
acquaint presidents and 
peoples with the Zionist- 
American plot against 
Sudan and Africa in gener- 
al”, Information Minister 
A1 Tayeb Ibrahim Khair 
said. 

The Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, in a statement car- 
ried by SUNA. hit back at a 
U.S. embassy statement 
which suggested the gov- 
ernment was exaggerating 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Pope to visit Lebanon in May 


BEIRU (AFP) — Pope John Paul 1J will visit Lebanon in 
May. Apostolic Nuncio Pablo Puente said in remarks 
published Tuesday in Lebanese newspapers. Mr. Puente, 
who was speaking after a meeting with the minister of 
the displaced. Druze leader Walid Junblatt, did not give 
further details on Lhe date of the papal visit. Vatican 
spokesman Joaquin Navarro Vails said last week the visit 
to Lebanon, which has been called off several times, was 
being studied. The Italian news agency (ANSA) said it 
will take place during the first week of May. On Thurs- 
day. a Lebanese member of parliament said the Pope’s 
visit to Beirut in May was part of a tour of the Middle 
East. The Pope was due to visit Lebanon in May 1994. 
but the Vatican cancelled the trip a church bombing 
north of Beirut that killed 1 1 people and also because of 
conflicts among Lebanese Christians. The Christian 
opposition said they feared that the Pope's visit would 
bolster Syrian influence over Lebanon where Damascus 
maintains 35.000 troops. 


Kuwaiti prisoners receive drug treatment 


KUWAIT CITY ( AFP) — Prison authorities at Kuwait’s 
main jail are treating some 30 inmates for drug addiction 
as part of a campaign to tighten security, the daily AI 
Seyassah said Tuesday. The report said the prisoners 
who have become addicts while inside the jail have been 
sent to a psychiatric hospital for treatment. The authori- 
ties at the central prison, several kilometres southwest of 
Kuwait City, have recently tightened security after a 
series of lapses and have carried out searches for drugs 
and other illegal items.Prisoners staged violent protests 
earlier this month against the new security measures chat 
include preventing families from bringing food to them 
and requiring visitors to speak to the prisoners through 
barred windows. Interior ministry officials were not 
available for comment. 






MAWLAWIYYA DANCE: Syrian dancers perform the Mawlawiyya dance at a mosque in central E 
a sc us. Mawlawiyya is Soufist dance which has evolved over some 400 years ago ana is particularly 
formed during the Holy Month of Ramadan (Reuters photo) 


ue in central Dam- 
is particularly per- 


Saudis received $670m to get married 


RIYADH ( AFP) — A Saudi fund awarded a total of $670 
million in grants last year to help 1 96, 1 14 Saudi men get 
married, official sources said Tuesday. The Saudi Bank 
of Credit said those eligible for grams had to be single 
men over IS years old planning to many a Saudi woman, 
a widower or legally divorced if he is marrying a second 
time, the Saudi Press Agency said. The fund was set up 
to help Saudi men afford high dowries requested by 
Saudi women and reduce the number of marriages with 
foreign women. 


Cyprus deputy goes 
missing after protest 
against army exercise 


Mufti bans Jerusalemites 
from Israeli citizenship 


Police arrest Egyptian editor after sentencing 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egyptian police arrested the editor-in- 
chief of the Islamic newspaper Al Shaab after a court 
sentenced him to jail for defaming the son of Interior 
Minister Hassan Al AJfi, the newspaper said on Tuesday. 
“Police arrested Magdi Hussein yesterday (Monday) to 
implement a court decision sentencing him to jail ... 
although the editor-in-chief took the necessary legal 
steps to appeal.” Al Shaab said in a statement received 
here. A court on Sunday sentenced Mr. Hifesein to one 
year in prison for publishing a defamatory article in his 
weekly Al Shaab last year accusing Alaa Hassan Al Alfi 
of “using his father's influence to make profits by illegal 
means.” The court said Mr. Hussein gave no proof of the 
allegations. But Mr. Hussein, in statements to AFP, 
denied that and said he had provided the court with doc- 
uments to back up his report. *The verdict against me is 
against freedom of the press," Mr. Hussein said. In May. 
Egypt's court of appeal gave Mr. Hussein another 12- 
month sentence, suspended for three years, after a simi- 
lar complaint by the minister’s son. If the court of appeal 
confirms Sunday's verdict, the previous sentence will 
also become applicable. 


Lebanon navy rescues 50 stranded Kurds 


TRIPOLI. Lebanon ( R i — The Lebanese navy on Tues- 
day rescued 50 Lebanon-based Iraqi Kurds who had 
been stranded without food for three days on a small 
island off northern Lebanon, security sources said. The 
Kurds, who included women and children, said they had 
paid u Lebanese man to take them to Europe by boat but 
were instead dumped on Ramkeen island, a small nature 
reserve three kilometres off the northern port of Tripoli, 
the sources added. Thousands of Kurds who fled Iraq 
and Turkev live in Lebanon. 


NICOSIA (R) — A 
Cypriot member of par- 
liament (MP) taking part 
in a protest against British 
military exercises on a 
remote peninsula on the 
island nas disappeared, 
police said on Tuesday. 

*‘His family has filed a 
report that he is missing." 
a police spokesman said. 
“We are looking for him." 

Marios Matsakis. an MP 
for the centre-right 
Democratic Party, was 
one of a party of 15 envi- 
ronmentalists who 
scaterred in a firing range 
in the north 'western Aka- 
raas peninsula on Mon- 
day to delay the start of 
the exercises. 

While all other activists 
were found and removed 
from the area. Mr. Mat- 
sakis and at least two 
other people are still 
missing, according to 
police and activists who 
took part in the demon- 
stration. Mr. Matsakis’s 
car is still parked in the 
area. 

The former state pathol- 
ogist is usually 
reacheable via his mobile 
phone. He had it switched 
off. 

“We have a strong 
police presence in the 
area to stop demonstra- 
tors entering tire firing 
range and we are seeking 
Mr. Matsakis,” the police 
spokesman said. 

British troops, in the 
meantime, started week- 


long exercises with live 
ammunition, saying they 
have no indication there 
is anybody in the firing 
range, which covers six 
square kilometres. 

“Our understanding is 
that there are no persons 
on the range at the 
moment,” bases spo- 
kesman Mervyn Wynne- 
Jones told Reuters. 

Environmentalists have 
demanded the exercises 
end and the area be 
declared a national park. 

The exercjses. are. being 
carried - out by 30 soldiers 
from the British base of 
Episkopi on the south 
coast. The bases are 
allowed. under the 
island's 1960 treaty of 
establishment, to train in 
the area for up to 70 days 
a year. 

“There were some pro- 
testors in the vicinity of 
the camp overnight but as 
far as we are aware all is 
quiet." said Wynne-Jones, 
adding he was not aware 
if one of the protesters 
was Mr. Matsakis. 

Mr. Wynne-Jones said 
that before any firing 
starts a range clearance is 
carried out to ensure 
nobody is in the area. 

“If anyone is seen (in 
the range) training will 
cease immediately." he 
said. 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — Islam’s highest 
authority in Jerusalem said 
Tuesday he had issued a 
religious order banning 
Palestinians in the holy city 
from accepting Israeli citi- 
zenship. 

“A fatwa (religious order) 
has been issued recently 
which forbids 

Jerusalemites from taking 
Israeli citizenship because 
this would legitimise the 
occupation," the 

mufti.Ekriraa Sabri told, 
the Palestinian daily Al 
Ayyam. 

Sheikh Sabri also reiterat- 
ed a previous fatwa issued 


in the 1920s “forbidding 
the sale of property, 
whether homes or land, to 
Jews." 

The mufti rejected claims 
that Palestinians were 
forced to take Israeli citi- 
zenship or face revocation 
of their Jerusalem identity 
cards (IDs), saying: “No 
one has been forced. Some 
have taken citizenship for 
purely personal interests.” 

Some 150.000 Palestini- 
ans live in Jerusalem's east- 
ern sector. The majority 
hold residence IDs. without 
which they cannot enter the 
city, but few have citizen- 
ship in the Jewish state. 


Palestinian girl saved by:bone: ' 

marrow from murdered brother 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP.) — A Palestinian girl 
received a life-saving bone 
marrow transplant from her 
brother months after he was 
killed by a Jewish settler in 
the West Bank, Israeli hos- 
pital sources said Tuesday. 

Two-year-old Suha 
Shusba underwent the 
transplant operation on 
Monday at Hadassa 'Ain 
Karem hospital in 
Jerusalem using bone mar- 
row removed and frozen 
from her brother Hilmi, 10. 
after his death last October. 

Hilmi, from the village of 
Hosan south of Bethlehem, 
was beaten to death by 
Nahum Korman, security 
head of a nearby Jewish 
settlement, who faces trial 
for the killing. 

“When they brought 


Hilmi's body in, the parents 
were crying, ‘they've killed 
his sister, too,' because he 
had been identified as the 
only possible donor for 
Suha.” 'Ain Karem 
spokesman Yossi Shoval 
told AFP. 

Suha suffers from Gauch- 
er’s disease, a genetic 
blood disorder which bad 
already killed one of her 
sisters but which is curable 
by a bone marrow trans- 
plant. 

“When we realised Hilmi 
was the sole donor we took 
a sample of bone marrow 
from his hip and froze it." 
said the head of the hospital 
bone marrow unit, Shimon 
Slavin. Chances For Suha's 
full recovery are good, he 
added 


Security Council drafts 
statement condemning 
Libya air ban violation 


UNITED NATIONS (R) 
— Security Council mem- 
bers began work on Mon- 
day on a statement censur- 
ing Libya for recendy vio- 
lating U.N. sanctions by 
flying an official Libyan 
delegation to Ghana and 
back, council sources said. 

Libya has been the target 
since 1992 of mandatory 
U.N. sanctions, including 
a ban on overseas flights, 
for failing to extradite two 
men wanted by Britain 
and the United States for 
the 1988 mid-air bombing 
of Pan Am Flight 103 over 
Lockerbie, Scodand 
which killed 270 people. 

Libya sent a letter to the 
Security Council last week 
saying that since it had 
allowed an American- 
piloted balloon to overfly 
its territory a few days ear- 
lier. it no longer consid- 
ered itself subject to the 
air ban. 

It later said one of its air- 
craft had flown an official 
delegation to Ghana and 
then returned to Tripoli. 
This was confirmed by a 
Ghanaian government 
minister. 

U.N. council sources 
said permitting a balloon 


or any other craft to over- 
fly Libyan territory' bad no 
bearing on the sanctions, 
which remained in force. 

The air embargo requ- 
ires other countries to 


ires otner countries iu 
deny permission to any 
aircraft to take off from, 
land in or overfly their ter- 
ritory if it has taken off 
from, or is to due to land 
in. Libya. 

Council President Hisa- 
shi Owada of Japan told 
reporters after closed-door 
consultations there was 
“general agreement" the 
Libyan action was a viola- 
tion of sanctions but the 
matter was “still a subject 
of further discussion as to 
exactly what ... kind of 
action is needed." 

Council sources said 
members were working on 
a statement censuring 
Libya's action though it 
was uncertain whether it 
would be issued by the 
council president as a 
statement to reporters or in 
a more formal format. 

The matter was also 
expected to be considered 
at a later dated by the 
council’s Libya Sanctions 
Committee. 


Only licensed Muslims to 
preach at Egypt’s mosques 


CAIRO (AP) — In an 
apparent bid to curb the 
influence of radical 

preachers. Egypt said 

Monday that it planned to 
restrict the practice of 
preaching at mosques to 
Muslims screened and 
licensed by authorities. 

The official Middle East 
News Agency (MENA) 


said those applying to 
become preachers wUl be 


become preachers will be 
screened by officials from 
the Ministry of Religious 
Endowments, which is in 
charge of running Egypt’s 
estimated 50,000 

mosques. 

Quoting a decree by 
Religious Endowments 
Minister Mohammad 
Haradi Zaqzouq. the 
agency said successful 
applicants will have to be 
over 18 years of age, of 
good repute and have an 
academic background 
which includes some reli- 
gious education. 

Graduates of Al Azhar 
University. Egypt’s oldest 
seat of Islamic learning 
and the ultimate religious 
authority for the world's 
majority Sunni Muslims, 
will be exempted. 

Monday's decree 

appeared to be a follow-up 
to a decision made by Mr. 
Zaqzouq in November that 
his ministry will appoint 
30.000 new preachers over 
a five-year period to staff 
mosques run by indepen- 
dent preachers. 


Egypt’s 50,000 mosques 
are mostly outside govern- 
ment control at present, 
something which authori- 
ties view** with discomfort 
and often blame for the 
spread of militant or 
unorthodox ideologies at 
odds with the country’s 
official religious establish- 
ment. 

Also last November, Mr. 
Zaqzouq said that his min- 
istry planned to take con- 
trol of all activities within 
the mosques, including . 
!: 'cWjics and classes. 1 . 1 

-TJiose services are- often- ■ 
■'ftH by Muslim fundamen- 
talists and have served to 
bolster their popularity in 
recent years because they 
are affordable for most 
Egyptians and more effi- 
cient than similar, govern- 
ment-run services. 

Religion normally fig- 
ures high in the lives of 
most Egyptians — Mus- 
lims or Christians — and 
religious issues are often 
emotive or controversial, 
particularly since a vio- 
lent. anti-government 
campaign by extremist t 
groups began in 1992. 

The violence, which 
aims at replacing President 
Hosni Mubarak's govern- 
ment with a purist Islamic 
administration, has so far 
claimed the lives of more 
than 1 ,000 people. The 
government says it has 
contained the insurgency. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
Tel. 7731 1 1-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 

13:30 Cartoon 

14:30 Science Fiction 

— Escape From Jupiter 

15:00 Feature Film — 

“Sweet War” 

16:50 Call For Prayer 

And Iftar 

17:30 The Muppet Show 

18:00 Doc. — Ushuaia 

19:00 Le Journal 

19:15 Magazine — Sports Et 
Musiquc 

19 JO News Headlines 

19:35 Baker's Field P.D. 

20:02 Documentary 

20:30 Challenges 

21:00 N.B.A. Basketball 

22:00 News in English 

22:25 Journey Across 

the Land ol' Islam 

23:00 Cobra 

23:50 Mini Series 

— “Memories of Midnight” 

01:05 .Ramadan Talks 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Tel. 637440. 

De la Salle Church Tel. 
661757. 

Terra Soncta Church Tel. 622366 
Anglican Church Tel. 652S26. 
Armenian Catholic Church 
Tel. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

St Ephraim Church TeL 77 1 75 1 . 
Amman International 

Church Tel. S27126 
Evangelical Lutheran 
Church Tel. 82432S. 
German-speaking Evangeli- 
cal Congregation Tel. 845457 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Tel. 811295 
English-speaking Latin 
Catholics Parish TeL 614190. 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 1 1 . Aqaba 19 Humid- 
ity readings: Amman 87 per 
cent. Aqaba 9 1 per cent. 


PRAYER TIMES 

05:08 Fajr 

06:27 ( Sunrise }Duha 

11:49 Dhuhr 

14:45 *Asr 

17:10 Maghreb 

18:30 Isha 


CHURCHES 
St Mary of Nazareth 
Church Sweifieh, Tel. 8 10740 
Assemblies of God Church 
Tel. 6327S5. 

St. Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Annunciation 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the 
Department of Meteorology 
Relative cold weather condi- 
tions will prevail with a 
chance for rainfall. Skies will 
be partly cloudy and winds 
northeasterly moderate. In 
Aqaba, winds will be norther- 
ly moderate and seas calm. 


USEFUL 
TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 
NIGHT DUTY 
Dr. Nidal Al Ass’ad 851673 

Dr. IssaraAl Asmar S90504 

Dr. Osama Al Husseini ..-..847289 
Dr. Khaldonn Kloub ....816715 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy ...S90280 

Al Asema pharmacy 637055 

A] Sal am pharmacy ..636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy 637660 

Nairoukh pharmacy .623672 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

IRBID: 

Dr, Mazen Abu Baker ..276852 

.Al Quels pbarmaev ( — I 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Randa Shaheen .995170 

Khalifeb pharmacy ...985417 


Amman 03/10 

Aqaba ^ 08/18 

Deserts ....\ 02/12 

Jordan Valley 09/17 


EMERGENCIES 
Food Control Centre .6371 1 1 
Civil Defence Department 
661111 

Civil Defence Immediate 
Rescue 630341 
Civil Defence Emergency 
199 

Rescue Police 192. 621111. 
637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank .775121 


Highway Police. 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 
630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661 176 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints 897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints 787 1 1 1 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls .010250 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repsris „ 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 
661 101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan — ......7741 1 1 

Water Authority 680 100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 
815615 

Electric Power Companv 
636381 

RJ Flight Information 08- 
53200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08- 

53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 
813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity, 6442S1/6 
AkHeh Maternity, 642441/2 
Jabal Amman Maternity 
642362 

Malhas. J. Amman ....636 140 
Palestine Shmeisani 607071 
Shmeisani Hospital 6691 3 1 


University' Hospital 845845 
AJ-Muasher Hospital 

667227/9 

The Islamic Abdali 666126/37 

Al-AhU, Abdali 664 1 64/6 

Italian, AJ-Muhajreen777 101/3 

Al -Bashir, 775111/26 

Array. Marka 8916 J 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 
602240/50 

Amal Hospital .674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart 
and Special Surgery ..S65 199 
ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital 

(09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 
(09)900560 

lira Sina Hospitak 09)986732 
Al Hlkma Modern Hospital 
(09)990990 
IRBID: 

Princess Basma Hospital 
(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Dra AI Nafees Hospital 

(02) 247100 
AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 

(03) 314111 


port Tel. (08)53200 where it 
should always be verified. 
Information on other flights 
are supplied on phone 08 
(52700) or 08(53250). 


23:10 Istanbul iTK) 

15 Amsterdam < KL) 

01:55 London (13 A) 


22:50 Tel Aviv (LY) 

23:10 Laraaca (CY) 

23:55 ...Damascus, Paris (AF) 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 
Flights 

°8:35 Jeddah (RJ) 

08:50 Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 
09:15 Lamaca. Damascus (RJ) 
12:15 — Abu Dhabi (add) (RJ) 
14:45 New York. Amsterdam 
(RJj 

16:25 ..Toronto. Montreal (RJ) 

16:45 Istanbul (RJ) 

18:00 Madrid. Paris (RJ) 

18:00 .. Frankfurt. Vienna (RJ) 

18:10 London. Berlin (RJ) 

18 JO Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

19:15 Tel Aviv (add) (RJ) 

23:10 Beirut (RJ) 

00:10 Cairo (RJ) 

03:55 Singapore. Kuala 

Lumpur (RJ) 


Royal Wings (RW) Flights 

09:20 Aqaba (RW) 

18:55 .. .Tel Aviv (RW) 


Royal Wings (RW) Flights 

09:50 Marka (RW) 

20:50 Aqaba (RW) 


Hospital 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied 
by Royal Jordanian (RJ) infor- 
mation department at the 
Queen Alia International Air- 


Other Flights 

09:50 - Cairo (MS) 

JOJO Jeddah (SV) 

12:35 Abu Dhabi. Karachi (PK) 

J2ii0 Abu Dhabi (GF> 

13t3Q — ... — .Tunis (Tlj) 

^ ;05 — Vienna (OS) 

13:45 Algiers (AH) 

20:10 Beirut (ME) 

21:00 ...Paris. Damascus (AF) 

?1 :4 ° — Tel Aviv (LY) 

22:20 Lamaca (CY) 

22:45 Athens, Beirut (QA) 


DEPARTURES 

*0:40 Berlin. London (RJ) 

H:I0 Istanbul (RJ) 

13:30 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

16:00_Maika, Tel Aviv (add) 
(RJ) 

17:00 Jakarta (add) (RJ) 

19:30 Colombo (RJ) 

I* 5 ?! Beirut (RJ) 

20:00 Jakarta (add) (RJ) 

20:00 ; Bombay (RJ) 

20:05 ..Riyadh, Dhahran (RJ) 

Cairo (RJ) 

New Delhi (RJ) 

2}.™ — ■■■■Bombay (Rj, 

Calcutta. Bangkok 

?l :1 f Dhabi, Muscat (RJ) 

Sanaa (RJ) 


Upper, /lower price in fils per kg. 


Other Flights 

Jooo BeimuME, 

ii ‘ftn 'uT; Cjuro CMS » 

11.00 -Hudaidah. Sanaa OY) 

Jeddah (SV) 

Dhatri (GF) B3h “ 

K B , ein,LAb “ Dh ^. 

i5^ :J unis ov> 

16*0 —^enna (OS) 

Shanqah (AH) 


Apple 

700/500 

Banana. 

Banana (imported)...., 
Cabbage 

...550/550 

....500700 

7A/40 

Carrot „ 

200/160 

Cauliflower. 

. — 250/150 

Cucumber (large) 

— 250/140 

Cucumber (small )._ 

.....360/220 

EggpIanL 

.. .150/100 

Fava beans 

.....750/600 

Garlic 

1200/950 

Grape fruit . 

.,,.160/100 

Lemon 

„.J7Q/250 

Marrow 

180/120 

Marrow (small) 

..JOOfiOO 

Onion (green) ... 

180/120 

Onion (dry) 

— 180/120 

Orange ... 

...580/400 

Peas , 

950/700 

Pepper (hot) 

...500/180 

Pepper (sweet) 

..-350/200 

Potato ... 

....280/370 

Radish 

_...J20/70 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — A three-day training 
programme to encourage women to partici- 
pate in local elections was initiated at 
princess Basma Women’s Resources Cen- 
tre Tuesday, according to a Queen Alia 
Fund (QAF) for Social Development state- 
ment. 

The programme was jointly organised by 
the centre and the Jordanian National 
Forum for women in cooperation with the 
Canadian Embassy in Amman. 

Canadian Ambassador to Jordan Michael 
Malloy stated in the opening ceremony, 
attended by Centre Director Farah Daghis- 
tani, that Jordan has made great steps 
towards political maturity and enhancing 
its democratic process through parliamen- 
tary and local elections. 

He said the Canadian government sup- 
ports all activities aimed to promote 
women’s role in society as women, he 
maintained, constitute the most effective 
factor for social change, the statement said. 

Mr. Malloy described Jordan as most suc- 


cessful in dealing with the changes taking 
place in the international arena and as one 
of the most successful countries in imple- 
menting Beijing’s Platform of Action con- 
cerning women. 

He expressed optimism for further Cana- 
dian-Jordanian cooperation in women- 
related issues. 

Secretary General of the National Forum 
for Women Rand Hindawi said in her 
speech that women must participate in elec- 
tions and practise their right to vote. 

A total of 1 8 women, who plan to run for 
municipal by-elections scheduled for next 
month, are participating in the programme. 

The programme involves lectures and 
practical exercises in various issues related 
to elections such as election campaigning 
and management, upgrading leadership and 
communication skills, identification of 
local community needs. 

The participants will also be educated 
regarding laws governing municipal and 
election activities, the statement concluded. 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — The Danish Technology 
Institute of Denmark (DTI) and the Royal 
Scientific Society (RSS) yesterday signed a 
memorandum to establish a partnership to 
promote scientific and technological coop- 
eration, according to an RSS statement. 

The agreement provides for mutual 
recognition of certification and testing, 
conducting joint venture projects in the 
Middle East, cooperation in joint research 
projects, in various fields of technology 
within the framework of the European 
Union (EU) scope of funding, and human 
resource development and technical train- 
ing. 

The memorandum also provides for soft- 
ware development for industrial applica- 
tion, and cooperation and exchange of 


expertise in the field of building technolo- 
gy, the statement said. 

Under the terms of the memorandum, 
DTI will also provide technical support and 
training to RSS staff deemed necessary for 
further cooperation. 

For its part, RSS will conduct all studies 
and necessary testing for DTI in the Middle 
East region and both institutions will insti- 
tute newly graduated student exchanges 
and provide them with necessary job train- 
ing. 

The DTI is an independent institute aim- 
ing at addressing industrial and societal 
needs through the development and dis- 
semination of technological innovations, 
the statement said. 


Jordanian delegation leaves for Paris 


AMMAN fPetra) — A senior level Jordan- 
ian delegation headed by Planning Minister 
Rima Khalaf leaves today for Paris to par- 
ticipate in two days of meetings of the 
Joint Jordanian French Committee, due to 
convener'll Paris' on Jan. ?StS. J 

The committee will discuss scopes of 
bilateral cooperation in cultural, scientific, 
technical, electronic media, water and agri- 
culture, tourism, legal and administrative 
sciences and health fields. 

Auxiliary to the meeting. Dr. Khalaf is 
slated to hold talks with French officials on 


means of further developing economic rela- 
tions. 

The Jordanian delegation includes Jor- 
danian Ambassador to Paris Sharif Fawwaz 
Sharaf, Ministry of Finance Secretary Gao--. *1 
eral Suleiman Hafedh, DifertbFGeneral ot ' 
the Antiquities Department Ghazi Bisbetar 
Ministry of Planning Assistant Secretary 
General for International Cooperation 
Salem Ghawi, Ministry of Planning Bilat- 
eral Exchange Department Director 
Mustafa Saleh and the Jordanian cultural 
attach^ to the embassy in Paris. 


Local firm wins tender for construction 
of Islamic funeral home 



AMMAN (Petra) — The General Union of 
Voluntary Societies (GUVS) Monday 
') offered a tender to a local company for the 
construction of an Islamic funeral home. 

This is slated to be constructed on a plot 
of land in the Mahatta area on the outskirts 
of Amman, donated by Amman municipal- 

. . 

GUVS President Abdullah Khatib signed 
the JD 210,000 contract with the compa- 
ny’s director. 

The company will also construct a refrig- 
erated area for storage at an additional cost 
of JD 40,000. It also will include facilities 
for washing the dead in accordance with 
Islamic law. 

The project has been directed to alleviate 


the suffering of bereaved families. 

The home" will anange, upon request, for 
the retrieval of necessary certificates from 
the Ministry of Health in the Amman 
Municipality as well as the Civil Registra- 
tion Department. 

The centre will include reception and 
waiting halls and a small prayer area, so 
that prayer can be performed concurrently, 
instead of takin g the body to a mosque 
elsewhere. 

GUVS is currently involved in drafting 
regulations governing the home’s opera- 
tion. 

The funeral home will charge those who 
are financially secure a nominal cost for 
services rendered. 


UNRWA workers to hold 
extraordinary session 


By Ghalia Ala] 

Special to ihe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Workers 
from the United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency 
(UNRWA) five areas of 
operation will hold an 
extraordinary meeting here 
in February in an attempt 
to study the administrative 
policy of the agency and 
take necessary measures to 
urge UNRWA to meet their 
demands, staff sources told 
the Jordan Tiroes Tuesday. 

The sources said 
UNRWA employees held a 
similar meeting for the 
agency workers two 
months ago and prepared 
an agenda for the meeting, 
listing their demands. 

However, they added, the 
agency failed to respond 
and so the workers can- 
celled the meeting. 

“The employees in the 
agency’s five areas of oper- 
ation previously issued 
demands which include 
better health, education 
and social services, salary 
increases to cope with the 
rising cost of living and 
end-of-service compensa- 
tions compatible with those 
offered by the Jordanian 
government, a source said. 

The administration is dis- 
regarding our demands. 
And our situation is now 
worse than before,” one 
source said. 

He added that the agency 
employees sent a cable to 
UNRWA Secretary General 
Peter Hansen to invite him 
to attend the meeting in 
February which will repre- 
sent about 20,000 UNRWA 
employees. 

“Mr. Hansen did not 


respond to our call and it 
appears that this adminis- 
tration is even worse than 
the previous one." he said. 

Had Mr. Hansen been 
interested in the meeting, 
he would have met with the 
Jordanian authorities and 
representatives of Palestin- 
ian refugees during his last 
visir to the Kingdom, the 
source said. 

He added that UNRWA 
employees are entitled to 
retirement only after 30 
years of service and that 
they demanded eligibility 
for this benefit after 25 
years of service. 

The source said if the 
agency fails to heed their 
demands, employees in the 
five areas of operation will 
take serious measures 
against UNRWA. 

“It seems the administra- 
tion in UNRWA does not 
appreciate dialogue and 
that they will not respond 
to our call unless we stage 
a general strike in all areas 
of UNRWA operations.” he 
asserted, adding that a 
“general strike will have a 
stronger impact on the 
agency’s work." 

The agency operates in 
Jordan. Lebanon, Syria, 
Gaza and the West Bank. 
UNRWA's operations in 
Jordan are the largest as it 
hosts the largest number of 
refugees. 

UNRWA employs 20.000 
people of whom the major- 
ity are Palestinian refugees 
who benefit from the 
agency’s health, education 
and social services. 
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Editor-in-chief of tabloid 
arrested at home 


By Rana Hussein! 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The editor-in- 
chief of the weekly satirical 
Abed Rabbo has been 
ordered detained by the 
Amman prosecutor on 
charges of slandering a 
deputy and a minister, offi- 
cial sources said. 

Efforts to set Yousef Gheis- 
han free on bail failed Mon- 
day as the court did not 
respond to his attorney’s 
request. 

“We submitted a request to 
free my client on bail but the 
court did not respond as its 
work day was over." Defence 
Lawyer Habes Shboul said. 

Mr. Gheishan was arrested 
in his Madaba home at 1 1 :30 
p.m. Monday night and is 
charged by Amman Prosecu- 
tor Jamal Zou'bi of slander- 
ing and tarnishing another 
person's image and dignity. 

On Thursday, Responsible 
Editor Omar Nadi was 
detained for three days on the 
same charges. 

A lawsuit was filed against 
the editors of the newspaper 
after it published a caricature 
and a news item in two sepa- 
rate issues describing 
Islamist Deputy Ibrahim 
Zeid Kilani as a “hypocrite” 
and accusing Minister of 
Public Works Abdul Hadi 
Majaii of stealing cars. 

Mr. Zou’bi told the Jordan 
Times that his decision to 
arrest Mr. Gheishan came 
after questioning Mr. Nadi, 
who was arrested on the 
same charges. 

“During questioning. Mr. 
Nadi informed me that he 
had been on vacation and he 


submitted evidence that he 
hud requested a sick leave, 
proving that he was not the 
editor when one of the slan- 
derous items was published." 
Mr. Zou'bi said. 

On Tuesday, Mr. Zou'bi 
told ihe Jordan Times that 
when he questioned Mr. 
Gheishan. the fatter pleaded 
not guilty to the charges, and 
claimed that he was not the 
editor- in-chief of the news- 
paper. 

“He informed me that he 
was not the editor-in-chief 
hut merely a reporter and that 
his title position was “lead 
pirate.” Mr. Zou’bi said. 

The prosecutor further stal- 
ed that he is planning to call 
on Press and Publication 
Department Director 

Mohammad Amin and other 
journalists working for the 
newspaper to determine who 
was the editor-in-chief at ihe 
time the slanderous material 
was published. 

In a previous interview 
with the Jordan Times, Mr. 
Gheishan charged that 
Deputy Kilani and Mr. 
Majaii “are in sensitive posi- 
tions due in upcoming elec- 
tions and that is why they 
decided 10 file a luwsuii 
against Mr. Nadi." 

He further stated in the 
interview: “If these news or 
caricature items had been 
published six months earlier 
none of the two would hu\c 
been interested in filing a 
lawsuit againsi us.” 

On Monday, the Jordan 
Press Association (JPA) 
council issued a statement 
expressing its dismay over 
the contents of some weekly 
newspapers, which, the asso- 


ciation said, were tarnishing 
culture, values and tradition. 

The association maintained 
that these newspapers were 
abusing press freedoms and 

further warned that journal- 
ists who do not abide by 
press ethics would be pun- 
ished and possibly expelled 
from the association. 

Several deputies in a par- 
liament session last week 
expressed their dismay and 
disapproval over articles 
being published in some 
weekly tabloids, which they 
called “indecent” and 
■■unethical” in their 
approach. 

They described the House 
as extremely ol funded by 
such publications. 

In response to their plaints. 
Prime Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti said the government 
would lake action to termi- 
nate "indecent, obscene and 
unacceptable” articles in 
local publications. 

In July of last year, a wave 
of arrests and questioning of 
journalists ensued following 
a statement, issued by Parlia- 
ment. urging authorities and 
the media to take measures to 
put an end to writings which 
harm national unity and Arab 
and Islamic \alues. 

His Majesty the King 
responded by sending a mes- 
sage to Parliament repri- 
manding some writers who 
attempt to harm national 
unity and urging newspapers 
to live up to the aspirations 
of the Jordanian people in 
propagating the values and 
principles of the Kingdom. 


Writer laments lack of funding, differs 
with ministry over book classification 


By T^nya Habjouqa 
and Tarek Atalla 

Special 10 the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordanian 
writer Mousa 

Barhoumah expressed 
outrage over a recent 
decision by the Ministry 
of Culture not to sponsor 
his book based in its 
supposed “immoral” 

content. 

The book in question, 
entitled “My Book” was 
approved by the censori- 
al section of the Press 
and Publications Depart- 
ment on Aug. 6 of last 
year. 

According to Mr. 
Bazhoumab, he has been 
waiting since that time 
for the Ministry of Cul- 
ture to sponsor him as it 
is their policy to cover 
50 per cent of publishing 
costs for Jordanian 
authors. 

Mr. Barhoumah 

received a letter on Jan. 
16 from Minister of 


Culture Ahiiied ^ 
refusing sponsorship as 
his book was judged to 
be immoral by the min- 
istry's reviewing com- 
mittee, Mr. Barhoumah 
told the Jordan Times. 

"The committee found 
my book to have sexual 
connotations and felt 
that my prose style emu- 
lated that of the Koran, 
which is blasphemous," 
he explained. 

“My Book” is a collec- 
tion of prose written 
over a period of six 
years, and filled with 
"love poetry and 
descriptions ot women 
which the committee 
found offensive,” Mr. 
Barhoumah said. 

“I was shocked by the 
ministry's decision 
because if such stan- 
dards are used to judge 
literary work, then they 
would eradicate 90 per 
cent of great Arabic lit- 
erature, he added. 

Mr. Barhoumah cited 


several examples, of-.lit- 
erature that hfc felt would 
be subject to such cen- 
sorship, such as Umru 
Al-Qais. Omer Ben Abu 
Rabia, Najib Mahfouz. 
and Nizar Qabanni. 

“Are we going to 
remove their works 
because of morality and 
offence to religion?" he 
asked. 

Mr. Qudah told the 
Jordan Times Tuesday 
that the reviewing com- 
mittee had “found Mr. 
Barhoumah ’s book 
unsuitable for society.” 

“If this were true, then 
why were there no com- 
plaints when my prose 
was published in" A1 Rai 
and A1 Dustour this past 
year?” Mr. Barhoumah 
asked. 

Mr. Qudah further stat- 
ed that it was not the 
responsibility of the 
Ministry of Culture to 
sponsor such a book 
when funds were limited 
with a high number of 


writers seeking sponsor- 
ship. 

“Why should we pub- 
lish a book under our 
name that is not appro- 
priate to our culture?” he 
asked. 

The reviewing com- 
mittee is comprised of 
professors from different 
universities and known 
writers, although “we do 
not like to name the 
members.” Mr. Qudah 
stated. 

"Our objective is to 
encourage creativity 
among our writers and 
people," he added. 

However, Mr. 

Barhoumah disagreed. 
"The Ministry of Cul- 
ture indulges in dictator- 
ship against the mind 
and creativity." . 

He opined that it 
would be futile to appeal 
the decision, stating 
"When I write about the 
woman I love. I do not 
want to debate it with 
someone who will tell 


me to write it differently' 
— that would ‘limit me. 

When this reporter 
asked Mr. Qudah about 
the publication of Mr. 
Barhoumah’s prose in 
newspapers in the past, 
he replied "I stand by 
our decision. Mr. 

Barhouma is biased in 
favour of his own 
views.” 

In the meantime, "My 
Book” will be published 
entirely at the author's 
expense by ihe Arab 
Foundation for Research 
and Publication in 

Beirut. 

Mr. Barhoumah’s main 
concern is whether the 
public will read his book 
for its prose, or “seek it 
out because of the scan- 
dal.” 

"We are on the doors 
of the 21st century and 
there are still ignorant 
people judging our liter- 
ary works by their own 
morals," he concluded. 
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The linguistic origins of Ramadan 
and other interpretations 
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By Nadia Mukhlis 

'J Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Prophet 
Mohammad was quoted as 
saying: “Thank God for 

the month of Sha’ban has 
ended and the month of 
Ramadan has com- 
menced." 

Ramadan is the holy 
month for all Muslims in 
which they fast from dawn 
till sunset following the 
dictates of the Koran. 
According to the holy 
book, God has excused the 
sick and travellers provid- 
ing they compensate for 
the days in which they 
broke their fast within the 
year before the next 
Ramadan. 

However, for those who 
have deliberately indulged 
m during the month, repara- 
- lions are augmented such 
^ fasting continuously for 
60 days, feeding 60 needy 
People or freeing slaves, 
the last being, according to 
the Koran, a method used 


to put a final end to slav- 
ery. 

Certain ethics are related 
to Ramadan, such as good- 
will towards one’s fellows, 
strengthening relations 
between family and 
strangers, being merciful, 
amending for past errors, 
practising courtesy, these 
are the values Muslims are 
instructed to cultivate in 
themselves and spread to 
the greater society. 

One month, tradition 
says, in an environment of 
purity, faith and honesty 
can help strengthen a per- 
son and Muslims should 
seize the opportunity to 
prevent wrongdoing as the 
Prophet Mohammad says 
“God welcomes repen- 
tance and forgives.” 

The Ministry of Awqaf 
and Islamic Affairs holds 
special lectures during the 
month, introducing 

Ramadan in all of its dif- 
ferent aspects and provid- 
ing a venue for donors who 
desire to succour those less 


fortunate than they, as 
Ramadan is the month of 
mercy and goodwill, Rafiq 
El Miatib director of A1 
Harem A1 Sharif told the 
Jordan Times. 

Ramadan was a holy 
month even before Islam 
— it was a month in which 
fighting was prohibited 
and people lived in peace- 
ful surroundings and dif- 
ferent meanings have been 
allocated to the word; in 
Arameic the word “ramad” 
means “intense heat’’ as in 
ancient times Ramadan 
was observed in hot sum- 
mers. 

Astrologers believe that 
“ramad” is the heat inside 
of every fasting person, 
due to lack of liquids, and 
“another opinion is that 
ramad” is the heat or fire 
which bums the sins out of 
the soul by way of good 
deeds. 

The Prophet Mohammad 
maintained that "He who 
fasts the month of 
Ramadan in true belief. 


will be forgiven for his past 
sins,” it is also believed 
that Ramadan is a month of 
hard work and tolerance 
which reminds those who 
fast of the infernos which 
may lie ahead! 

On a sweeter note, many 
break their fast with dates 
or other sweets and the 
Prophet Mohammad was 
known to break his fast on 
dates and also end his meal 
with the fruit. 

The bedouin eat dates 
and yoghurt or mix dates 
with oil or honey, forming 
what is known as 
“khabisa” which thought to 
be good for the brains. 

Doctors believe that con- 
suming liquids is important 
in Ramadan and in the old 
days sugar water was 
drunk, effective for the 
fasting person and it was 
later demonstrated that the 
intestines absorb this liquid 
in five minutes almost 
immediately quenching 
one’s thirst. 


Minister, directors 
discuss summer 
youth camps 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Youth Mohammad 
Daoudieh Tuesday chaired a meeting for the directors 
of youth departments in the various govemorates to 
discuss issues related to A1 Hussein summer youth 
camps. 

They also discussed the new organisational struc- 
ture of the ministry, as well as amendments to the 
laws regulating relations between their departments 
and sports federations. 

Mr. Daoudieh stressed the need to attract larger 
numbers of youth to A1 Hussein youth camps through 
forging closer coordination with relevant governmen- 
tal and non-govemmental institutions. 

He disclosed ministry plans to institutionalise AI 
Hussein youth camps and create a new department at 
the ministry for the organisation of these camps. 

Mr. Daoudieh said the ministry will provide more 
support for youth centres stating in this regard 1997 
will be the designated Year of the Youth Centres. 

The meeting discussed a number of proposals made 
by directors of youth departments, including the for- 
mation of a permanent committee for youth camps, 
increasing the camp duration to one month from the 
present three weeks. 


What’s Going 
On 

EXHIBITIONS 


* Ramdaniat exhibition from Wadi Dana Nature 
Reserve (silver nature jewelerv. jams, dried fruits) 
and Jordan River Designs (JRD) ornaments (tabel- 
cloths, candies, embroidered accessories) at JRD 
showroom. Jabal Amman, Frist Circle (Tel. 613081 1. 
until Feb. 10. 


* Exhibition on the "Institute of the Arab World in 
Paris” at the French Cultural Centre, until Feb. 6. 


* Paintings by Muhammad Ali Shaker at the Orient 
Gallery, lssam Ajlouni Street, Shmeisani. until Jan. 
30. 


* Photographic exhibition on the life of the 
Founder of Pakistan at Quaid-e-Azam Hall, 
Embassy of Pakistan, Jabal Weibdeh (Tel. 622787. 
624680), until January 31. 


* Works by Jordanian artists at the Royal Culturt 
Centre, until Jan. 30. 


4 World News 
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World I 


Milosevic under pressure as 
Russia favours protesters 


BELGRADE (AFP) — In- 
lemaiional pressure was 
back on Preside™ Slobodan 
Milosevic Tuesday, after 
Russia — Serbia’s tradition- 
al ally — took the side of 
the opposition in the two- 
month political crisis. 

Russian Deputy Foreign 
Minister Igor Ivanov was to 
meet Mr. Milosevic during 
the day. after the Kremlin 
envoy said Monday that his 
government should accept 
opposition victories in 14 
municipalities — including 
the capital Belgrade — fol- 
lowing Nov. 1 7 elections. 

To do so would “open the 
way to a resolution of the 
current solution." Mr. Iva- 
nov was reported as saying 
by the domestic Tanjug 
News Agency. 

A time for Ivanov's meet- 
ing with the president — 
who is showing no signs of 
backing down — was not 
immediately confirmed. 

The government's refusal 
to accept victoires by oppo- 
sition political parties that 
belong to the together coali- 
tion has resulted in daily 
street protests in Belgrade. 

Mr. Ivanov met with a del- 
egation of protesting stu- 
dents earlier Tuesday, after 


seeing opposition leaders 
Vuk Draskovic and Vesna 
Pesic Monday as well as 
Yugoslav Foreign Minister 
Milan Milutinovic. 

In a change of tactics, the 
opposition from Tuesday 
plans to hold its daily rally 
at 8:30 p.m. (1930 GMT) 
instead of 3:00 p.m. 

In doing so, it hopes to 
draw into the city centre the 
thousands of Belgrade resi- 
dents who until now have 
been demonstrating noisily 
in their own neighbour- 
hoods to drown out the gov- 
ernment-controlled televi- 
sion newscast. 

On Monday, the United 
States lodged a formal pro- 
test with the Serbian gov- 
ernment about the use of 
police violence on demon- 
strators. 

Washington's charges 
d'affaires in Belgrade. Ri- 
chard Miles, told Mr. Milu- 
tinovic that Serbian authori- 
ties had “reneged on their 
pledge" not to use force on 
demonstrators, the State 
Department said. 

He was referring to two 
police charges on demon- 
strators last weekend, in 
which 20 people were in- 
jured. 


Mr. Ivanov said Monday 
that Serbia should accept 
the findings by the Organi- 
sation for Security and Coo- 
peration in Europe (OSCE; 
that the opposition had won 
14 towns and cities in the 
elections. 

“Russia wants Yugoslavia 
to find a solution to the cur- 
rent solution, in the interests 
of unity and prosperity so 
that the country becomes 
democratic." he said. 

Mr. Draskovic repeated 
together’s position: “The 
condition of all conditions 
is the recognition of Nov. 17 
results.” 

“We have no mandate to 
discuss the results. They 
have to be recognised and 
implemented completely, 
and then, the demonstra- 
tions shall stop and the dia- 
logue can start," Mr. Dras- 
kovic told reporters. 

Russia has traditionally 
supported Mr. Milosevic, 
but has kept a relatively low 
profile during the crisis over 
the local elections flared up. 

Legal experts at Together 
meanwhile said they would 
appeal to the Supreme 
Court of Serbia, after the re- 
gime Monday annulled the 
opposition victory in Bel- 


Ethnic factor enables Taleban to 
advance deep into strategic valley 


GH OR BAND. Afghanistan 
(AFP) — Thousands of 
armed locals here are help- 
ing the Taleban militia to 
force a new route into oppo- 
sition territory after anti- 
Taleban troops cut the main 
artery to northern Afghanis- 
tan, locals said Tuesday. 

Villagers in this key val- 
ley gave their backing to the 
fundamentalist fighters — 
who share the same ethnic 
origin as them — as opposi- 
tion forces Sunday blew up 
the strategic S along High- 
way to stop the Taleban ad- 
vance. 

“More than 1,000 armed 
people in Shinwari and ano- 
ther 1.000 in Siagard dis- 
tricts. who have joined the 
Taleban. are Fighting 
against the other side," lo- 
cals and international aid 
worker* in the Ghorband 
Valley said. 

The villager* have already 
gone into battle with their 
new allies and were Tues- 
day fighting opposition al- 
liance troops around Char- 
dehi. at the end of this val- 
ley which stans SO kilome- 
tres northwest of the capital 
Kabul. 

The Ghorband Valley, 
which the Taleban seized 
much of last week after tak- 
ing two strategic towns near 
here from the opposition, is 
a "back door" to the fief- 
dom of northern warlord 
General Abdul Rashid Dos- 
tum. analysts say. 

The Taleban could use the 
narrow and dusty 140 kilo- 
metre-long valley to cut 
through to the central pro- 
vince of Bamiyan before 
heading north into the soft 
underbelly of Gen. Dos- 
tum's temitory in Baghlan 
province, they say. 

The Salang Highway, the 
main route to northern Af- 
ghanistan. was blocked by 


the anti-Taleban coalition 
— which includes Gen. 
Dostum and the ousted Af- 
ghan government's top 
commander Ahmad Shah 
Masood — when they blast- 
ed the road, effectively cut- 
ting the mountainous coun- 
try in two. 

“I think the country has 
been physically cut into two 
after the blockade of the 
highways," said truck driver 
Abul Karim as he turned 
back after trying to get from 
Kabul to the northern city of 
Mazar-e -Sharif. 

Hundreds of north-bound 
vehicles were Tuesday 
stranded in the Salang Val- 
ley after a stretch of the 
road was blasted away 
about 100 kilometres north 
of Kabul late Sunday. 

Other drivers complained 
that even if the Ghorband 
Valley reopened, the trip 
through it to the north 
would take 48 hours driving 
instead of eight hour* on the 
Salang Highway. 

Groups of armed and tur- 
baned ethnic-Pashtoon vil- 
lagers here, sunning them- 
selves against their mud 
houses, pledged support for 
the mainly Pashtoon Tale- 
ban in their battle to push 
northwards. 

Locals said although the 
new allies were already 
fighting together, no major 
assault had yet been 
launched on the village of 
Chardehi which guards ac- 
cess to Bamiyan, controlled 
by another member of the 
opposition alliance. Karim 
Khulili. 

"We have already cap- 
tured 1 00 Kalashinkovs and 
(have taken) 50 Dostum sol- 
diers prisoner." said Mulla 
Gulmaijan. a Pashtoon 
fighter in the valley's 
Shinwari district said. 

The ultra-orthodox Tale- 


ban. which emerged from 
the Koranic schools of Pa- 
kistan just over two years 
ago, have seized more than 
two-thirds of the war-tom 
country, including the capi- 
tal Kabul which fell to them 
on Sept. 27. 

Fighting between the mili- 
tia and the opposition for- 
ces, which are battling for 
control of the area north of 
Kabul, broke out again 12 
days ago after a three- 
month lull. 

The latest clashes saw the 
militia seize control of- the- 
crucial towns of Jabul Seraj 
and Gulbahar, which gave 
them access to the Salang 
and Ghorband valleys and 
put them at the doorstep of 
Mr. Masood's Panjsher Val- 
ley stronghold. 

The move prompted the 
retreating opposition forces 
to blow up the rocky hill- 
sides above the Salang 
Highway — which leads to 
the Salang Pass, made 
famous for its battles during 
the 10-year Soviet occupa- 
tion of Afghanistan. 

Meanwhile. About 10 re- 
fugees fleeing fighting in 
Afghanistan's northwest 
provinces die from hunger 
and cold each day. UTN. 
sources said Tuesday. 

An estimated 50.000 Af- 
ghans from northwest Bad- 
ghis province have been 
forced to flee fighting bet- 
ween the Taleban militia 
and the opposition forces of 
Gen. Dostum over the past 
three months, the sources 
said. 

While some had returned 
ro their homes since hostili- 
ties escalated in the region 
last November, the U.N. 
sources said there were an 
estimated 24,000 others 
who had moved to the west- 
ern Taleban-held city of 
Herat. 


U.K. Conservatives soldier 
on after surprise defeat 


LONDON (R) — Prime 
Minister John Major's con- 
servative government 
shrugged off a surprise de- 
feat in parliament Monday 
night and said it would not 
change election tactics. 

The opposition took ad- 
vantage of ministers being 
away at a cabinet brainstor- 
ming session at the prime 
minister's country residence 
to stage a late-night ambush 
in the House of Commons 
on a vote over government 
education plans 

The government shrugged 
off the defeat, saying it 
would try to reinstate the 
plans — to allow schools 
which have opted out of lo- 
cal authority control to ex- 
pand — when the education 
bill goes to the House of 
Lords, parliament's upper 
chamber. 


Health Secretary Stephen 
Dorreil dismissed sugges- 
tions that the government 
was in trouble and risked 
being unable to hold on to 
power until Mr. Major’s 
preferred election date of 
May 1. 

“It’s the prime minister's 
job to fix the date, not mine, 
I’m not going to speculate 
about that... nobody’s limp- 
ing along,’ Mr. Dorreil told 
a British Broadcasting Cor- 
poration (BBC) Radio in- 
terviewer Tuesday. 

The government’s defeat 
by 273 votes to 272 on an 
education bill amendment 
was not sufficiently serious 
to prompt a vote of confi- 
dence. which could push the 
government out of power if 
the Conservatives lost. 

But it proved how diffi- 
cult the main opposition 


Labour Party can make it 
for the government to keep 
the upper hand in parlia- 
ment. Recent opinion polls 
have shown the Conserva- 
tives some 20 points behind 
Labour. 

A breakdown in trust bet- 
ween Labour and the Con- 
servatives has led to the end 
of cross-party arrangements 
allowing members of par- 
liament detained elsewhere 
to miss votes without affect- 
ing the result, offering La- 
bour plenty of chances for 
ambushes. 

Labour’s education 
spokesman David Blunkett 
mocked at Mr. Major's 
chances of survival, saying 
the government “announces 
that it is going through to 
May and can’t even get 
through the evening." 


grade. 

A top court, making what 
it called a final ruling, over- 
turned a decision two weeks 
ago by the Belgrade Elec- 
tion Commission to recog- 
nise Together’s victory in 
the capital where one in five 
Serbians live. 

The decision came as the 
opposition took control of 
Nis, the country’s second 
largest town, for the first 
time in 50 years. 

Nis represents perhaps the 
biggest concession the gov- 
ernment has made in the 
face of the popular protests. 

Political analysts believe 
the government is harden- 
ing its stance by recognising 
only limited success for 
Together, allowing it uncon- 
tested control in only five 
municipalities — Uzice. 
Kragujevac. Zrenjanin, La- 
povo and Nis. 

In his Dec. 27 report for 
the OSCE, former Spanish 
Premier Felipe Gonzalez 
maintainted that the opposi- 
tion has also won Pirot, 
Kraljevo. Smederevska Pa- 
lanka. Vrsac, Soko Banja. 
Pancevo. Jagodina and 
Sabac, as well as Belgrade. 

New 
Austrian 
chancellor, 
government 
sworn in 

VIENNA (AFP) — Aus- 
tria's new Chancellor Vik- 
tor Kliraa was sworn in 
Tuesday following the res- 
ignation earlier this month 
of his predecessor Franz 
Vranitzky of the Social 
Democratic Party (SPOE). 

The- Austrian press Tues- 
day Hailed Mf. 1 ’Klima’s 
appointment as well as his 
choice of ministers. 

“With the radical reshuf- 
fling of his government 
Viktor Klima reveals a 
dynamic and energetic atti- 
tude.” reported the mass- 
circulation daily Kronen 
Zeitung. 

Kurier, another mass-cir- 
culation daily, judged that 
Mr. KJima’s “team is com- 
petent to take action ... Vik- 
tor Klima has the talent 
that is needed to be chan- 
cellor." 

The Kronen Zeitung, 
which compares Mr. Kli- 
ma without hesitation to 
U.S. President Bill Clin- 
ton. published results of a 
survey according to which 
43 per cent of the popula- 
tion is happy with the new 
government. 

Under Mr. Kliraa’s lead- 
ership. the government 
coalition in place since 
March. 1996, between the 
dominant SPOE and the 
smaller conservative Peo- 
ple's Party (OEVP) re- 
mains intact. 

In his first press confer- 
ence as Chancellor Klima 
said he intended to pursue 
cooperation with the 
OEVP in a "loyal and 
frank" manner. 

He rejected the possibili- 
ty of a coalition between 

the SPOE and the far-right 
Freedom Party of Joerg 
Haider, which came a close 
second to the Social De- 
mocrats in European elec- 
tions in December 1995 
and is the third biggest 
party in parliament. 

But the Austrian press 
predicted that Mr. Klima’s 
leadership would herald 
closer ties between the So- 
cial Democrats and Mr. 
Haider's nationalist party. 

Until now Mr. Vranitz- 
ky's aversion to Mr. Haider 
had consistently hampered 
the rise of the Freedom 
Party. 

Mr. Klima completely re- 
newed the SPOE wing of 
his coalition when he an- 
nounced the composition 
of his new government last 
week but he will head an 
unchanged OEVP team. 

From the previous SPOE 
cabinet Mr. Klima has 
retained only Caspar Ei- 
nem, formerly interior min- 
ister. whom he has made 
transport and science min- 
ister. 



A riot policeman smiles as his colleagues block the way of opposition demonstrators during a protest in the centre 
of the Yugoslavia capital M onday (Reuter photo) 

Algerian trade union leader wounded in attack 


ALGIERS (Agencies) — 
The head of Algeria’s pow- 
erful UGTA trade union. 
Abdul Hak Benhamouda, 
was seriously wounded by 
gunshots in an attack Tues- 
day, security services said. 

Mr. Benhamouda. leader 
of the General Union of Al- 
gerian Workers (UGTA) 
and a supporter of President 
Li amine Zeroual, was ad- 
mitted to Mustapha Hos- 
pital. 

His condition was report- 
ed as “serious." 

The attack took place at 
May 1 Square, in the heart 
of Algiers. 

Algeria is in the throes of 
a bloody civil war between 
the military-backed govern- 
ment and hardline Islamic 
groups. 

Mr. Benhamouda has been 
one of the main figures in 
Algeria's political and trade 
union life. 

He actively supported Mr. 
Zeroual during the presi- 
dential electfoincrf Novem- 
ber 1995.' ' 

Recently he announced 
that he would leave the 
UGTA this year to set up a 
political party. 

The Arabic -language Al 


Alam Essiassi (Poltical 
World) newspaper has re- 
ported that Mr. Benhamou- 
da had been designated by 
several organisations within 
the so-called “revolutionary 
family" to lead a pro- Zer- 
oual party. 

Meanwhile, the Algerian 
government Tuesday began 
deploying security forces 
near two main Muslim 
guerrilla strongholds in the 
northern outskirts of Al- 
giers, residents in the Al- 
gerian capital said. 

The residents, speaking by 
telephone, said they be- 
lieved the move might be 
the start of a huge operation 
in the area to wipe out Mus- 
lim rebels and give sub- 
stance to President Zer- 
oual’s vow last Friday to 
eradicate “terrorism." 

‘They started moving eq- 
uipment near Djebel Kou- 
kou. We saw soldiers and 
Ninja (anti-terrorist crack 
.troops) coming with the 
material during the night," 
said a woman living in the 
area. 

Djebel Koukou is a hilltop 
working-class neighbour- 
hood overlooking the Mus- 
lim fundamentalist Bab Al 


Oued stronghold in Algiers. 

At least "five bodies of 
slaughtered civilians were 
found early this month in 
Djebel Koukou, which ex- 
perienced some of Algiers’ 
heaviest battles between 
guerrillas and security for- 
ces last year. 

Residents said more secu- 
rity forces were seen near 
Bainem Forest, on the nor- 
thern edge of Algiers, where 
many guerrillas were be- 
lieved holed up. taking ad- 
vantage of the forest's maze 
of caves and grottos. 

The reports of the deploy- 
ments coincided with a call 
by the government-controlled 
newspaper Al Moudjahid for 
people to help the authorities 
fight the guerrillas. 

“The state, guarantor of 
the security of people and 
property, is called to intensi- 
fy its action against the vio- 
lence. We should all be 
aware of this tragic situation 
in order to give a push to 
destiny, putting die Algeridfr- 
nation above all,” said Al 
Moudjahid. 

Mr. Zeroual. a former ar- 
my general, did nor unveil 
any security measures to 
quash the guerrilla move- 


ment in his Friday speech 
but said: 

“I confirm to the Algerian 
people the determination of 
the Algerian state to battle 
against the terrorist groups 
until their final eradication." 

More than 200 people 
have been killed since the 
start on Jan. 10 of the Mus- 
lim fasting month of Rama- 
dan in massacre- rnd bomb- 
ings. mostly i . Al c : and' 

surrounding towns arl 
hamlets, according 
Algerian newspapers. 

An Algerian Islamist 
group calling itself the 
Faithful of the Sermon said 
in a statement Monday - 
Algeria's future would be'* 
“more bloody and the earth 
will tremble under the feet 
of the tyrannical regime." 

In the statement sent to an 
international news agency, 
the group said it controlled 
zones in Algeria and that 
Mr. Zeroual’s nationwide 
speech Friday showed his 
“regime" was nfcar its end: 

It was- not possible to' 
check the authenticity of the 
statement which mixed 
verses from the Koran, with 
accusations against the- 
Algerian authorities. 


Australian republic push bursts back to life; 


CANBERRA (R) — The 
push for Australia to be- 
come a republic has burst 
back to life with renewed 
calls for a national vote on 
the issue this year, amid 
charges that monarchist 
Prime Minister John Ho- 
ward is allowing the issue 
die. 

“We feel that the time has 
come for the government 
now to match its populist 
rhetoric to political reality 
and to have a plebiscite." 
Malcolm Turnbull, chair- 
man of the Australian Re- 
publican Movement, said 
Tuesday. 

Liberal leader Howard, 
who ousted Republican La- 
bour Prime Minister Paul 
Keating last March, made 
an election promise to hold 
a people's convention and 
plebiscite on the republic 
issue in 1997. 

Bur media reports say the 
government is planning ro 
water down the convention, 
allowing the national and 
state governments to elect 
all delegates, and possibly 
delay it until 1998. 

“If John Howard wants to 


be taken seriously as being 
committed to democracy 
then the people's conven- 
tion should be chosen by the 
people," Mr. Turnbull said 
at a news conference. 

“I'm very concerned that 
it's become a delaying tac- 
tic. It (the government) pro- 
mised a people's convention 
in 1997. We are now in 
1997 and we don't have the 
faintest idea what they're 
intending." Mr. Turnbull 
said. 

But Deputy Prime Minis- 
ter Tim Fischer Tuesday 
denied the government was 
moving too slowly -towards 
a promised vote on remov- 
ing Britain's Queen Eliza- 
beth as head-of-state. 

“This is a second-order is- 
sue as we seek to boost our 
export effort, as we seek to 
ensure job creation across 
the country." Mr. Fischer 
rold reporters. 

Mr. Fischer said he was 
confident the government 
would set up a people’s con- 
vention and a plebiscite on 
the republic issue. 

The convention aims to 
produce options to be voted 


on in a national plebiscite, 
but this vote would not be 
binding on the government 

To change the Australian 
constitution to allow a re- 
public, a majority of Austra- 
lians in a majority of the 
country's six states must 
support a referendum fa- 
vouring a republic. 

Mr. Howard’s cabinet dis- 
cussed its republic plans 
Tuesday at its first meeting 
for the year and Republi- 
cans are watching closely to 
see whether the government 
waters down any of its elec- 
tion promises. 

“It is disturbing that near- 
ly a year since it was elect- 
ed, the Howard government 
is overdue in announcing its 
programme,” New South 
Wales opposition leader Pe- 
ter Collins said Monday. 

“The perception is grow- 
ing, I trust wrongly, that the 
federal govenment is reneg- 
ing on its promises, which 
could become politically 
damaging," said Mr. Col- 
lins, a Republican member 

of Mr. Howard's Liberal 
Party. 

Opinion polls show about 


half of Australians want a- 
republic but also that they: 
think the country faces 
more pressing problems. 
Many are uncommitted. 

Mr. Keating began his re- 
publican push shortly after’ 
he became prime minister iij* 
1992 and the country be- 
came focussed on the issue 
for a few years. 

Mr. Keating hoped to re- 
place Queen Elizabeth with 
an Australian president either 
before the Sydney Olympic 
Games in 2000 or on Jan. 1, 
2001. the centenary of Aus- 
tralia’s federation from six 
British colonies. 

During the past 12 months 
the republic issue faded 
from the political arena. But 
the 1997 Australian of the 
year, Peter Doherty, rekin- 
dled the debate on Australia 
Day, Jan. 26, when he 
called for a republic. 

“I don't see any reason 
for maintaining a situation 
in which the head of state of 
Australia is the queen of 
England," said Mr. Doherty, 
a medical researcher who 
jointly won the Nobel Prize,' 

for Medicine in 1996 . 
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Burma announces jailing of 14 for role in unrest 

I * I A L'Ti V KT J*_ r. 


RANGOON (AFP) — 
Burma's military junta said 
Tuesday that 14 people, 
including five members of 
Aung San Suu Kyi's main 
opposition party, have been 
jailed for seven years for 
their part in last month's 
student protests. 

Burmese military intelli- 
gence said in two state- 
ments that the 14 were sen- 
tenced under the 
Emergency Act of 1950 
after being “found guilty of 
agitation and throwing 
rocks at security personnel 
during the student unrest 
last December.” 

Mrs. Suu Kyi. reached by 
telephone from Bangkok, 
said the sentences were a 
sham since the trials were 
not made public and the 
accused had been denied 
access to proper counsel. 


“I don't for a moment 
believe that they were found 
guilty since they were obvi- 
ously tried in camera,” she 
said. ‘The fact that they 
were tried in camera ... indi- 
cates that they were not 
guilty.” 

One of the statements, 
which did not name those 
jailed, said the sentencings 
had been carried out on Jan. 
27 at the court in Insein 
township, the Rangoon sub- 
urb where the country’s 
most notorious prison " is 
located. 

The statements said that 
five of the 14 were mem- 
bers of Mrs. Suu Kyi’s 
National League for 
Democracy (NLD) and 
none were students. 

Mrs. Suu Kyi said the 
NLD had not been informed 
about the sentencings and 


was unaware the trial had 
taken place. "They don’t tell 
us or the families anythin** ” 
she said. ° 

‘If the evidence against 
them was strong, there 
would be all the more rea- 
son thar they should be tried 
m public,” she added. 

The opposition leader has 

frequently criticised the 

summary trials carried out 
by die Burmese military and 
its failure to inform families 

of trials and judgements 

05 well as allow for inde- 
pendent defence lawyers. 

Trials for violations of the 
Country’s draconian public 
security laws - as is the 
case for many criminal 
cases are held in secret 
and the accused are forced 
to accept counsel provided 
by the state. 

Mrs. Suu Kyi said she 


doubted that none of the 14 
were students since a large 
number had been picked up 
following the unrest in 
December. She added that 
the NLD's first step would 
be to find out the names of 
those sentenced. 

Tuesday's announcement 
came just 10 days after 20 
people — including 14 
NLD members — were 
handed seven-year sen- 
tences for taking part in the 
wave of student protests 
which brought a security 
clampdown in Rangoon. 

Mrs. Suu Kyi said the 
pany had only managed to 
identify one of the 20 peo- 
ple whose sentences 
announced on Jan. 18 — an 
NLD youth who worked in 
the garden of her. lakeside 

compound who was sen- 
tenced to seven years. 
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World News 

■ ♦Zairean army counteroffensive stalls 


Jordan Times, Wednesday, January 29, 1997 
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KISANGANI, Zaire (Agen- 
cies) — The Zairean array’s 
promised massive counter- 
offensive -against rebels in 
eastern .Zaire appears to 
have stalled in recent days, 
severafspiurces in this town 
on. the eastern border said 
Tuesday,: 

They said the rebels, who 
control £ large swathe of 
eastern Zaire, have main- 
tained tSeir positions along 
a fcpBt#3Q0 kilometres east 
of ffis^gani and about 100 
kilometres west of the town 

ofrWalflcale. i 

vI|-was4mpossible to inde- 
peflftoitly verify the reports 
and "the government has 
made no official statements. 

Clashes have flared chie- 
fly near the town of Wali- 
kalp, 150 kilometres west of 
GOnja, where both sides are 
fogj i f i on a front which has 
J Tfeudged for two weeks. 
_^^r'sources ( said the 
slowdown in the govern- 
ment’s counteroffensive 
was linked to problems in 
resupplying troops with 
weapons and ammunition. 

They said no ground cor- 
ridor had been set up to 
resupply die troops and the 
only form of transport avai- 
lable was by air, which was 
insufficient. 

Observers said that with 
the end of January app- 
roaching, another potential 
flashpoint for the govern- 
ment was the soldiers’ 
salaries. 

The soldiers, who earn an 
average of one dollar a 


month, have not been paid 
in months and have already 
staged two rebellions in the 
capital Kinshasa. Recent 
government budget cuts 
may also fuel discontent 
within the army, sources 
here said. 

Meanwhile, Rwanda’s mi- 
litary strongman said Tues- 
day he 1 was concerned at the 
government counteroffen- 
sive in eastern Zaire and 
hoped ihe campaign would 
not spill over into Rwanda. 

Vice-President and De- 
fence Minister Paul Kaga- 
me however said Zairean 
rebels current’ ■ apr-ored to 
be winning in fighting with 
Zairean troops backed by 
foreign mercenaries in the 
east. 

“We are taking seriously 
the possibility of a counter- 
offensive by the Zaireans 
and of course we want to 
keep this outside Rwanda,” 
Gen. Kagame. Rwanda’s 
former Tutsi rebel leader, 
told reporters at Kigali 
Airport 

“But at the moment it ap- 
pears this is a fight the re- 
bels are winning and the 
Zaireans seem to be more 
talk than action on the 
ground as events are show- 
ing,” he added. 

Gen. Kagame was speak- 
ing at departure ceremonies 
for Tanzanian President 
Benjamin Mkapa, who en- 
ded a 24-hour visit to 
Rwanda where he discussed 
security issues with the 
country’s leaders. 


Zairean rebel leader Lau- 
rent Kabila denied Monday 
a Zairean government an- 
nouncement that its troops 
last week recaptured the 
town of WalikaJe, 120 kilo- 
metres from rebel head- 
quarters in the city of Go- 
ma, and had killed 100 
rebels. 

Mr. Kabila told the British 
Broadcasting Corporation 
that the rebels had so far 
had no trouble from the 
counteroffensive an- 

nounced by Kinshasa. He 
said foreign mercenaries 
had stopped fighting and 
resumed training after two 
were killed by rebels. 

He denied Walikale had 
fallen and dismissed the go- 
vernment report of its cap- 
ture as propaganda to fool 
the Zairean people. 

Mr. Kabila said the gov- 
ernment campaign would 
fail to wrest a swath of east- 
ern Zaire from the rebels 
because the Zairean army 
was ineffective and merce- 
naries wanted to live to 
spend their salaries. 

Witnesses said the shrou- 
ded body of a white merce- 
nary killed fighting rebels 
arrived by helicopter over 
the weekend in the city of 
Kisangani, the headquarters 
for the counteroffensive. 

Up to 300 soldiers of for- 
tune. many Serbs from the 
former Yugoslavia, are in 
eastern Zaire to help the cam- 
paign to regain control over 
the east ordered by President 
Mobutu Sese Seko. 
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S. Korean police raids Hanbo HQ 


SEOUL (R) — South Ko- Hanbo’s flagship, Hanbo 
rean police raided offices of Steel Co, sought court pro- 
the foundering Hanbo tection after piling up debts 
. group, and top bankers of $5.8 billion to build a 

'. Jwere hatred from travelling new steel mill that many 

■ ii* a loan scandal that has analysts regard as a white 

rocked President Kim 
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Young Sam’s government 
in an election year. 

Ml Kim cancelled a trip 
to Europe to focus on the 
biggest financial crisis of 
his tom. 

Share.prices dived despite 
a ftespe^e.governraent bid • 
rescue- the market, and 
the centraLbank continued 
to pump ’money into the 
banking system to prevent a 
credit crunch. 


elephant. A second unit of 
South Korea’s 14th largest 
conglomerate also applied 
for coun protection from 
creditors. 

Meanwhile, the tycoon at 
the centre of the scandal, 
Hanbo founder Chung Tae- 
Spo who helped bankroll 
the corrupt administration 
of former President Roh 
Tae-Woo, was rushed to 
hospital after complaining 
of high blood pressure. 


Mr. Kim ordered a probe 
into loans to Hanbo after 
opposition allegations of 
government influence-ped- 
dling. 

Police raided the homes 
of Mr. Chung and his four 
sons together with offices 
of Hanbo Steel and 15 affil- 
iates. “Search warrants 
were issued to seize evi- 
dence for any financial irre- 
gularities,” Prosecutor Lee 
Cbung-Soo said. 

The.-; Justice 
slapped overseas travel 
bans on heads of Hanbo 
Steel’s major creditor 
banks. 


CIA taught 
torture 
methods in 
training 
manual 

WASHINGTON (R) — 
The U.S. Central Intelli- 
gence Agency (CIA) taught 
torture techniques in the 
early 1980s. including 
ways to break a prisoner’s 
will through sensory depri- 
vation and inducing strong 
fear, a newly declassifed 
CIA training manual 
showed. 

The guide. Human Re- 
sources Exploitation Trai- 
ning Manual — 19S3. ap- 
pears to have been de- 
signed for training security 
forces allied with Washing- 
ton's anti- Communist cru- 
sade in Central America 
under former President Ro- 
nald Reagan. 

The CIA said Monday 
that a policy strongly op- 
posing the the use of tor- 
ture had been written into 
updates of the t rainin g ma- 
nual between 1984 and ear- 
ly 1985. 

A cover sheet inserted by 
1985 cautioned students: 
“The use of force, mental 
torture, threats, insults or 
exposure to inhumane 
treatment of any kind as an 
aid to interrogation is pro- 
hibited by law, both inter- 
national and domestic it is 
□either authorised nor con- 
doned. 

“We respect and are corn- 
mined to internationally re- 
cognised human rights 
standards” Mark Mans- 
field, a CIA spokesman, 
said on Monday. “We do 
not engage in activities that 
could be construed as sup- 
port for. encouragement of, 
or complicity in human 
rights violations. 

“Adherence to human 
rights principles is not only 
emphasised in our training 
but it Is intnynsic to all of 
our activities/’ added -the * 
CIA spokesman, who was 
long involved in training 
pro-U.S. security forces 
abroad. 


Maskhadov on course for 
Chechen election victory 


GROZNY (R) — Aslan 
Maskhadov, who forced 
Russian troops out of Che- 
chenya with a combination 
of guerrilla warfare and 
shrewd diplomacy, ap- 
peared headed Tuesday for 
a clear victory in presiden- 
tial elections. 

At Mr. Maskhadov's 
headquarters in the Che- 
chen capital, Grozny, guer- 
rillas in camouflage uni- 
form with rifles slung over 
their shoulders hugged each 
other as women laughed 
and celebrated. 

“Preliminary figures al- 
low us to say that Aslan 
Maskhadov has become 
president of Chechenya,” 
said Mr. Maskhadov’s clos- 
est aide and spokesman Ma- 
yerbek Vachagayev as he 
raised a clenched fist in the 
air in a victory gesture fol- 
lowing Monday’s poll. 

The claim, if confirmed 
by official results, might of- 
fer some comfort in Mos- 
cow after a disastrous mili- 
tary campaign. 

Although he has vowed to 
confront the Kremlin over 
the delicate issue of the 
mainly Muslim region's so- 
vereignty. 

As the man who inflicted 
humiliating defeats on the 
Russian army he is surely 
no friend of the Kremlin. 
But among 13 candidates in 
Monday’s poll, the quietly 
spoken former Soviet army 
colonel is the man Russian 
leaders have learned to deal 
with at the negotiating 
table. 

Mr. Vachagayev said early 


results showed Mr. Mas- 
khadov had captured about 
58 per cent, against 30 per 
cent for chief rival Shamil 
Basayev. If no candidate 
wins 50 per cent in the first 
round, a second ballot will 
be held between the two top 
candidates. 

Mr. Maskhadov negotiat- 
ed a peace deal with Mos- 
cow last year, providing for 
complete withdrawal of 
Russian troops after a two- 
year war that resulted in 
tens of thousands of dead 
and widespread destruction 
in Chechenya. 

About a kilometre away 
from Mr. Maskhadov’s 
headquarters, near the Mi- 
nutka traffic roundabout 
that was long a focus of 
fighting, the mood in rival 
Basayev’s camp was som- 
bre. 

A Basayev victory would 
be a further bitter blow for 
the Kremlin which sees him 
without reservation as a ter- 
rorist. 

Commander Basayev led 
a raid on the south Russian 
town of Budennovsk in 
1995, taking some 1.000 
hostages. About 100 people 
died in the action, which 
revived a flagging guerrilla 
campaign. 

All leading candidates say 
they would press quickly 
for sovereignty, despite a 
provision in the peace deal 
deferring the issue for five 
years. Mr. Maskhadov de- 
mands “war reparations” to 
rebuild an economy based 
on the oil industry. 

A Russian deputy foreign 


minister, underlining Krem- 
lin sensitivity on the sover- 
eignty issue, said at the 
weekend that Moscow was 
ready to break off relations 
with” any country that 
moved to gram Chechenyu 
diplomatic recognition. 

Another leading Maskha- 
dov rival. Movladi Udugov. 
virtually acknowledged de- 
feat. 

“It’s time to finish with the 
dividing up of power and get 
down to work," he said, in a 
clear indication he would be 
willing to cooperate with Mr. 
Maskhadov to prevent any 

future internal conflict. Mr. 
Maskhadov scented in he 
sure of victory. 

The present acting Presi- 
dent Zemlikhan Yandarbi- 
yev said he would not work 
with Mr. Maskhadov. 
“There is no precedent in 
history for an outgoing pre- 
sident to work with the new 
one.” he told the Moscow 
radio station Ekho Moskvy. 

Electoral Commission 
chairman Mumudi Suvdni- 
yev told Russian Television 
Mr. Maskhadov had more 
than 60 per cent by early 
morning. A preliminary re- 
sult may be available to- 
wards evening, he said. 

In Moscow. President Bo- 
ris Yeltsin, recovering from 
pneumonia, culled a meet- 
ing of his top-level consul- 
tative council to discuss the 
results of the poll Tuesday. 

Outside observers have 
said they were impressed by 
the smoothness of the vot- 
ing and an absence of major 
violations. 


There were no reports of 
violence in a land awash 
with arms. 

Mr. Yeltsin admits send- 
ing troops to crush the Che- 
chen rebels in 1994 ranks as 
one of the biggest mistakes 
of his presidency. It could 
yet be one that haunts him 
well into a second term al- 
ready overshadowed by ill- 
ness. 

Chechens in their devas- 
tated capital Grozny voiced 
mixed emotions about the 
prospect of Mr. Maskhadov 
as their leader. 

“I flunk that today Mr. 
Maskhadov is the best man 
to stabilise the situation in 
Chechenya." said one 
young voter. 

“Now they t, Russia) will 
have to recognise us. we’re 
people too. like Portugal, 
Holland, we’re not mon- 
keys.” said another. “With 
Maskhadov as president 
everything will be OK." 

But another armed man 
sporting the black beard of a 
guerrilla, feared Mr. Mas- 
khadov would be “too soft" 
on Moscow. 

“He may be a soldier, but 
he's weak.” he said. “The 
people who voted For Mr. 
Maskhadov are opposed to 
independence." 

Mr. Maskhadov’s task 
will be far front simple. 

Chechenya has won de 
facto independence with the 
withdrawal of Russian 
troops. Bui with its buck to 
the towering Caucasus 
Mountains, it is hemmed in 
by Russian territory and is 
ail but bankrupt. 


Albanians backing away from confrontation 


TIRANA (AFP) — President Sali Berisha Tuesday 
promised compensation for Albanians who lost their life 
savings to Pyramid schemes whose collapse has triggered 
violent protests around the country. 

He was addressing a crowd of some 5,000 government 
supporters who gathered in the capital Tirana even though 
ffie government said Monday it was cancelling a rally it. ini- 
tially planned for Tuesday. 

Mr. Berisha said the government would “work to repay 
the money that was stolen” from hundreds of thousands of 
people in Europe's poorest country and that the issue would 


be resolved “quickly and fairly." 

Albanians backed away from a major confrontation 
Tuesday with both opposition and government calling on 
their supporters not to stage rival mass rallies in the capital. 

The ruling Democratic Party had urged its followers 
instead to -repair windows and damage to public buildings . 
caused by Sunday^ violent protests over the cdUapse of 
Pyramid savings schemes.' The opposition Socialist Party, 
which has accused the ruling party of colluding with organ- 
isers of the bogus get-rich-quick plans, had earlier issued its 
own appeal for calm in the party paper Zeri I Popullit. 
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Get connected for 

FREE ! 


Now, Fastlink makes getting 
a cellular phone more affordable than ever! 


JD 


Fastlink is offering all new 
subscribers free connection fee 
from now until the end 
of Ramadan. 

So> get connected now! 

ffla/)tac/a/i < ( /urrce/n 



For more information, please call us at 
863750 or 111 on your cellular. 

Don't Let Life Slow You Down 


Now and until the end of Ramadan while supplies last 
Fastlink is offering selected Motorola cellular phones 

at JD 199. 


Don't Let Life Slow You Down. 


For more information, please call us at 
863750 or 111 on vour cellular. 
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Bridging the gap 


REPORTS THAT Syria and Israel are search- 
ing for a common ground to re-launch peace 
talks between them after a hiatus of almost a 
year is good news. Israeli Prime Minister 
Benvamin Netanyahu has until recently reject- 
ed resuming negotiations with Damascus from 
where former Labour prime ministers Yitzhak 
Rabin and Shimon Peres had left off. Syrian 
President Hafez Assad, on the other hand, offi- 
cially declared that the Syrian track must pro- 
ceed on the basis of what the former Israeli 
government had agreed to. a clear commitment 
that in return for full peace the Jewish state 
would ultimately withdraw from the entire 
Golan Heights and to the June 4, 1967 lines. 

The two sides have got bogged down over the 
basis on which their talks could be reactivated 
from their current dormant state. Now there is 
increasingly talk about a compromise between 
the two being worked out with the help of the 
Americans. Mr. Netanyahu was quoted in the 
Israeli press as saying that efforts are being 
made to reach “a bridging formula'’ which will 
enable a resumption of the talks. According to 
other news reports, the U.S„ although not 
recognising the Labour commitment for with- 
drawal, seems to be seeking to obtain pledges 
from both parties that their talks would aim at 
full peace based on U.N. Security Council res- 
olutions 242 and 338 and the land-for-peace 
formula. 

Still, even this seemingly benign formula, is 
troublesome because it would technically take 
the two parties back to the Madrid conference 
stage. Going back that far would necessarily 
equal returning to square one. It would also 
mean that all the painstaking talks between the 
two countries since the preliminary phase of the 
Madrid conference was initiated in 1991 would 
be deemed as non-existent. In real terms it 
would be hard for both Israel and Syria to 
ignore all their past negotiations as if nothing 
had happened. 

Prime Minister Netanyahu would like to sat- 
isfy his constituency at this stage by repeating 
his hardline stance on the Heights, hence his 
insistence that negotiations could resume but 
“without prior conditions." The Likud-led gov- 
ernment's performance on Hebron, however, 
demonstrates that he can be as practical and 
pragmatic in real situations as he can be doc- 
trinaire and abstract in public. We have no 
doubt that neither Damascus nor the U.S. 
would want to go back to the situation that 
existed six years ago had they not received 
assurances from Israel that past achievements 
arc not buried and done with. That's why we 
believe that the Syrian-Israeli peace talks will 
begin again soon but neither from the point 
where they began in Madrid nor from point 
where they reached with Labour, but some- 
where in between. Under the circumstances, 
this would be good enough to breathe new life 
into the Svria-Israeli front 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


IT SEEMS that the region is unable io maintain stabil- 
ity for long, said the At Ra'i editorial, even in light of 
die recent peace treaties Palestine and Jordan signed 
with Israel. It seems that North Africa's turn has come 
to face problems, it continued, with violence in Algeria 
getting worse and no solution to the Lhreat to the lives 
of women, children and innocent civilians in sight. 
Hostility has become a way of living for the Sudanese 
as well, the editorial said, adding that the reason behind 
violence in these countries is the same: Sudan claims 
that it is trying to preserve its Islamic identity and the 
Algerian activists state that they too are defending 
Islam. It seems that the world powers are behind the 
violence and terrorism in the two North African coun- 
tries. as they have a strategic interest in keeping the 
Arab World in a perpetual state of chaos. 


HISTORY REPEATS itself, states the Al Dustour edi- 
torial Tuesday. The situation in Sudan and Algiers is 
reminiscent of that of Iraq, six years ago, it adds, say- 
ing that the same bitter feelings and minor miscalcula- 
tions that were behind the Iraqi adversity six years ago 
seem to be prevailing in the current state of affairs in 
Sudan and Algeria today. The Arab capitals are again at 
odds and no one seems to have learnt the lesson of his- 
tory. Therefore, the editorial urges the Arab Nations to 
stand together and help Sudan, in its moment of plight, 
trt riMinir,* cn nor rn hpcnme another “Iran**, and to 


to reunite, so as nor to become another “Iraq", and to 
preserve whatever shred of humanity and honour it has 
left. 


The EU and Israel’s 


human rights responsibilities 


By Abdullah Mutawi 


AS 1996 drews to an end. a 
new chapter of European- 
Israeli relations came closer 
to inception with the antici- 
pated ratification of the EU- 
Israel Association 

Agreement. There is a real 
risk, however, that a speedy 
and unqualified ratification 
of the agreement by EU 
member states would con- 
done Israel's current prac- 
tice and standard of respect 
for human rights as an 
acceptable benchmark to be 
applied to the EU’s relations 
with Israel. 

An integral element of all 
EU internal and external 
relations is that they are 
explicitly conditioned on 
respect for human rights, in 
accordance with accepted 
obligations under interna- 
tional law. The EU-Israel 
Association Agreement is 
no exception to this rule, 
with Article 2 defining 
"respect for human rights 
and democratic principles" 
as being “an essential ele- 
ment" of relations between 
the EU and Israel. 

The agreement, initialled 
in Brussels by EU and 
Israeli representatives in 
September, comes at the 
beginning of an ambitious 
project labelled the EU- 
Mediterranean Partnership. 
The stated objectives of the 
partnership, which envis- 
ages the relaxation of trade 
barriers between participat- 
ing states and the Union, 
combine economic coopera- 
tion and close political dia- 
logue to promote political 
stability among the partner 
countries. 

The agreement is subject 
to a dual ratification proce- 
dure whereby the legislature 
of each member state must 
ratify the agreement follow- 
ing separate apprcival by the 
European Parliament. The 
reason for this is that areas 
of cooperation under the 
agreement fall, in some 
cases, under the compe- 
tence of the Union and in 
other cases under the com- 
petence of individual mem- 
ber states. The European 
Parliament ratified the EU- 
Israel agreement last 
February and ratification by 
national legislatures is now 
under way. 

Ratification of agreements 
like this is usually a matter 
of routine procedure in the 
national parliaments of EU 
member states, and it can be 
difficult to find out what 
stage such an agreement has 
reached or exactly when it 
might be tabled for ratifica- 
tion. This can be a source of 
much frustration for those 
who fear that a routine rati- 
fication of the agreement, at 
a time when Israel’s govern- 
ment is openly pursuing 
policies in gross violation of 
international law. will sig- 
nal the inadvertent acquies- 
cence of the EU states and 
their parliaments to these 
policies. 


In search of 
minimum standards 


The EU-Israel Association 
Agreement has been linked 
to the peace process by the 
European Council in its 
Luxembourg Declaration 
last October. The declara- 
tion was widely seen as a 
warning to Netanyahu, 
whose recalcitrance pro- 
vokes foreboding at the EU. 
which negotiated the deal 
with his 'predecessors. It 
remains to be seen whether 
EU states will take up the 
challenge and secure 
Israel’s compliance with the 
minimum standards of 
respect for human rights 
w’hich they would expect as 
a starting point in their dis- 
cussions with any potential 
Mediterranean partner. The 
behaviour of certain mem- 
ber states over the past year 
would suggest that this is 
unlikely. The EU has made 
numerous attempts in recent 
months to establish itself as 
a protagonist in the peace 
process and has been exas- 
perated in its battle not to be 
sidelined by the U.S. 
Increasing accessibility to 
aid and the relaxation of 
trade barriers is the EU's 
most obvious trump card in 
this context and the EU- 
Mediterranean Partnership 
fits in well with the EU's 
attempt to secure a position 
of influence in the changing 
shape of the Middle East. 

On the other hand, the EU 
has also long recognised 
and condemned Israel's fail- 
ure to respect Palestinian 
rights in clear breach of its 
obligations under the Fourth 
Geneva Convention of 1949 
as an occupying power and 
a party to that convention. 

Israel is currently engaged 
in the systematic impover- 
ishment through exclusion 
of Palestinian labourers 
from occupied Jerusalem as 
well as extended area clo- 
sures and illegal land expro- 
priation and obstruction of 
Palestinian internal and 
external trade. These prac- 
tices, in addition to the ille- 
gal expansion of settlements 
in the occupied territories 
and officially sanctioned 
and institutionalised torture, 
are all illustrations cited by 
the Ramallah-based Centre 
for International Human 
Right Enforcement 

(CIHRE) of Israel's shame- 
less disregard for its inter- 
national obligations. 

"For a while.” argues 
Lynn Welchman of CIHRE, 
“we have been in a situation 
where raising Israel’s 
human rights abuses and 
violations of international 
law is seen — particularly 
but not only by the U.S. — 
as somehow ‘disruptive - of 
the peace process." The 
Washington -based Human 
Rights Watch/Middle East 
in their World Report 1997 
refers to the “public 
silence" maintained by the 
U.S. administration in the 


face of human rights viola- 
tions by Israel. “And yet," 
argues Dr. Welchman, ‘‘it is 
the systematic violation of 
international treaty law 
resulting in abuses of 
Palestinian human rights, 
both as individuals and as a 
people, that has rendered 
the peace process so 
extremely vulnerable.” 
Indeed, CIHRE is not the 
first human rights organisa- 
tion to point out that even if 
the Oslo accords were 
implemented to the letter, 
they would still leave exten- 
sive control and discretion 
over vital matters affecting 
the personal and economic 
security of the Palestinian 
population entirely in 
Israel's hands, with no guar- 
antee of their rights. 


trade agreement, on the 
grounds that the Oslo 
accords place Palestinian 
external economic relations 
under Israel’s final control. 


Torture 


Economic collapse 
in the territories 


It is in this context that 
human rights groups and 
other NGOs across Europe 
are urging their national 
legislatures to exercise 
extreme caution and mea- 
sured consideration before 
ratifying the agreement It is 
actually' remarkable that the 
EU is considering an agree- 
ment of such benefit to the 
Israeli economy when the 
Israeli repression of the 
Palestinian economy is 
causing European develop- 
ment assistance to be effec- 
tively redeployed to offset 
the resulting economic col- 
lapse. Over the last two 
years, the losses sustained 
by the Palestinian economy 
are said to have amounted 
to more than double the 
total value of all donor 
assistance. 

In addition to the loss of 
over 100,000 jobs since the 
exclusion of Palestinian 
labourers from Israel, the 
Israeli government has 

i mposed fifteen' : -“internal ■ 
closures/'* vtatallihg- 109 

days, accompaiiied by 

severe restrictions on inter- 

nal movement and a total 
cut-off of Palestinian access 
to Israeli-controlled air and 
sea ports. This has paral- 
ysed Palestinian internal 
and external trade and while 
these policies are imposed 
under the guise of "securi- 
ty/’ Israel is allowing for the 
undisturbed movement of 
its own goods and goods 
produced by Palestinian 
firms under contract to 
Israeli enterprises. 

According to CIHRE, this 
has cost the Palestinian 
economy an estimated $4- 
5m per day of closure. 
Palestinian agricultural pro- 
duce is “priced out of the 
market" by being subjected 
to delays of up to 15 days, 
damaging manual “securi- 
ty" inspections and signifi- 
cant added costs. In keeping 
with its tradition of effron- 
tery, Israel has even protest- 
ed against the EU’s negotia- 
tions with the PLO, meant 
to lead to the establishment 
of a Palestinian-EU free 


The exasperation of the 
Palestinian population has 
reached critical levels in the 
face of such measures and 
these are compounded by 
the continuing mistreatment 
and abuse perpetrated by 
the Israeli government. 
Unlawful imprisonment in 
Israel and the torture of 
detainees continue, in viola- 
tion of the Geneva 
Convention, the Convention 
against Torture, and the 
international covenants. 
Moreover, Israel’s govern- 
ment and judiciary have 
recently taken the unprece- 
dented step of formally 
sanctioning higher levels of 
“physical pressure" against 
Palestinian detainees. 




“It is actually 
remarkable that 
the EU is con- 
sidering an agr- 
eement of such 
benefit to the 
Israeli economy 
when the Israeli 
repression of 
the Palestinian 
economy is cau- 
sing European 
development as- 
sistance to be 
effectively rede- 
ployed to offset 
the \ resuUi 
edohomic " co* 
lapse ” 


Scant regard has been 
paid by the international 
community to what 
Amnesty International has 
described as “the judicial 
authorisation of torture.” 
“Violent shaking” is only 
one — and by no means the 
harshest — of the measures 
included in the “exceptional 
dispensation" granted to the 
Israeli security service in 
October 1994 after a suicide 
bombing in Tel Aviv. In its 
most recent Urgent Action 
on the fear of torture of a 
Palestinian detainee in 
Israeli custody. Amnesty 
International asks nationals 
of EU countries to “seek 
assurances from your for- 
eign ministries that, in the 
context of the debate on the 
Association Agreement, 
they will ask the Israeli gov- 
ernment to review its poli- 


cies and practices in order 
to fulfill its obligations 
under international law/' 

The new Israeli govern- 
ment has escalated land 
confiscation and the estab- 
lishment and expansion of 
illegal settlements in viola- 
tion of the Fourth Geneva 
Convention and has begun 
major new construction on 

3.000 settle* households in 

the West Bank in the last 
four months alone. A 
spokesman for 

Infrastructure Minister Ariel 
Sharon said that in the long 
term Israel planned to build 
two new Jewish cities in the 
occupied territories which it 
hoped would increase the 
settler population by up to 

100.000 from the current 
number of around 145,000 
(excluding East Jerusalem). 

Inherent in the arguments 
presented by organisations 
such as CIHRE is the 
premise that, even preced- 
ing ratification of the EU 
agreement, Israel is already 
violating not only its under- 
takings under international 
humanitarian law, but also 
its exiting trade obligations 
to the EU. Undertakings 
made by Israel to the 
European Commission in 
1987 with regard to 
Palestinian exports to the 
EU have been systematical- 
ly flouted in clear contra- 
vention of the social and 
economic rights of the 
Palestinians. A representa- 
tive of a prestigious British 
development agency told a 
meeting at Westminster that 
the difficulty of implement- 
ing aid programmes on the 
ground is worse than ever. 

There can be no doubt that 
there is a real conflict 
between the government of 
Israel making the human 
rights declaration in Article 
2 of its Association 
Agreement with the EU.and, 
its conduct 1 on the ground! ■ 
Ratification of the agreed [(j 
ment by EU member, states 
must be seen in the context 
where violation of interna- 
tional law continues as a 
matter of Israeli govern- 
ment policy. 

In order to maintain some 
credibility for the prospects 
of the peace process it is 
crucial that the European 
Union uses what leverage it 
can muster at this critical 
stage to put in place some 
firm, law-based rules for 
Israeli conduct in the inter- 
im. The EU itself must 
recognise that Israel's per- 
sistent violation of the 
Fourth Geneva Convention 
of 1949 is also a violation of 
its treaty obligations to the 
members states and remains 
the responsibility of the 
member states to correct. 


Abdullah Mutawi is a 
London-based lawyer who 
works with the Centre for 
Economic and Social 
Rights. The above article is 
reprinted fri.m the Middle 
East International. 


Russian soldiers feel betrayed 
after Chechenya pull-out 


BUDENNOVSK. Russia 
(AFP) — When battle-hard- 
ened Russian officers here 
raised vodka glasses in hon- 
our of a comrade’s promotion 
to lieutenant colonel, the 
toast was simple: “Jusi one 
wish — that he gets an apart- 
ment”. 

The end of the war in 
Chechenya has only deep- 
ened the plight of the 205th 
Motorised Rifle Brigade, spe- 
cially created to maintain 
Russian rule in the separatist 
region and now left homeless 
by the decision to pull out all 
troops. 

Hastily withdrawn over 
new year, the 205ih’s 6.000 
troops were dumped in two 
muddy, makeshift camps out- 
side Budennovsk. a once 
quiet town in southern 
Russia, famous only for a 
bloody raid by Chechen 
Fighters in 1995. 

Many troops have not been 
paid for months and morale 
and discipline have hit rock 
bottom. 

One camp is mostly tents 
set up in a Field of frozen 


mud. the second is in a 
sprawling, unfinished build- 
ing requisitioned by the army. 

“This was not what we 
expected." Colonel Sergei 
Ivanovich said bitterly at the 
second camp. 

“This was an active, proven 
brigade which has been aban- 
doned. 

The boys who defended the 
state’s interests are now no 
longer wanted. Not one offi- 
cer has an apartment. We’ll 
never understand.” he said. 

Officers live and cook with 
their families in single rooms, 
while soldiers share rooms 
packed with bunks. 

Security is so low that an 
AFP journalist was able to 
walk into the camp unchal- 
lenged. Drunken soldiers 
stood and smoked in corri- 
dors and in one room a dozen 
majors, lieutenant colonels 
and colonels were in the mid- 
dle of a heavy vodka binge. 

When the brigade first 
arrived in Budennovsk, resi- 
dents collected to give them 
food and warm clothing, but 
the welcome chilled when 


soldiers sold weapons on the 
black market and appeared 
drunk in public. 

Now the locals dub the 
brigade the “200th drunken 
brigade" in a Russian pun on 
“205th”. 

“We feel sorry for them, but 
they're a load of hooligans," 
said Budennovsk farmer 
Viktor Boichenko. “Once a 
drunken soldier came up to 
us with a handgrenade and 
we all ran off. Their officers 
have Laken over the hotel and 
a maid there told me they left 
landmines around." 

Kolya, a 40-year-old “kon- 
traktnik," or short-term pro- 
fessional soldier, said: “We 
were promised everything — 
apartments anywhere in 
Russia and decent pay — and 
we got nothing." But he said 
most soldiers were glad they 
no longer had to fight. 

“Here we’re on home 
ground at least. We can go 
out and meet people and get 
on with them. In Chechenya. 
wherever you went you did- 
n’t know if someone would 
shoot you in the back.’’ 


LETTERS 


Thank you for a 
nice stay 


To the Editor: 


HAVING BEEN three weeks in Jordan to qualify for 
ninmjig Airbus 310, using the Royal Jordanian simula- 
ror facilities, I would like to thank, through the Jordan 
Times that I would read daily during mu stay all 
Jordanians for making my sejour so wonderful 
I found the people very kind and always helpful 
My badly misinfonned opinion changed completely 
and I will make sure that everybody 1 meet knows about 
your beautiful people and country. 


Rois Borges, 
Airline pilot, 
TAP Air, 
Portugal. 


V[ e J ° rdm *™» welcomes letters and contribution . 
fr°m its readers an any subject they w ish,oSe 
Letters Intended for publication, however. sCdccn 
aante and preferably Zdn-ss as 



The loss 
motive 


By Ali Kassay 


“OUR PRICES are 
absolutely non-nego- 
tiable. I swear to you 
solemnly that I .am selling 
you this article, at a loss, 
but I need the money. If 
this son of thing goes on 
my business will be 
ruined and my children 
will starve. They will 
have to stand on street 
comers and beg. 
However, that is all right. 0 
Since you are such a nice 
guy I shall let you have it 
for two dinars less than 
the rock-bottom, non- 
negotiable price." 

It is virtually impossi- 
ble to do any. shopping in 
Jordan without hearing 
these utterances, or some 
variation on the theme. 
Whether you are buying a 
house or a handkerchief, 
there is a ritual that you 
have to go through when 
negotiating the price. 

It starts with the sales- 
man giving- you solemn 
assurances, that he is sell- 
ing at the lowest price 
possible. He will swear 
on the soul of his mother, 
the divorce of his wife, 
his sight and the life of 
his children,! (noticeably 
enough, he omits from 
this Vrav of cherished 
people and items an oath 
on the efficiency of the 
motor of his luxury car) r ' 
that if he were to sell the 
article for a penny less he 
would be making a loss 
that would certainly be 
his ruination. Then he 
will reduce the price 
“only for you.” 

Ironically. no one 
believes him: » He- 'knows 
^that no orie beiieves’fnm. 
^yet he would go through 
' the ritual all the same. 
Moreover, the buyer, 
though folly aware that 
he is being fed a pack of 
untruths, insists on hear- 
ing them. If the seller 
were to miss out on one 
of the oaths, the purchas- 
er would be so disap- 
pointed by the inefficien- 
cy and lack of tact of the 
salesman, that he may 
refuse to buy. “He did 
not reduce the price for 
me even by a penny.” is a 
frequently heard com- 
plaint. 

Now the buyer is fully 
aware that the ‘vendor 
will have marked the 
price up by a few dinars, 
expressly for the purpose 
of reducing it again by 
the total or a part of this 
increment. He is also 
aware that the reduction 
is probably less than the 
total mark-up. which 
means that he is worse 
off for the process on 
which he insists. 

One could always 
imagine that this is no 
more than habit, or social 
conditioning, if you want. 
People are so used to 
uttering and hearing cer- 
tain formulae that they 
would go through them 
for the sake of it. Not to 
say them would be lack- 
ing in social graces. 
Almost like the prover- ~ 
bial English penchant for 
talking about the weather 
as a substitute for conver- 
sation. Jordanians have a 
functional equivalent in 
welcoming remarks that 
are repeated frequendy in 
the course of a social 
visit, sometimes to the 
exclusion of any other 
topic of conversation. 

But one wonders if this 
explanation is sufficient 
to explain the sales ritual, 
since- it influences peo- 
ple’s procurement behav- 
iour, Could it be indica- 
tive of a deeper state of 
mind ? It may be true that 
when Jordanians set out 
to buy goods or services 
or to enter into any form 
of transaction, they are 
not content with acquir- 
ing the desired article at & I 
reasonable price; they 
feel the need , to ensure 
that the other party to the 
transaction makes a loss 
as a result. 
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News 

Netanyahu to affirm hardline 
position on Jerusalem to Pope 

Israeli digs said to threaten Al Aqsa Mosque 


ROME (Agencies; — Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu was quoted on Tuesday as saying he will tell 
Pope John Paul at their first meeting next week that his 
position on a united Jerusalem was firm. 

"Jerusalem has to stay united. We are ready to give guar- 
antees to Christians and Muslims but we do not intend to 
discuss the (city's) political sovereignty.” Rome’s II Mes- 
saggero quoted him as saying in an interview in Jerusalem. 

Mr. Netanyahu, who took office in May, visits Rome 
next week and is scheduled to be received by the Pope on 
Monday. 

The prime minister told n Messaggero that he will not 
shy away from discussing Jerusalem. 

“1 ^ will describe to the Pope our peace plan, I will listen 
to his opinions and ideas. I also would like to describe to 
him my plans for Jerusalem and remind him that the only 
period in the last 2,000 years in which the holy places were 
accessible to all was that from 1967 to today.” he was 
quoted as saying. 

The Vatican wants international guarantees protecting the 
Holy City as sacred to Jews, Christians and Muslims. 

Most states including the Vatican do not recognise 
Israel s 1980 claim to Jerusalem as its “united and eternal 
capital” and keep their embassies in or near Tel Aviv. 

The Vatican and Israel established full diplomatic ties two 
years ago, ending centuries of often hostile Catholic-Jewish 
relations. 

Mr. Netanyahu is also expected to discuss the possibility 
of a papal trip to the Holy Land. 

The Pope and Palestinian President Yasser Arafat dis- 
cussed the Middle East peace process at the Vatican last 
month. 

Tunnels threaten Aqsa 

Two tunnels dug by Israeli archeologists threaten to 
cause the collapse of Jerusalem’s Al Aqsa Mosque, Pales- 
tinian officials said Tuesday. 

'Two tunnels have been excavated near the southeast 
edge of the mosque compound and could lead to the col- 


lapse of the mosque if they continue.’' Rad Salah, mayor of 
the Israeli-Arab town of Urn Al Fahm, told journalists. 

One of the tunnels, several metres in length, ends at a 
recently-built brick wall six metres below the Marwani 
Mosque, an underground prayer area under Al Aqsa, he 
said. 

“Israeli authorities should know that Al Aqsa belongs to 
the world’s one billion moslems and any hann to this holy 
site will provoke an explosion of anger.” warned Mr. Salati. 
also a member of the Islamic Movement in Israel. 

Mr. Salah and Najeh Bkeirat, head of the Commitee for 
the Preservation of Al Aqsa Heritage, showed photos of the 
runnels at a press conference near the mosque esplanade. 

"We discovered these tunnels by accident two weeks ago 
while walking around Al Aqsa esplanade,” Mr. Bkeirat 
said. 

Both officials called for an end to the digs and the setting 
up of a committee of inquiry with Muslim representatives* 

The director of Al Aqsa Sosque, Sheikh Mohsen Hussein, 
also accused Israeli authorities on Sunday ot' digging tun- 
nels near the mosque. 

But the head of excavations at Israel’s antiquities author- 
ity. Amir Drori, denied the charges. "Allegations of runnel 
buildi Dg are completely baseless.” be said 

“Digging did take place nearby to reveal a subterranean 
system of wateT canals, pan of which pass” the mosque 
compound, Mr. Drori acknowledged. 

"Part of these canals were excavated in the 1970s but the 
dig was stopped and we have no intention of resuming 
them,” he said. 

Violent clashes broke out last September when Palestini- 
ans protested the opening by Israel of an archeological tun- 
nel running alongside the mosque compound. 

In the worst bloodshed in 30 years, more than 80 people 
died. 

The Palestinians accused the Netanyahu government of 
seeking to damage the mosque compound, while Mr. 
Netanyahu insisted the tunnel was merely part of a tourist 
site. 


Assad said grooming successor 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — Syrian President Hafez Al 
Assad may be cleaning up family matters to pave the way 
for his eldest surviving son to succeed him, the New York 
Times said Tuesday. 

Quoting diplomats and prominent Syrians, the daily said 
there were signs that Mr. Assad was stifling any ambitions 
for power his brothers and nephews may have and groom- 
ing his son Bashar Al Assad, 31. to eventually take the 
helm. 

The sources said Mr. Assad’s 64-year-old brother Jamil, 
departed abruptly for Paris late last month not for medical 
treatment, as officials explained, but on the president's 
^orders after his mafia-style business dealings in Syrians two - 
main ports became an embarrassment. 

On the other hand, Mr. Assad’s younger brother, Rifaai, 
59, has been put under heavy internal surveillance on sus- 
picion he is trying to renew his ties with the upper echelons 
of the Syrian military. This comes five years after he was 
allowed back from exile in Paris following his attempt to 
overthrow his brother in 1983. 

A restaurant owned by one of Rifaat Assad’s sons was 
shut down in November as part of an investigation into cor- 
ruption: the first among the relatives of top Syrian officials 
whose business activities have been unceremoniously 
reined in. the source said. 

“The president has had it with his brothers and their sons, 
and he’s trying to do something about it,” a prominent Syr- 
ian told the daily in the front-page article. 

At the same time, Bashar Al Assad is appearing in posters 
along with his father and late brother Basel — killed in a 
1994 automobile accident, and is being bailed as “cur 


Assad appears in public 
for first time since Jan. 6 

PRESIDENT HAFEZ Al Assad Tuesday made his first 
public appearance since undergoing surgery for a 
prostate problem on Jan. 6. Mr. Assad tuesday received 
Vice-President Abdul Halim Kb ad dam and Foreign 
Minister Farouk Al Sharaa. They briefed the Syrian 
leader on their visit to Saudi Arabia and Kuwait Mr. 
Khaddam and Mr Sharaa returned home Monday, but 
resumed fheir Gulf ‘mission after briefing the president 
They flew to the United Arab Emirates late Ibesday. 


hope” for Syria’s future. 

Hafez Al Assad, 66, who has a history of heart trouble 
and diabetes, is recovering from prostate surgery. 

“Things feel very fragile.” one diplomat told the daily. 
However, the sources point out that since the Syrian con- 
stitution requires that a president be at least 40. Vice-Pres- 
ident Abdul Halim Khaddam remains, for the short-term. 
Mr. Assad's most likely successor. 

Those who have tried to, detect a pattern in all the Assad 
family shuffles believe the president has someone else in 
mind for his succession. 

“Hafez Assad clearly wants to be succeeded by his son,” 
a Damascus-based diplomat said. “And if you ask me 
whether all this is about securing the future or polishing the 
present, I would say that it is probably both.” 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Saadi s report 2,120 kidney transplants 

RIYADH (AFP) — Surgeons in Saudi Arabia have con- 
ducted 2,120 kidney transplants since it became one of the 
first Arab countries to approve the procedure 17 years 
ago, officials said tuesday. "Transplants of kidneys from 
living persons succeed 96.5 per cent of the time, while 
transplants from persons determined to be brain dead or 
deep coma have an 83 per cent success rate,” Abdullah Al 
Khedr, president for the national committee for kidney 
transplants, told the official Saudi Press Agency. 

Itirk parliament rejects Ciller probe 

ANKARA (R) — The Turkish Parliament on Tuesday 
decided against setting up a new inquiry into Deputy 
Prime Minister Tansu Ciller that could have send her to 
the supreme court on corruption charges. Deputy Speaker 
Yasin Hatipoglu said deputies voted 247 to 242 to reject 
an opposition proposal to probe allegations that Mrs. 
Oiler was involved in corruption at the state-owned Tur- 
ban hotel and tourism company. 

Thieves beat up Sadat caretaker 

CAIRO (AFP) — Thieves broke into the summer home of 
former Egyptian President Anwar Sadat's son at dawn on 
tuesday, bear up the caretaker and stole telephones, blan- 
kets and a gas canister, police said. Police denied an ear- 
lier report by the Egyptian news agency MENA which 
had said that Gamal Anwar Al Sadat was beaten up by the 
thieves and said he was not home at the time of the bur- 
glary. The incident took place at dawn at Sadat's summer 
home in the residential Agami suburb of the northern 
Mediterranean city of Alexandria. Three thieves broke 
into the house through the front door, threatened caretak- 
er Morsi Ali Hassaballah, 26, with knives and beat him up 
before fleeing, police said. Three accomplices were wait- 
ing outside the villa in a van, witnesses told police. 

Israeli jailed for diamond smuggling 

JOHANNESBURG (AFP) — A South African court has 
sentenced an Israeli citizen to five years' imprisonment or 
a 250,000-rand ($54,350) fine for unlawful possession of 
diamonds, police said Tuesday. Police spokesman Jan 


Combrink said Ziv Volk, 32, pleaded guilty at the nearby 
Kerapton Park regional court Monday to charges of ille- 
gally possessing more than two million rand ($434,800 ) 
worth of unpolished diamonds. Captain Combrinck said 
police, acting on a tip-off, arrested the man Saturday night 
at the Johannesburg international airport and X-rays 
revealed that he had hidden the stones, weighing 782 
carats, in his rectum. They said Volk, who was acting as a 
courier for unidentified dealers, had arrived in South 
Africa Friday and was scheduled to leave for Tel Aviv the 
following night. 


Egypt foils antiquity smuggling 

CAIRO (AFP) — The Egyptian authorities have foiled 
attempts to smuggle priceless archaeological objects 
across the border with Israel, the government daily Al 
Ahram reported Tuesday. The authorities arrested three 
people, including a Palestinian man, at the Rafah border 
post northeast of Cairo, and seized more than 200 objects 
dating back to the Pharaonic, Roman and Ottoman peri- 
ods, it said. Palestinian Omar Hass an Mohammad and the 
sister of two merchants based in Gaza were arrested when 
they tried to smuggle across Rafah 145 objects including 
statues, bowls and bronze and silver engravings. These 
objects dating to the Pharaonic and Roman periods were 
concealed in secret compartments in their luggage, Al 
Ahram said. Another woman was arrested when she tried 
to smuggle 60 ancient coins from the Roman and Ottoman 
periods, it added. State prosecutors are currently investi- 
gating the case against the suspects, Al Ahram said, with- 
out giving details of when the arrests were made. 

Iranian banishes wife for delivering girl 

TEHRAN (AFP) — An Iranian man has refused to admit 
his wife back to their house after learning that she gave 
birth to a sixth daughter in hospital, a newspaper reported 
Tuesday. The man made good on threats he made before 
her delivery that be would not allow her to come back if 
the baby happened to be a girl, said the woman, identified 
by her first name Finizeh. She told a court in the north- 
eastern city of Mashhad where she filed a suit against her 
husband for breaking their marriage vow that he had 
refused to visit her at the hospital after learning about the 
newborn's sex. "My father had to pay the hospital bills 
and after being released I went straight to my father's 
house," she said, quoted by Qods newspaper. 
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Palestinian President Yasser Arafat accompanied by His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, on Tuesday 
inspects a guard of honour mounted on the occasion of a brief visit to Jordan by the Palestinian leader 
(photo by Yousef Allan) 


Jordan, PNA agree to give new push to economic ties 


(Continued from page 1) 

the Palestinian territories. 

On Jan. 15, Israel and the 
Palestinians signed an 
agreement thatpaved the 
way for an Israeli handover 
of the 80 per cent of the 
West Bank town of Hebron 
to the PNA. 

It also envisages an Israeli 
troop withdrawal from rural 
areas of the West Bank in 
three phases, ending by 
August 1998. 

King Hussein played a 
key role in mediating the 
Israeli-Palestinian agree- 
ment. 

Crown Prince Hassan told 
reporters after Tuesday's 


talks that he hoped that Jor- 
dan and the PNA would 
reactivate their bilateral 
agreements. 

He emphasised that prior- 
ity should be given to the 
restoration of the rights of 
the Palestinian people, not- 
ing that free trade between 
Jordan and the Palestinian 
territories could flourish 
and investments could be 
expected in a climate of sta- 
bility and security. 

President Arafat thanked 
King Hussein for his help 
in concluding the Hebron 
accord. 

The audience was attend- 
ed on the Jordanian side by 
Prime Minister Kabariti, 


Royal Court Chief Awn 
Khasawneh. Director of the 
National Security Council 
HRH Prince Talal Ben 
Mohammad. Minister of 
Public Works and Housing 
Abdul Hadi Majali. Minis- 
ter of Trade and Industry 
Ali Abul Ragheb. Minister 
of Information Morwan 
Muasher, Minister of 
Administrative Develop- 
ment Kainal Nasser and 
head of the Jordanian repre- 
sentation office in Gaza 
Ziad Majali. 

The meeting was attended 
on the Palestinian side by 
President Arafat’s adviser 
Mahmoud Abbas and other 
Palestinian officials. 


President Aralat and the 
accompanying delegation 
were seen off at ihe airport 
by Prince Hassan. Mr. 
Kabariti. Prince Talal Ben 
Mohammad, the minister of 
public works and housing 
and other senior officials. 

The King is recuperating 
after undergoing a minor 
knee surgery. 

Petra said lute Tuesday 
that the King telephoned 
Mr. Arafat and thanked him 
for visiting him and wish- 
ing him speedy recovery. 

the King also reaffirmed 
Jordan's continued support 
for the Palestinian people in 
their snuggle for their 
rights. Petra added. 


Abu Marzouk said to drop battle 


(Continued from page 12) 

been trying to agree on terms 
of the group's political par- 
ticipation. Last week. PNA 
President Yasser Arafat 
appointed a former Hamas 
leader, Talal Sedr. to his cab- 
inet. 

Dr. Abu Marzouk was 
detained reentering the Unit- 
ed States in the summer of 
1995 when immigration 
inspectors realised his name 
had been added to a list of 
suspected terrorists. 

Dr. Abu Marzouk has lived 
in Virginia for 15 years, but 
is not a citizen. 

Israel has agreed to return 
the bodies of two Palestini- 
ans from Hamas, including 
one killed after kidnapping 
an Israeli soldier in 1994, a 
relative said Tuesday. 

The relative of Salah Jadal- 
lah said Israel would return 
Jadailah’s body, along with 


that of Hassan Abbas, anoth- 
er Hamas militant from 
Gaza, on Wednesday at the 
border post between Gaza 
and Israel. 

Israeli soldiers killed 
JadaJlah in October 1994 
while attempting' to free 
'Nachson Wachsman, who 
had been kidnapped by 
Hamas militants. Wachsman 
was also killed in the army 
raid. 

Abbas, who like Jadallah 
belonged to the Hamas mili- 
tary wing, was killed the 
same month by police when 
he opened fire at an open- 
air cafe in West Jerusalem, 
killing two civilians. 

Israel agreed to return the 
bodies after Palestinian 
police convinced Hamas 
last year to reveal the loca- 
tion of the remains of Ilan 
Saadun, another kidnapped 
Israeli soldier. The body 
was found near Tel Aviv. 


Israeli deputies more amenable 

(Continued from page 1) 


ring to the coalition agree- 
ment between his party and 
the Likud that affirmed the 
Third Way’s main platform 
— that the Golan will not be 
returned to Syria. 

Israel-Syria talks stalled 
1 1 months ago, even though 
Syria and the previous 
Labour government were 
dose to a deal that would 
have returned the Golan to 
Syria in exchange for peace. 

Mr. Netanyahu has refused 
Syria's demand that he 
resume the talks from where 
they left off and embrace his 
predecessors’ commitments. 

Mr. Netanyahu said Mon- 
day he expected a compro- 
mise formula to emerge: *’I 
assume that with mutual 
goodwill and the help of the 
United States we will reach 
a formula that will enable 
the renewal of direct talks ... 
we will know very’ soon.” 

U.S. President Bill Clinton 
is expected to meet with Mr. 
Netanyahu and other region- 
al leaders in coming weeks, 
and there were also other 
efforts to jump-start the 
peace process. 

In Damascus, European 
Union (EU) special envoy 
Miguel Morarinos arrived 
Monday for a four-day visit 
after meeting with Israeli 
leaders. 

The Israelis told me that 
they are fully committed to 
resume talks with the Syri- 
ans," said Mr. Moratinos. “T 
am little more optimistic 
than before. 5 ’ In Israel, Mr. 
Moratinos had said the EU 
was eager to complement 


the U.S. role in the peace 
process. 

Deputy Russian Foreign 
Minister Victor Posuvaluk 
was also in Israel Sunday in 
a bid to invigorate Russia’s 
role in the peace process. He 
said his country has already 
sent letters urging the sides 
to resume negotiations. 

Israel’s Yediot Ahronoi 
daily said Friday that For- 
eign Minister Levy recent- 
ly initiated contacts with 
Syria with the help of 
Cyprus and Luxembourg. 
The paper said the sides 
were close to a compromise 
formula that would pave the 
way for resuming the talks 
and contain both sides' 
interpretation of what was 
achieved so far. 

Mr. Netanyahu 's office 
also announced Monday 
that if the talks with Syria 
resume Israel's delegation 
would be supervised by Mr. 
Levy and Defence Minister 
Yitzhak Mordechai, both 
relative moderates. 

Damascus said mean- 
while a document drawn up 
by members of the two main 
Israeli political parties on 
the final-status talks with the 
Palestinians is a farce that 
will block creation of an 
independent Palestinian 
state. 

"Under this formula, Israel 
gets its hands on more than 
85 per cent of the area of the 
West Bank while placing the 
Palestinian residents under 
its permanent supervision.” 
the government newspaper 
Tishrin said. 


Sudan claims advance in east 


(Continued from page 1) 

the foreign factor in the 
fighting in the east. 

“The U.S. embassy's 
attempt to deny the 
Ethiopian or Eritrean 
regime’s involvement in 
the aggression comes in the 
context of the conspiracy to 
attack Sudan through its 
neighbours,” the Foreign 
Ministry' statement said. 

“(It was like) a political 
circular issued by a body 
hostile to the government 
of Sudan. Issuing such 
statements will not help 
clear the air or provide an 
atmosphere favourable to 
constructive dialogue,” it 
added. 

The U.S. statement Jast 
week said: “Sudan’s claims 
of foreign involvement in 
its civil war are an attempt 
to distract the Sudanese 
people and the international 
community from what is 
essentially a domestic 
political crisis.” 

Sudan has also denied 
charges by rebels that Iran 
sent arms to the country. 


"These are allegations (he 
opposition wants to give as 
an excuse for its defeat in 
the confrontation." govern- 
ment spokesman said. 

Sudanese rebels said Sun- 
day that Iran supplied the 
country's government with 
60 Russian-inade tanks and 
six warplanes. After the ini- 
tial gains by the rebels, the 
government appeared to be 
slowing the advance. 

Sudan has called a gener- 
al mobilisation to fight the 
rebels and is pressing 
Islamic countries for help. 

The country's charge 
d’affaires in Iran. Ahmad 
Al Tijani. also issued a 
denial in Tehran that his 
government was receiving 
arms from the Iranians. 

“’The allegations are 
aimed at distorting the 
facts, misleading public 
opinion in the region ... and 
attracting more help from 
foreign colonial powers.” 
Mr. Tijani was quoted ah 
saying Tuesday by the Eng- 
lish-language Tehran 
Times. 


Iraq expects delivery in April 


(Continued from page 12) 

wheat from Australia and 
Canada: rice from Thailand. 
Vietnam. Pakistan and the 
United States: cooking oil 
from Jordan, Egypt- 
Malaysia and Turkey: tea 

from India. Sri lanka. 
Indonesia, and China: and 
lentils from Turkey. Moroc- 
co, Sudan and China. 

The government, he said, 
can only provide baby milk 
to children one year and 
younger. 

“We want to add those 
more than one year" after 
more funds are available, he 
said. 

Mr. Saleh said the oil-rich 
country — which spent S250 
million per month on food 
before the Gulf war — 
would not return to normal 
until the U.N. sanctions 
were lifted completely. 

The Security Council will 
not lift the sanctions until the 
U.N. certifies that Iraq has 
eliminated all weapons of 
mass destruction. Iraq 
blames the U.N. chief 
weapons inspector. Rolf 
Ekeus. and the United Slates 
for not agreeing to the certi- 
fication. 

*T think Iraq has fulfilled 
its obligation ... and it’s real- 
ly a crime in the history of 
mankind to keep 22 million 
inhabitants under the deci- 
sions of Mr. Ekeus and the 


United Slates.” Mr. Saleh 
said. "It’s genocide for the 
Iraqi people." 

An Iraqi government 
newspaper said on Tuesday 
that several European and 
Arab airlines were trying to 
get permission from the 
U.N. to allow them flv food 
and medicine to Iraq under 
an oil-for-food deal. 

Al Jumhouriya newspaper 
quoted Director-General of 
state-run Iraqi Airways 
Rabee’ Mohammad Saleh, 
as saying that several air- 
lines had informed him that 
they had submitted requests 
to this effect to the Sanctions 
Committee. 

"Several international air- 
lines sent telegrams to the 
Iraqi Airways informing it 
that they had submitted 
requests lo the United 
Nations Sanctions Commit- 
tee to allow them to trans- 
port foodstuffs, medicine 
and other essential goods to 
Iraq under the oil-for-food 
deal.” the paper said. 

Mr. Saleh did not name the 
companies but said five 
European and Arab airlines 
had expressed their readi- 
ness to transport humanitari- 
an goods ro Iraq under the 
pact. 

He said several others 
were trying to obtain permis- 
sion to allow them to resume 
their passenger flights to 
Iraq. 
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Draft law on competition and 
anti-monopoly draws sharp 
criticism from private sector 



By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A new competi- 
tion and anri-mcmopolies draft 
Ian approved by the Cabinet 
and forwarded lo Parliament 
in mid-December continues to 
draw sharp criticism from the 
private sector as the bill awaits 
pari inmen tan - discussion. The 
problem? Its size, its content, 
its lack of clarity and its 
impraetieality. the draft's crit- 
ics say. 

The draft is one in a series of 
new business and investment 
laws being reviewed by Par- 
liament. Among the new draft 
laws are the companies and 
customs laws which arc 
viewed as essential for Jor- 
dan's economic progress and 
its pending ascension to the 
WTO and European partner- 
ship agreements. The compe- 
tition and anti -monopolies 
law is intended to gear up the 
private sector for the eventual 
end to the Ministry of Sup- 
ply’s jurisdiction in price fix- 
ing. 

Ghuzi Kawar. spokesperson 
for the Amman Chamber of 
Commerce, said that although 
the chamber s committee cur- 
rently reviewing the law has- 
n’t issued a final statement, it 
has “numerous objections" to 
the draft. 

The language isn’t very spe- 
cific." Mr. Kawar says. "To 
begin with, we are skeptical of 
the draft's definition of the 
word ‘monopoly.” The draft 
states that a monopoly is “the 
capability to affect the mar- 
ket" 

“That’s a bit effervescent.” 
says Mr. Kawar. 

Many from the private sec- 
tor have contended that the 
draft, rather than diminishing 
government interference in 
private sector affairs, has 
actually maintained it in vari- 
ous forms, and has left several 
loopholes that would allow 
jhe government to maintain its 
own monopolies;^ nder certain 
conditions and for certain 
periods of time. 

A primary' objection to the 
draft is that it stipulates the 
formation of an nine-member 
"authority" with powers to see 
that the law is implemented 
and the creation of a special 
court to hear cases of alleged 
violations of the law. Of the 
authority’s nine members, 
sev en would be from the gov- 
ernment. rather than represen- 
tatives from private sector. 


The court “to prevent 
monopoly according to law”, 
w’hose two judges will be 
nominated by the judiciary, 
may also include the appoint- 
ment. by the Cabinet, of a 
third expert specialised in 

commerce. 

“We think that the idea of a 
‘court’ is a bit dubious, since 
we are not sure from where 
this court receives its authori- 
ty." said Mr. Kawar. 

The draft also includes vari- 
ous articles that would not 
allow- companies to sell equip- 
ment, goods or services below 
their cost, and that agents 
must comply in full with all 
conditions provided by the 
supplier with regards to pric- 
ing and selling. 

“This very simply contra- 
dicts the notion of a “free mar- 
ket’". said AM Dajani. advisor 
at the Amman Chamber of 
Industry, “and it is a blatant 
interference in private sector 
affairs.” 

Additionally, the small size 
of the Jordanian market and 
the uncertainty of Jordan’s 
future status within the WTO 
and it’s pending economic 
agreement with the European 
Union render the draft law 
"superfluous” and premature 
by many. 

“I don’t think that our expe- 
rience justifies this law,” said 
Mr. Dajani. "We don’t have 
numerous companies dial 
could create monopolies in 
the sense of ‘cartels’, which is 
what the law is referring to.” 

The Jordanian market, can 
barely accommodate one pro- 
ducer of a certain product, he 
said, so there is rarely any 
incentive for other companies 
to enter the market, therefore, 
certain companies or produc- 
ers may enjoy a de facto 
monopoly. 

"Our problem is market 
manipulation.” said Mr. 
Dajani, “as we saw with the 
prices of coffee several 
months ago." 

The advisor was making 
reference to an incident in 
1995 when the Ministry of 
Supply took a decision to float 
coffee prices in the country 
after international prices of 
coffee rose. Importers, in turn, 
increased their coffee prices 
even though most coffee on 
the market or in store at the 
time had been purchased at 
lower prices. 

A memo from the Chamber 
of Industry submined to Min- 
istry of Trade and Industry 


makes this claim, and hints 
that more suitable legislation 
might include articles that pre- 
vent exploitation of con- 
sumers through market 
manipulation. 

Also, says Mr. Kawar, Jor- 
dan is unsure of the outcome 
of Jordan’s negotiations with 
both the EU and the WTO. 

"We don’t know what the 
conditions will be. and we 
have no experience in this.” he 
said, "so we think it may be 
premature to pass such a law 
at this time." 


Algeria earns $ 12.5b from oil, gas exports 


PARIS (R) — The value of 
Algeria’s exports of oil and 
gas rose by 29 percent to $ 1 2.5 
billion in 19% from the year 
before. Energy and Mining 
Minister Amar Makhloufi has 
told the slate-run radio. 

Energy officials said the rise 
was mainly due to higher 
international oil prices. 

Mr. Makhloufi. who was not 
asked to comment on the rea- 
sons for the higher exports, 
said AJaeria earned an average 
$21.5 per barrel in 1996 
against a budgeted average of 
$I6-$I7 pier barrel. 

.Algeria’s oil and gas exports 
were worth $9.7 billion in 
1995 against $8.5 billion, 
according to official figures. 

The government has fore- 


cast $538 million of non-oil 
and gas exports for 19% com- 
pared with $350 million in the 
previous year. 

Algeria has forecast 516 bil- 
lion in receipts from oil and 
gas exports by the year 2000, 
thanks mostly to increased gas 
exports. 

According to another report , 
Algeria’s oil and gas sectors 
grew by 6.5 per cent in 1996 
but official figures showed that 
production in the North 
African country generally fell, 
with one sector showing a 36 
per cent drop. 

“The industrial production 
for 1996 was distinguished by 
an acute deterioration, except 
for the hydrocarbon sectors 
and to a lesser extent, building 


materials,” said die Algerian 
government in a report carried 
by the official Algerian news 
agency APS. 

The rise in production in the 
energy sector peaked with the 
8.6 increase in the liquefied 
natural gas sector, the report 
said. Officials have said that 
Algerian oil and gas exports in 
J996 accounted for mere than 
94 per cent of the North 
African OPEC member’s for- 
eign earnings. 

Algeria's total exports in the 
first three quarters of 1996 
were $8.49 billion compared 
with S6.76 billion for the same 
period last year, according to 
the latest official data. 

Production in the non-oil and 
eas industrial sectors — over- 


whelmingly covering state- 
owned industries — dropped 
by 36 per cent in die textile 
industry to 022 in die produc- 
tion of welding materials. The 
second worst hit industry was 
iron and steel which slumped 
by 29 per cent, the figures 
showed. 

But a boost in the agricultur- 
al sector helped Algeria reduce 
it imports of cereals, with a 
record harvest of 4.6 million 
tonnes in 19% compared with 
2.13 million the previous year, 
the report added. 

The government has pumped 
more than 600 billion dinars 
($11 billion) into the ailing 
state-owned industrial compa- 
nies in die past six years to try 
to rescue jobs. 


Swiss study: Asian economic 
miracle can continue 
for many decades 


GENEVA (R) — .Asia’s “eco- 
nomic miracle" of the past 30 
years, the future of which has 
been questioned as growth in 
key countries has slowed, could 
continue for many decades, 
according to an authoritative 
Swiss report. 

But further advance welt into 
the 21st century will depend on 
governments pursuing policies 
that sustain high savings and 
investment and bring reform to 
agriculture and services, said 
the report from the Union Bank 
of Switzerland (UBS). 

“If East Asian nations remain 
open to competition and tech- 
nology. and can avoid the pit- 
falls of heavy social subsidies 
as their economies mature, an 
Asian ‘miracle’ can continue 
for many decades." it declared. 

“High saving and a social 
commitment to education 
explain part of the Asian suc- 
cess. They will not quickly 
fade,” the report said. 

“Policies that subsidise sun- 
set sectors like agriculture or 
heavy industry and those that 
artificially raise labour or capi- 
tal costs appear more important 
in explaining slowing produe-' 
tivity growth than any shortage 
of new technology.” the UBS 
analysts pointed out. 

Compiled by analysts at the 
bank, Switzerland's biggest 
and a major player on the glob- 
al financial scene, the report 
appeared in the latest edition of 
the UBS English-language 
magazine. International 
Finance. 

The LIBS analysts said their 
findings cast doubt on sugges- 
tions by some prominent econ- 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
i What's lot 
dinner 

5 'The Wu’iiJ 
According to — " 
9 View pi 'tit 

14 hs CMP*!. ■ - 
Muse .it 

15 Sector 

16 Vale voice 

1 7 Military acronym 
1 0 Vertical airioils 
‘*3 — nous 

(confidentially) 
20 Irst ender 
2"\ Hourglass and 
scythe toler 
72 Mcc-n goddess 

25 Went 

26 — avis 

28 Entertainer 
Reynolds 

33 Myron or William 
36 Passport 
endorsement 

39 Artist Bonheur 

40 Soul 

41 Envelope abbr. 

42 One who loves 
excessively 

43 Beige 

44 Killer whale 

45 Merman or 
Waters 

46 Actor Liam 
48 Interlock 
50 Smile 

53 German songs 
57 Recipient of two 
mules 

62 Actor's quest 

63 Matriculate 

64 Toolbox item 

65 Streamlet 

66 Muse of lync 
poetry 

67 Being 

63 Toward shelter 

69 Senior member 

70 Hollow stem 

71 Actress Daly 

DOWN 

1 Customs 

2 Overact 

3 From birth 

4 Joel C. Harris 
character 


r~ 

z 

3 

4 

1 

5 

6 

7 

8 

1 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 




15 




16 





hr- 

i — 




18 




19 





K 




21 




22 










24 


■ 

25 




NHHH 


26 



27 


26 


29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 



1 

36 

37 

38 


■ 

39 




40 





41 



1 

42 





43 




■ 

44 




45 





46 




47 



48 

49 





50 


51 

52 

l 

53 



54 

55 

56 

57 

58 

59 

60 





61 


1 

62 




63 





1 

64 




65 




66 





67 




68 




69 





70 




71 





by Eugene Puffenberger 


5 Electrician 

6 Opera highlight 

7 French income 

8 Former Turkish 
title 

9 Author of 
Tristram 
Shandy" 

10 Fast time? 

11 Against 

12 Average 

13 Comer 

22 Wagner's earth 

goddess 

24 “Peter Pan" dog 
27 Assert 

29 Movie set at 
V.M.I, 

30 Two 

31 Enlightened 
words? 

32 Nobleman 

33 City on the Ome 

34 Single time 

35 Take on 

37 Ltd. counterpart 

38 Con game 
42 Mr. Amaz 


wj R 

O 

N 

G 

■ h ; a 

V 

E 

A 

lAil 

E 

A 

M 

Mj A 

R 

■ 

B 

■x 

D 

Rj 

t 

! C . A 

R 

E 

T 

|a|r 

A 

B 

S 

£ 

E 

IF] 

IS 

■ 


N 

T 

■ 

S| 


A 

s| i I ni 


MAN| 

ONE 

TEX 


C HjEjB 
h| A julo 


L O WIT O.RfCl 


R ■ A H 


BE AjRAlBlLE 


HUGE 


S1U|R|G~TeM R U|N 
1e|n) d 

lElGj 


ANSi 


1W 

1 

1 


D 

n 

D 


E 

ID 

O 

N 

E 

! S 

L 

E 

D 


[S W[A [ L | 
K El! 


IT 

R 

a|d 

'e' 1 

L 

A 

V 1 1 

N. 

l Y 

T 

S [E 

SI 


© 1997 Tribune Media Services, Inc 
M rights lessrved. 


44 Lollapalooza 
47 Actress Merle 
49 Walking on air 

51 Fall flower 

52 Pastor's home 

54 Lace mat 

55 Barkin of films 


56 U.S. Grant 
opponent 

57 Kernel 

58 Lacquer box 

59 Postponement 

60 Chapeau's place 

61 Subterfuae 


omists that Asian growth could 
not continue because it had 
come simply from adding 
labour and capital more rapidly 
than other countries. 

These economists have 
argued that a decline in export 
growth from the major East 
Asian countries was an early 
sign of overall burn-out and a 
reflection of challenge from 
other developing economies 
elsewhere in Asia and in Latin 
America. 

But the UBS study, like a 
recent report by a senior World 
Bank official, found little sup- 
port for this conclusion. 

Lower income countries 
could grow much faster than 
those further up the develop- 
ment ladder if they organised 
their economies to use avail- 
able technology efficiently and 
took full advantage of gains 
from international trade, it said. 

“The basic factors that have 
been critical for Asia to take 
advantage of these opportuni- 
ties appear durable — high sav- 
ing, the drive for education, and 
the will to organise economies 
. to meet world market competi- 
1 non." the report added. 

"The risks to continued 
above average Asian growth lie 
in politics, not in economic 
competition from the rest of the 
world, temporary infrastructure 
bottlenecks, shortages of par- 
ticular raw materials, or other 
often voiced concerns.” the 
UBS analysed. 

The UBS analysts pointed to 
what they called “the relatively 
closed consumer goods and 
service markets" of many 
Asian countries as a potent 
reserve that if tapped could pro- 
vide strong support for sustain- 
ing overall growth rales. 

"While manufacturing pro- 
ductivity is rising rapidly, pro- 
ductivity in the service indus- 
tries remains relatively low” 
the report said. 
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US Dollar 

_ 

1.6487 

0.6203 

1-4281 

121.13 

1.3386 

1616.90 

1.8514 

5.5608 


0.6065 

•V.’.r ■' 

0.3757 

6.8662! 

73M. 

0.8115 


1.12*2, 

3-3726 

GB Stcrlling 

1.6122 

2.6578 

- 

2.3031 

194.92 

2.1581 

2607-41 

2.9862 

8.9673 


0.7002 

115.32 

0,4336 

j_: s\_ 

B422 

0.9367. 

1131.02 

129.68* 

3-8895. 

V* ... •. . 

JP Yen 

0.0083 

1.3594 

0.5109 

1.1772 

- 

1.1035 

13.33 

152.63 

4.5843 

vfS fcMP * 

0.7470 

1.2257 

0-4526 

1.0675 

1.10 


1194.00 

1276* 


IT Lira 

0.0006 

1.0190 

0.3829 

0.0882 

1335.65 

0.8271 

- 

11-44 

3.4360 

■J KLCu filler' 

0.5401 

88.97 

0.3344 

77.10 

65-42 

0.7222 

872-40 

' - ' 

3.0003. 

FR Franc 

0.1798 

0.2964 

0.1114 

25.6705 

21.78 

0.2406 

33.28 

33.2800 
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Brent 


2295 


ijZ3.95” 

.23.80 

Bony 

23.20 

2295 

'Dubai - 

• 26:27- 

>20-26 

UL Gas 

210.00 

205.00 


Mid-East Currencies 

IS 


A GB 


SA Rh'aJ 
A£Dirham{ 
KW Dinar ’ 
1 BFT Dinar 
CY Pound 


02667 

0.4399 

0.16535 

0.38104 

323447 

02724 

0-4494.' 

0/16895 

ws®- 

±jJ)469 

23074 

5-45554 

2.05086 

4.7259 

401.123 

0.3770 

4.37637 

1.84501 

3.79075 


2017 

3.326 

1J« 

28803 

244-4 


Metal Prices 

ESS8 

Cold (oz's) 

353 

353.5 


4.97 

4.99 

Platinum (oz’s) 

357.55 

358.55 


1628 

:i63b' • 

CU (3 Months) 

2241 

2242 

'.&*£$' Months) 

.i «». 

1130 

Lead (3 Months) 

676 

677 

itflfrMonTtuj'. 

:.7260. • 

7265 , 





H 

USD 

527 

5-42 

5.52 

5.50 

5.68 

GBP.: 

■' .6.03- 

6.15v 

* «23.-’ 

8-374- 

:-'.6'i5-:- 

JPY 

0.43 

0-46 

0-46 

0.32 

0.53 

DEM 

..3.06. • 

••'3.05".' 

3.07- 

£3» : ; s 


FRF 

3-23 

3.23 

323 

323 

325 

CHF 

1,75 

1.72. 

.1-53 . 


5SS.5 

. ITL 

7.35 

7.16 

6.88 

6.65 

6.51 
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NcwYork 

DOW JONES 

6754.59 

93.9 

141 

676027 

6663 

6660.69 

4; Newark. 

. S&T50U 

776.13 

11.11 

1-45 

77623 

765.0Z 

.765,02. 

London 

FT-SE 100 

4237.4 

25.4 

0.6 

4238.3 

41912 

4212 



■’■./l 7798,57; 

461.67 

.2.66 . 

17798.6 

•171952 


Paris 

CACJ0 

2482.76 

47.59 

1.95 

248428 

2431.72 

2435.17 

?.T: Frankfurt 

DAX ”? 

V 298933 

■52' 

■•■0.1 7- 

2993-43 

2984.08 
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! CofTce (c/lbs) 1 

-140.67 

Spot 


US Dollar 

0.708 ; 

0.710 

j . Coot? (S/ton) ' | 

1339 : 

Spot 


GB Seedling : ‘ 

1.1417 j 

1.1*7 4 

Sugar (S/ton) 

3012 

Spot 


DE Mark 

0-4231 

0.4302 

'.Wheat (S/ton) 

133 

. .Spot 


• CH Franc • 

0-4932 

02957. 

Soya fc/lbs) 

22.86 

Spot 


FR Franc 

0.127 

0.1276 


• 1*5 : 

• _ Spot 


JP Yen ' ' ' 

02886 

! 02915 

Barley (S/bsh) 

2.15 

Spot 


NL Guilder 

0.381 

02829 

: Rice (S/an} ’> 

■; 470 • 

‘•.Spot 


r'- ’ixijr* t. ’ 

'0 MQ»\ 

? 0443-1 


Source: Central Bank of Jordan. 
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DID \OU, SEETHE 
HUY. LAS NIGHT! 

L£NEiy STORY 


NO. FRED WANTS) 
ITOWajCHTHE* 

bRCWANTlC, 

ARE THEY? 



Mutt’n’Jeff 


V M’LQVE, WE CAN’T AFFORD ]| 
> TO HIRE PEOPLE TO DO -'1 
EVES'/ LITTLE THING! 



I/THE NEXT 
THING VuU’D 
BE WANTING TO 
HIRE SOME BOD/ 
TO HANG A 
PICTURE - 



HOROSCOPE 
FORECAST FOR 
WEDNESDAY, 

JANUARY 29,1997 

Bv Thomas S. Pierson. 
Astrologer, Carrbll 
Righter Foundation 

ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19) Get to work fix- 
ing up your home today, 
however don’t invite any- 
one in to visit until the 
process is completed. 
Avoid becoming involved 
in a disagreement 
between a family member 
and an outsider or there 
could be difficulty. 
TAURUS: (April '20 to 
May 20) Take time out 
from your routines today 
to labour on your appear- 
ance so that you present a 
favourable impression. 
Plan some amusements 
later this evening which 
will lift your spirits and 
make your loved ones 
happy. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21 ) Labour on estab- 
lishing more harmony at 
home with your ones and 
there will be peace and 
contentment present. 
Don’r take any risks if you 
go out with your mate this 
evening. Put pleasures 
aside- at this time and be 
practical. 

MOON CHILDREN: 
(Jane 22 to July 21) Leave 
home early today and get 
started on shopping and 
visiting, however only for 
constructive purposes. Be 
well-prepared with data 
for some important writ- 
ing and thereby you can 
become quite successful 
LEO: (July 22 to August 
21.) Drive carefully today, 
while on the highway and 
be sure to count your 
change when shopping, so 
that you will have suffi- 
cient funds. Do something 
to improve your budget 
and postpone a visit at this 
time to see friends. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Don’t 
allow yourself to become 
confused today over mon- 
etary affairs and you can 
*Hrainate anyy, difficulty.; 

your fine sense '\)f 
humour to please , some 
good friends later : this 
evening. Carefully consid- 
er your situation before 
acting. 

LIBRA: (September 23 
to October 22) It would be 
wise to listen to sugges- 
tions from a superior 
today since your ideas are 
not as fruitful. Be sure 
your mate agrees with 
your plans for a splurge 
later this evening or there 
could be much difficulty. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) Don’t 
permit anyone to involve 
you in a crooked scheme 
today, or you could get 
into a great deal of diffi- 
culty. Get out socially 
with good friends and you 
can all have fun together 
toni ght. 

SAGITTARIUS: (Nove- 
mber 22 to December 21) 
A close friend could 
unwittingly give you the 
wrong advice today, so 
don’t rush blindly • into 
anything until you study 
every situation. Plan care- 
fully this evening before 
introducing your mate 
around to avoid any 
embarrassing situation. 
CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20) 
Don’t try to wrench a 
favour from a superior 
today, however join a fel- 
low associate at some new 
kind of activity which will 
be successful You may be 
forgettable at this time, so 
jot down notes on impor- 
tant matters. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 
to February 19) Avoid a 
new contact today who 
has an eye on your, assets, 
and keep busy with those 
who are helpful to you. 
Do something nice for 
your mate, however be 
practical about it and 
don t be extravagant on 
the price. 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) Forget, those 
daily routines, and find 
some new activity today 
which can . bring you 
advancement A little risk 
later this^ evening may 
woric out line, however be 
sure not to push your luck 
and defeat your objec- 
tives. J 

Birth stone of January: 

Garnet — Rose Quartz 
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Hflton makes $6.5b 
bid for ITT Corp. 


NEW YORK (AP) — Hilton 
Hotels Coip. launched a hos- 
tile offer Monday to buy ITT 
Corp, owner of the Sheraton 
Hotel chain and Madison 
Square Garden, for 46.5 bil- 
lion. 

The bid marks a turn for 
ITT, which had once been a 
voracious acquirer of compa- 
nies and came to typify the 

idea of a conglomerate. Just 
over than a year ago the com- 
pany pared back to focus on 
entertainment like casinos, 
hotels and sports franchises. 

Hilton said in a statement it 
made its offer by telephone 
early in the day and con- 
firmed it in writing. ITT had 
no immediate response. 

Hilton, which also operates 
casinos including die Flamin- 
go Hilton in Las Vegas, plans 
in assume about $4 billion in 
debt as part of the deal, bring- 
ing iK total value to $1 0_5 bil- 


lion. 

“Tlie combination of ITT 
and Hilton would bring 
together two of the world's 
leading lodging companies 
as well as two premier gam- 
ing businesses,” Hilton chief 
executive Stephen BoDen- 
bach said in a statemenL 

“We believe the combina- 
tion would be of enormous 
benefit to each company and 
its respective shareholders, 
employees and other con- 
stituencies.” 

Hilton said it intends to 
take its offer, a cash and stock 
bid, directly to ITT share- 
holders. 

The hotel and gaming com- 
pany is offering S 55 a share 
in a two-part transaction, the 
first a cash bid for half of 
ITT' s shares. Then, Hilton 
will offer its own shares 
worth the same S55 amount 
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Qadi outlines AJIB 
plans , results 


IE ARAx 
to distribui 
float five 


"N Investment Bank (AJIB) 
lalf a share to shareholders 


i float five i shares for subscription 
viti a strategy tu rajs, the bank's capital firom 
D1 illion to JD20 milli on to meet the require- 
ment of the Central Bank before the end of this 
year. 

The plan to raise the capital was announced by 
AJIB deputy chairman Hani A1 Qadi when he 
unveiled that the bank was able to boost net profit 
last year by six per cent to JD2.6 million. He indi- 
cated that most of the banks, including AJIB, have 
posted mid-year results in 1996 that were lower than 
what were recorded during the same period of 1995 
but “the AJIB registered positive results in the sec- 
ond half of 1996 and the situation was adjusted in 
the year-end figures which reflected a six per cent 
profit growth.’* 

Mr, Qadi revealed that a laige portion of the prof- 
.iFcame from the bank’s foreign investments as the 
AJIB : owns and manages investment portfolios in 
Jordan and abroad. He said that credit facilities 
increased by 13.5 per cent and assets by four per 
cenras they reached JD69 million and JD224 mil- 
lion respectively at the end of 1996. Mr. Qadi boast- 
ed that the bank enjoyed high liquidity to enable it 
meet all financing requirements and noted that the 
capital adequacy ratio has reached 30 per cent, ! 
much higher than the 1 0 per cent ratio specified by j 
the Cental Bank. 

The senior AJIB official said that deposits 
increased by four per cent having climbed to JD196 
million. He added that sharp competition among 
licensed banks in Jordan to attract deposits has 
caused a high rise in interest rates which, conse- 
quently raised the cost of money for the banks. He 
claimed that deposits at banks did not actually grow 
as the slight growth rate of the deposits was mainly 
due to interests accumulating on the deposits at var- 
ious banks (A1 Aswaq). 



“My boss wants my report on his desk 
at 9:00, so I hired some guys to steal 
his de'sk at 8:00.” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 

by Henri Arnold and MBm Argfetan 


Unscramble these lour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


LUDEE 


nn7HmlMlMKK 
M Hgnii Bmnad 


PRUSN 


VOMITE 


RAKNEC 


Answer here : A 



Now arrange the drded letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


(Answers tomorrow] 


. Jumbles: LYING JUMBO SQUALL INHALE 
T * KWaa ^ S Answer Flowers can make Ws bloom - A BIG SMILE 


UAE investors buy Beirut 
Sheraton property 


BEIRUT (AFP) — Busi- 
nessmen from the United 
Arab Emirates have bought 
the property of the Shera- 
ton Hotel on Beirut’s 
seafront from a Lebanese 
private company, one of the 
firm's shareholders has told 
AFP. 

Adnan Tabbara refused to 
reveal the value of the deal, 
struck by members of 
Dubai’s ruling A1 Maktoum 
family and which the Lon- 
don-based Arab newspaper 
Asharq A1 Awsat put at $53 
million. 

The daily said the pur- 
chase of the 7.000 square 


metre property has brought 
the price of. the square 
metre in the Manara sea- 
side area to a record of 
$ 8 , 200 . 

True values of real-estate 
transactions in Lebanon are 
Dot usually disclosed, 
allowing investors to 
declare lower prices to 
avoid high taxes. 

The construction of the 
Beirut Sheraton was forced 
to stop because of the 1975- 
1990 civil war. The unfin- 
ished building was succes- 
sively occupied by militias 
and Syrian troops. 


Swiss investment 
boom expected 
in Egypt in 1997 


CAIRO (AFP) — Three 
giant Swiss firms are set 
to make an investment 
offensive in Egypt in 
1997 to bolster overall 
Swiss business in the 
country by nearly 25 per 
cent, a spokesman for the 
Swiss embassy here has 
said. 

Swiss investment in 
Egypt will jump from the 
current $1.03 billion to 
$1.32 billion, a 23 per 
cent increase described 
as “quite exceptional" by 
the Swiss diplomat. 

According to the 
embassy there are S3 
Swiss firms in Egypt — 
many of them joint ven- 
tures — employing near- 
ly 10.000 people. 

Three companies — 
Holderbank, Nestle and 
ABB — are to enter the 
country this year or to 
expand their existing 
business activities. 

Holderbank has signed 
a deal with the Egyptian 
fi rm ' Orascom to builcT a 
cement factory in the 
northern city of Suez at 
an estimated cost of 1.2 
billion pounds ($400 
million), the diplomat 
said. 

The factory is expected 
to begin operations at the 
end of 1997. 

Holderbank and Oras- 
com will each own 40 
per cent of the factory 
with the remaining 20 
per cent held by Egypt- 
ian banks and private 
investors. 

“The most astonishing 
thing is that the Holder- 
bank majority sharehold- 
er. the Schmidheiny fam- 
ily, which built cement 
factories at Helwan (near 
Cairo) at the turn of the 
century, had vowed never 
to return to Egypt after 
they were national ised in 
1961," the diplomat said. 


Nestle, which has been 
operating in Egypt for 
eight years, is also plan- 
ning to bolster invest- 
ment here “substantially 
in 1997 but the total cost 
of the investment will 
remain secret until the 
deal is finalised," the 
diplomat added. 

The giant food manu- 
facturer owns three fac- 
tories in Egypt making 
ice cream and soup and 
has already invested 80 
million pounds ($24 mil- 
lion). 

The Swiss subsidiary 
of ABB, a Swiss- 
Swedish electrical engi- 
neering giant, also has 
“huge” projects slated 
for 1997 in Egypt, where 
it already owns five fac- 
tories, employs 1,500 
people and has invested 
$300 million. 

Meanwhile, two big 
names in Swiss banking 
— Union des Banques 
Suisses (UBS) and Soci- 
ete des Banques Suisses 
(SBS) — are planning to 
join Credit Suisse in 
Egypt. 

“The economic crisis in 
Switzerland is forcing 
Swiss firms Lo seek bus£ 
ness abroad and privati- 
sation in Egypt is 
encouraging them to 
come here." the diplomat 
said. 

“The number of poten- 
tial consumers in Egypt 
climbed from five mil- 
lion a decade ago to 15 
million today,” he added. 

Switzerland is the third 
largest investor in Egypt. 
The United States and 
Britain hold first and 
second place respective- 
ly while Panama comes 
In third position because 
a large number of Egypt- 
ian expatriates use it to 
channel investment back 
home. 


Iraq negotiating 
post-embargo 
oil contracts 


U.S. oil firms 
seek exploration 
deal in Jordan 


NICOSIA (AFP) — Iraq is 
arranging contracts with 
Russian, Indian, Malaysian 
and Chinese companies for 
oil exploration and produc- 
tion after any lifting of the 
U.N. embargo, the weekly 
Middle East Economic Sur- 
vey (MEES ) reported Mon- 
day. 

Iraq has already initialled 
an agreement with 
Malaysia’s Petronas for 
exploration and production 
in one. of eight blocs in the 
southwest of the country 
between the Euphrates River 
and the borders with Jordan, 
Kuwait and Saudi Arabia. 

Russia's Lukoil said 
Wednesday in Moscow it 
would sign a $3.8 billion 
contract to participate in the 
development of the West 
Quma field in southern Iraq, 
the largest field in the coun- 
try with reserves estimated at 
19 billion barrels of oil. 

Surface facilities at the 
field were “badly damaged 
and pillaged in early 1991 


following desen storm,” the 
weekly newsletter said, 
referring to the U.S.-led 
campaign which ousted Iraqi 
troops from Kuwait in the 
Gulf war. 

Once the agreement is 
signed, the Lukoil-led con- 
sortium, which includes 
Zarubezhneft and Machi- 
noimport, could let other for- 
eign firms handle some parts 
of the project, according to 
MEES. which is published in 
Nicosia. 

MEES also said negotia- 
tions between Baghdad and 
an Indian consortium have 
reached an advanced stage 
on jointly developing a bloc 
of the southeastern Halfaya 
field whose reserves are esti- 
mated at four billion bairels, 
with a potential production 
capacity of 220,000 barrels a 
day. 

The consortium includes 
the Indian state-owned Oil 
and Natural Gas Commis- 
sion and privately owned 
Reliance Industries" Ltd 


AMMAN (R) — U.S. 
oil firms Huber Energy 
and Medallion Explo- 
ration are jointly negoti- 
ating with Jordan to 
explore in a 5.000 
square kilometre area 
near the border with 
Saudi Arabia, an official 
said Tuesday. 

Khalid A1 Shayab, 
director of Jordan's Nat- 
ural Resources Authori- 
ty, said he expected the 
two firms to clinch the 
accord to explore the 
concession in the 
Sarhan area next month. 

Mr. Shayab told 
Reuters the U.S. firms 
had arrived at an initial 
agreement on general 
principles of the terms 
of the deal with Jordan, 
including agreement on 
oil and "gas production 
sharing. 

But he declined to say 
how much money the 
companies would be 
committed to invest and 


how many exploration 
wells they would drill 
under the expected 
agreement. 

Two other U.S. Firms 
Anadarko Petroleum 
Corp. and Trans Global 
Resources, who signed 
production sharing 
accords last year, were 
getting ready to develop 
their concessions, Mr. 
Shayab said. 

Trans Global Reso- 
urces has an eight-year 
concession to drill for 
oil in the Dead Sea and 
Wadi Araba region. Jor- 
dan's deal with 
Anadarko commits the 
U.S. firm to spend $20 
million in a 17,000 
square kilometre area 
in the northeastern 
region. 

Jordan does not pro- 
duce oil in commercial 
quantities but produces 
850.000 cubic metres of 
gas daily for electricity 
generation. 
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VALUE OPEN 
TRADED PRICE 
JD 


CLOSE CHANGE 
PRICE 



BANK SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX! 294.92 XCHC: - 


2-830 1.830 JOR FRENCH 1NSUR. 


INSURANCE SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 120.04 


O.04 


10.42 


1.B30 

1.450 

JOR. ELECTRIC PWR. 

11.0 

7.55 

1.600 

l.OBO 

NATL. PORTFOLIO 

9 

0.00 

3.720 

3.130 

ARAB INTL. INV. ED UC. 

14.3 

5.52 

1.220 

.960 

ZARKA EDUCATION 

9 

0.00 

2.250 

1.690 

UNIFIED CO. 

11.1 

4.76 


SERVICE SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX! 112. S2 *CHG: 


3.730 3.060 JOR. CEMENT FACT. 19.6 

3.600 2.710 JOR. PHOSPHATE MINES 3S.7 

10.4D0 0.720 JOR. PETROL. REF I WART 10.0 

7.300 6.250 JORDAN TANNING 6.7 

7.950 6.420 JOR. WORSTED KILLS 8.9 

4.580 3.040 ARAB PHARM. KANF. 19.8 

6.600 5.650 . JOR. CERAMIC IKD. 8.2 

2. 310 1.570 JOR. PIPES HANFCT. 8-9 

7.350 4.250 OAR ALDAWA DV.INV. 12.6 

5.800 3.130 ARAB ALUM. IKD . 8.8 

.960 .450 LIVESTOCK S POULTRY q 

1.020 .540 NATIONAL INDS. 9.9 

3.730 2.130 HATL. CABLE HIRE. K? AC 14.3 

1.240 .670 JOR. SULPEO-CHEM q 

1-670 1.080 ARAB PHARM. CHEM. 26-4 

3.130 1.440 UNIV. MOON. INDS. 5.1 

1.930 1.140 JOR. INDS. RESOURCES 16.4 

1.350 .840 JOR. NEW CABLE CO. 25.3 

1.380 l.OBO INTL. TOBACCO 29.6 

1.540 .930 UNION CH. G VEG- 24.6 


INDUSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 116-03 *CBGi 


GRAND TOTAL INDEX: 153.39 *CHG: 



132 87014 


215 172113 


MARKET SHARE PRICE LIST POR TUSEDAY 


JOR. TRADE FAC. 

ZARA FOR INVESTMENT 
UNION INV. 50* 

ARAB Fill -INVEST - 
JOR TOURIST TRANS. CO 
JOR . INDS .MATCH- JEMCO 
ARAB FOOD G MED. ‘ 
NATL. CHLORINE 
ARAB INTL. INV. TRD. 
NATL. TEXTILE 
NATL .MULT. ENG. NAM ICO 
KAYZAK DIES & MOULDS 
JORDAN STEEL 
MIDEAST PHARM. 75/ 
UNION TOBACCO 75* 
PAZI PHARM. 65* 

INDS. ENG. 

INDS. CERAMIC 
NATL. POULTRY 
KID. EAST COMPLEX 



.53 

1.45 .0« 

.72 
.44 

33.50 1.60 


GRAND TOTAL 
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Sports 


Gascoigne in doubt for World 
Cup qualifier against Italy 


GLASGOW (AFP) — 
England and Rangers mid- 
fielder Paul Gascoigne was 
to undergo an X-ray for an 
ankle injury that could pur 
him in doubt for the World 
Cup clash against Italy in 
February. 

Gascoigne was flown 
back to Glasgow on 
Monday night after damag- 
ing his ankle in a collision 
with Ajax goalkeeper 
Edwin Van Der Sar in the 
European iix-a-side tourna- 
ment in Amsterdam. 

The player needed crutch- 
es to help him limp away 
from the Dutch capital and 
the Ibrox club immediately 
scheduled in an X-ray on 
his left leg. 

Even if there is no break, 
the injury appeared serious, 
and with England coach 
Glen Hoddle naming his 22- 
man squad for the Wembley 
clash with Cesare Maldini's 
new-look Azzurri on 
Thursday it was the last 
thing he needed. 

Gascoigne’s injury was 
the second massive blow of 
the day for Hoddle. who 
could be without as many as 
seven likely choices. 

Tottenham striker Teddy 
Sheri ngham was ruled out 
of the Italy equation when 
he broke down on the first 
day back in training after 
his ankle injury. 

Sheri ngham limped away 
pan-way through the ses- 
sion and Spurs boss Geny 
Francis admitted: “It's bad 
news for England and it’s 
not too good for me either. 

“I know it would be nice 
to see him playing for 
England and for me. 
Unfortunately these things 
happen.” 

Sheringham’s absence 
means Hoddle is definitely 
without three men. with for- 
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Glasgow Rangers forward Paul Gascoigne (R) duels for the ball with Ajax defender 
Danny Blind during the first stage of the Euro 6’s - six -a-side soccer tournament in 
Amsterdam. Ajax won the opening match 6-2 (Reuters photo) 

mer skipper David Platt terday. but is nowhere near Wimbledon Wednesday, 
[hamstring) and Everton match-fit after his knee But with Beckham's 

wing-back Andy problem. United team-mate Phil 


mer skipper David Platt 
(hamstring) and Everton 
wing-back Andy 

HinehelifFe (cruciate liga- 
ments) also missing. 

Another Spurs man. 
Darren Anderton. yet to 
play for Hoddle, made his 
first steps along the recov- 
er}' road by playing 45 min- 
utes of a practice match yes- 


The news got slightly bet- 
ter for Hoddle on Tuesday 
morning when Manchester 
United manager Alex 
Ferguson said he hoped 
Beckham could be fit 
enough to play against 


Wimbledon Wednesday. 

But with Beckham's 
United team-mate Phil 
Neville still recovering 
from glandular fever. 
Hoddle's options are grow- 
ing increasingly limited for 
a game in which victory 
would make England red- 
hot favourites to qualify for 
France 98 by right. 


Zoff to manage Lazio for now 


ROME (AFP) — Ajax 
Amsterdam's Louis Van 
Gaal and Sampdoria’s 
Blackburn-bound coach 
Sven Goran Eriksson 


are being tipped to take 
over next season at 
Lazio, after the sacking 
of Zdenek Zeman. 

Club president Dino 


FURNISHED 

SUPER DELUXE PENTHOUSE 

FOR RENT ( IN A TWO STOREY VILLA ) 


AREA 330 SQ METERS AND 150 SQ. M TERRACES, 
3 BEDROOMS (ONE MASTER) SITTING ROOM WITH 
FIRE PLACE. DINING ROOM AND SALON, FULLY. 
FITTED KITCHEN, TELEPHONE / FAX AVAILABLE 
ALL FLOORS ITALIAN MARBLE UNDER FLOOR 
HEATING. PARKING AVAILABLE. AND STORAGE 
ROOM AT BASEMENT, CONCIERGE AND LIFT. 
LOCATION: 

ABDOUN. CLOSE TO HOUSING BANK. 
PLEASE CALL OWNER AT TEL 857888 
FROM 9- 11 AM /3- 6 PM 


Zoff, who coached 
Lazio from 1990 to 
1994 before moving up 
to the boardroom, will 
manage the side until 
the end of the season 
and try to haul them out 
of a cnsis. 

Last weekend's 2-1 
home defeat to Bologna 
left Lazio ever closer to 
the relegation zone, 
after a season of failure 
in UEFA and Italian Cup 
competition. 

Among the possible 
candidates being tipped 
for the permanent job at 
the helm of Lazio are 
Van Gaal. who has long 
made it clear he wants to 
leave Ajax Amsterdam 
at the end of the season. 

Eriksson is similarly 


leaving Sampdoria, 
although his current 
destination is 

Premiership stragglers 
Blackburn Rovers, 
while anther option is 
Claudio Ranieri, whose 
days are believed to be 
numbered at Fiorentina. 

Another possibility is 
Zoff himself. Italy's leg- 
endary goalkeeper and 
member of the 1982 
world cup winning 
squad. 

The 54-year-old did 
not achieve great things 
with Lazio, but he guid- 
ed Juventus to Italian 
Cup and UEFA Cup suc- 
cess during his two sea- 
sons from 1988-90. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WTTH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH H1RSCH 




WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.1 - Neither vulnerable, as South 

you hold: c 

»K5 C72 0AQJ92 *KJ54 Tbcbidl 

SOUTH 


A Crystal Touch From Italy 


Office & House Furniture. 
Available Duty Free. 


3 @IYANIA 


'ftf’W.fMulJJlEW 



SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 
l> Pan IP Pew 

What do you bid now? 

Q. 2 - Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: ” 

«EJ 73 PAS 0AQJ92 *K6 

The bidding has proceeded: 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 
1* Pass U Pass 

What do you fad now? 

Q.3 - Neither vulnerable, ss 
South you hold: 


cKQJlOTfi* «• *4S 
Your right-hand opponent opens 
the bidding with chib dub. What do 
you bid now? What at 


*53 CK7 OK J 9 8 7 *AJ72 

The bidding has proceeded: 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 

10 Pass 39* Pass 

j 

*fbraag 

What do yon bid sow? 

Q.5 - Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

AAK874 CA 107 0«S *K9S 

wfra'te ^soura" west 

U Pan 1* Pan 

2* Pan ? 

What do you bid now? 

Q. 6 - Neither vulnerable, as 
South yon hold: 

*Q 10643 95 OK 74 +Q6 53 


NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST 
IV SO 7 
What action do you take? 


Q. 4 - Neither vulnerable, as 
South you bold. 1 


Look for answers an Monday. 


Jordan Times, Wednesday, January 29, 1997 

Dane Olsen takes up new challenge at Ajax 


COPENHAGEN (R) — Morten 
Olsen, the former Danish interna- 
tional who is to replace Louis Van 
Gaal as coach of Ajax Amsterdam 
next season, is a passionate perfec- 
tionist with clear ideas on how soc- 
cer should be played. 

‘Tootball should not just be result- 
oriented,” the Belgium-based coach 
told Reuters in a telephone inter- 
view. “The game has gone off ar the 
wrong tangent in recent years. Far 
too many trainers practise excessive- 
ly defensive and cautious strategies.” 

“It is not just a question of win- 
ning, it is the way you do it. As a 
coach I want to be able to sit back 
and enjoy my team playing good. 
positive soccer/’ 

“I want to work with a club with 
the right philosophy, a place where 
football is alive. - 

Ajax certainly fit that bill despite 
their poor league form this season. 

They became European champions 
in 1995 and were beaten finalists last 
season, playing fluent exciting foot- 
ball with an exciting young side nur- 


Davenport 
shows gold 
medal 
form 
in Tokyo 


TOKYO (AFP) — 
Olympic champion 

Lindsay Davenport pow- 
ered her way past Taiwan’s 
No. 1 Wang Shi-ting in the 
first round of the ATP 
women's tennis tourna- 
ment here Tuesday. 

The 20-year-old from 
California, runner-up at the 
$965,000 tournament here 
two years ago, took die 
first five games in a row on 
her way to a 6-1. 6-2 victo- 
ry- 

“It’s a very fast court 
Luckily, we had three days 
to practice and I felt I. hit 
the ball very well Today,” 
said Davenport the World 
No. 9. 

Wang double-faulted on 
important points — giving 
the American break points 
in the second and fourth 
games and another on the 
American’s advantage 
point to go down 2-3 in the 
second set. 

Wang had four break 
points throughout the 
match, but each time, dav- 
enport forced an error to 
save them and wrapped up 
the 50-minute match when 
Wang hit another forehand 
too long. 

Thai wild card entrant 
Tamarine Tanasugarn 
earned a re-match against 
Davenport when she 
defeated Australian Open 
doubles champion Natasha 
Zvereva 6-2, 6-1. 

The 19-year-old Thai 
advanced to the Australian 
Open third round to move 
up to her career highest at 
57th, but crashed to 
Davenport taking only one 
game off the American. 

Dutch power-server 
Brenda Schultz-Macarthy, 
the eighth seed, had a 
tough time beating 
Ruxandra Dragomir of 
Romania 5-7, 6-4. 6-2, 
while Japan’s No. 1 Ai 
Sugiyaraa struggled to beat 
French qualifier Alexia 
Dechaume-Balleret 7-6 
(7/2), 6-7 (2/7), 6-4. 

In other matches. 
American Kimberly Po 
downed Katarina 

Studenikova of Slovakia 6- 
4, 6-1, while compatriot 
Lisa Raymond edged past 
Seda Noorlander of the 
Netherlands 7-5, 6-7 (3/7), 
7-5. 

Gloria Pizzichini of Italy 
was a 7-6 (7/4), 4-6, 7-6 
(7/5) winner over Japan’s 
Rika Hiraki. 


rured by the hugely successful Van 
Gaal. 

But their appointment of Olsen is 
something of a surprise. 

The 47-year-old performed illustri- 
ously on the football pitch, playing a 
record 102 games for Denmark, but 
his managerial career has so far been 
mixed. 

As coach at top Danish side 
Brondby, where he was in charge for 
two years, Olsen crafted a side 
which reached the semifinals of the 
UEFA Cup — the best achievement 
of a Danish club in European com- 
petition. 

In 1992 he moved to German side 
Cologne. After four seasons in 
charge and without a trophy to his 
name he was sacked in late 1995. 

Shortly before his appointment at 
Ajax Olsen told Danish television he 
wanted to become a leading club 
trainer again after an 18-month peri- 
od in the cold. Olsen is still some- 
thing of a hero in Denmark, despite 
his absence from the domestic foot- 
ball scene since 1989. 


He began his playing career at 
Vordingborg, before moving to 
Nykoebing, both in south-west 
Denmark, and then to Cercle 
Brugge, racing white Derek 
Molenbeek and Anderlecht in 
Belgium before ending his career as 
a player at Cologne. 

He became captain of the Danish 
national team in 1983. contributing 
to Denmark’s first ever qualification 
for the European Championship in 
France in 1984. 

He captained Denmark at the 
Mexico World Cup in 1986. helping 
to place the team firmly among the 
world football elite. 

His swansong with the Danes was 
a 4-0 victor}’ over Brazil in a friend- 
ly in Copenhagen in 1989. in which 
he scored from a penalty. 

Olsen's club performances abroad 
were also distinguished. 

While he was at Anderlecht they 
twice won the Belgian championship 
and in 1983 won the UEFA Cup by 
beating Benfica 1-0. 



Phoenix Suns point guard Kevin Johnson (L) tries to dribble around Miami Heat 
guard Voshon Lenard January 27. The Heat won 125-97 (Renters photo) 

Heat erupt to beat Stiffs 125-97 


MIAMI (R) — AIodzo Mourning scored 10 
of his 20 points in the first quarter as the 
Miami Heat posted their most points of the 
season in their first home victory over the 
Phoenix Suns. 125-97 Monday. 

Tim Hardaway had 21 points and 10 
assises for the Heat, who never trailed and 
shattered their previous season high of 1 1 1 , 
set in double overtime at Sacramento on 
November 22nd. 

“We shot 63 per cent Man, somewhere 
along the way we’ve got to botrle that” 
Miami coach Pat Riley said. ‘The best thing 
about the whole game was that we bounced 
back from a tough loss yesterday (at New 
York). It was a great win.” 

“That was just a good old-fashioned 
spanking,” Suns coach Danny Ainge said. 
‘They were good. We couldn't stop them in 
the post. Their 63 percent was just a direct 


result of us not playing tough defence." 

Loren Meyer had 18 points for the Suns, 
who had won their first nine visits to Miami 
arena. 

At Golden State. Latrell SprewelJ had 33 
points and 1 1 assists and Joe Smith added 
30 points to lead the Golden State Warriors 
a 122-97 victory over the Vancouver 
Grizzlies. 

The Warriors made 20 consecutive free 
throws and finished 35-for-37 from the foul 
line. 

Rookie Shareef Abdur-Rahira scored 22 
points and Anthony Peeler added 21 for the 
Grizzlies, who have lost five straight and 15 
of their last 17 games. Vancouver fell to 0- 
2 under new coach Stu Jackson. 


Philippoussis ruled out 
of Davis Cup tie 

SYDNEY (R) — Australia's hopes of upsetting holders France in the Davis Cup first 
round next month suffered a blow Tuesday when top singles player Mark 
Philippoussis was ruled out because of injury. 

Philippoussis has failed to recover from the tendinitis in his right forearm that forced 
his withdrawal before the start of this month’s Australian Open in Melbourne. 
Australia Davis Cup captain John Newcombe said. 

Sandon Stolle was called into the squad as Philippoussis' replacement to face the 
French on grass at white city in Sydney. 

“it was too risky to try Philippoussis' aim (in a) best-of-five set matches on grass.” 
Newcombe said. 

“You go out and ny to play too early on an arm injury and it could put you out for 
a long time. He’s obviously pretty disappointed but he's just hoping that it's not some- 
thing dial’s going to linger/' Newcombe said. 

Stolle, ranked 52 in the world, joined Pat Rafter and doubles specialists Mark 
Woodforde and Todd Woodbridge in the squad for the match between February 7-9 
Jason Stoltenberg, a seraifinalist on grass at last year’s Wimbledon, is also unavail- 
able for the tie because of a wrist injury. 

“I think this match is a really honest 50-50 call." Newcombe said. “France are the 
defending champions — they're going to fight like tigers to protect that “ 

France, who beat Sweden 3-2 to win the Davis Cop last month, will' choose their 
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NEW YORK (Agencies) — 
Super Bow] XXXI was the 
highest-rated telecast in 
Fox Network history and 
the fourth most-watched 
Super Bowl of ali time, the 
network said on Monday. 

The 35-21 victory by the 
Green Bay Packers over the 
New England Patriots on 
Sunday received a 43.3 
national household rating 
and a 65 share, with an esti- 
mated 128.9 million people 
watching all or part of the 
game. 

Tve always said the 
Super Bowl would be a 
defining moment for the 
Fox Network,"’ Fox sports 
president David Hill said. 
“Given the ratings perfor- 
mance, that’s exactly the 
way it turned out." 

The only Super Bowls 
with larger audiences than 
Super Bowl XXXI were 
Super Bowl XXX (Dallas- 
Pittsburgh) with 138.5 mil- 
lion Super Bowl XXVm 
(Dallas-Buffalo) with 134.8 
million and Super Bowl 
XXVII (Dallas-BufTalo) 
with 133.4 million. 

Fox’s previous most- 
watched programme was 
the NFC championship 
between Dallas and San 
Francisco on Jan. 15. 1995, 
which drew an estimated 
audience of S5 million. 

Seven of the top eight 
most-watched programmes 
in U.S. Television history 
are Super Bowls. 

Green Bay welcome 



Green Bay Packers All-Pro defensive end Reggie White salutes fans during a rally at 
Lambeau Field in Green Bay, Wisconsin to welcome the Superbowl champions back 
home- The Packers defeated the New England Patriots 35-21, for their first NFL title 
since 1968 (Reuters photo) 


home champs 

Tens of thousands of 
Green Bay Packers fans 
artied in the cold and snow 
londay to mob the Super 
Bowl champs with a red- 


% 


hot welcome home parade 
and rally. 

*T feel like I’m in times 
square. It looks like New 
Year's Eve.” a local radio 
reporter shouted above the 
din as the motorcade carry- 
ing the team pushed its way 
through crowds choking the 
downtown section of this 
town of 96,000. 

The final destination for 
jubilant Packers players, 
who beat the New England 
Patriots 35-21 at New 
Orleans’ Louisiana 

Superdome Sunday night 
for their first NFL champi- 
onship in 29 years, was 
Lambeau Held. 

About 60,000 fans paid 


$5 each — some much 
higher to scalpers — to 
cram into the Packers’ 
home stadium for a formal 
welcome ceremony. Those 
tickets were sold out within 
minutes of when they were 
offered last week. 

A steady snow fell and 
temperatures hovered 
around 20 Fahrenheit ( -7 C). 
Schools were closed- Some 
fans celebrated all night 
inside and then outside 
local bars, but pollice 
reported very few prob- 
lems. 

People crowded streets 
and climbed into trees 
along the motorcade route, 
forcing buses carrying the 


team to take a snail’s pace. 
Confetti-making machines 
blew a paper blizzard from 
atop some buildings. 

Nearly every car radio 
aerial in town seemed to 
have sprouted packers flags 
— selling for $20 each — 
celebrating the team's tri- 
umph. 

"There’s no better place 
than the state of 
Wisconsin.” said a former 
resident who said he got up 
before dawn from his home 
in Iowa to drive to Green 
Bay. 

“It means the world,” 
added an other. “We’ve 
been waiting 30 years." 


West Ham have too many foreign 
players , says Bilic 


LONDON (R) — Croatian 
iSfcgiatiohaJ defender 
Slaven. Bilic says WestiBar*. 
United's Premier League 
position is “frightening" 
and thinks the club has too 
many foreign players. 

West Ham sit third from 
the bottom following an 
uninspired performance last 
Monday which saw them 
lose 2-0 to goal-shy Leeds 
United in front of an 
increasingly angry home 
crowd. 

On Saturday, things got 
even worse as the club suf- 
fered a humiliating home 
defeat, this time at the hands 
of Second Division giant- 
killers Wrexham, ending 
their English Football 
Association Cup (F.A.) 
hopes in a third round 
replay with a goal in the 
90th minute. 

Manager Harry Redknapp 
said afterwards he would 
resign if the chairman want- 
ed him to. The board, tradi- 
tionally supportive of its 
manager, has yet to make a 
decision. 

The supporters, who had 
clearly lost patience with 
West Ham’s appalling 
record — one win in 15 
matches, and only one goal 
scored in the last five — 
flooded the pitch at the end 
of the game and United in a 
chorus of “sack the board”. 

Fans plan to distribute 
15,000 red cards among the 
crowd at next Wednesday’s 
game against title con- 
tenders Arsenal in a bid to 
reinforce their protest. 

Redknapp has faced criti- 
cism as his controversial 
strategy of buying foreign 
players over local talent has 
yet to pay dividends. 

At one point this season 
West Ham had 1 1 overseas 
players on their books, more 
than any other club in the 
country, with eight playing 
for the first team, but the 
influx has failed to bring 
success. 

Portuguese striker Paolo 
Fume arrived last July only 
to quit in November with a 
knee injury while' Romanian 
internationals Hie 

Uwnitrescu and Florin 
Raducioiu showed only 
brief flashes of form and 
failed to slot effectively into 
the club. 

Bilic, 28, said of the two 
Romanians, “They didn’t 
fettle in... I don’t know who 
is to blame." In a veiled crit- 
icism he added:: “If vou are 


a good player you have to 
be capable of playing any- 
where." 

Dumitrescu has since 
been sold to Mexican club 
America Ciudad while 
Raducioiu — a star of the 
1994 World Cup — has 
failed to hold down a first 
team place. 

The failure of Redknapp’s 
foreign gamble has left 
West Ham with a lame 
attacking force underlined 
by the fact that the club’s 
top scorer with five goals 
this season is Julian Dicks, a 
defender. 

West Ham have a strong 
tradition of fostering local 
talent from east London so 
Redknapp ’s strategy has 
proved controversial. Bilic 
said the change was due to 
budget limitations and the 
influence of big business in 
the game. 

“We foreign players were 
cheaper and he thought us 
better” Bilic said. 
Redknapp has always 
argued that his limited bud- 
get went much further 
abroad. 

Although Bilic supports 
the principle of bringing in 
players he considers “bigger 
stars ” he said: “The nucleus 
should be from England and 
we should build with for- 
eigners... My personal view 
is that there are too many of 


us. 


Strangely 

Saturday’s 


engugh. 
game .^saw 
Redknapp revert to type, 
playing Frank Lampard and 
Rio Ferdinand, both local 
talents. They turned in good 
performances creating plen- 
ty of chances, albeit wasted 
ones. 

To add to the fans’ frustra- 
tion. the club’s board con- 
tinues to deliberate on 
accepting an offer of eight 
million pounds ($13 mil- 
lion) from multimillionaire 
investor Michael Tabor. 

Bilic likened the state of 
English soccer to that of the 
Italian game 10 years ago 
when the lure of big money 
contracts and the prestige of 
playing in what was per- 
ceived as the world’s best 
league resulted in a huge 
influx of foreign players. 

He had this to say about 
English soccer today: “It is 
much quicker than Italian 
which is better tactically but 
the same technically. In 
England there is much less 
space, you have to move 
quickly.” 

Bilic, nicknamed “super- 
Slav” by his teammates, 
arrived at Upton Park in 
January last year and has 
proved a great asset to the 
club. 

His talents shone through 
last Monday's game when 


he rattled the Leeds cross- 
bar with a , ferocious, shot 
frohi. jUSt outside thie area.’ 
While being a pillar of 
strength in defence, Bilic is 
prone to fruitful strikes into 
the opposing half and his 
height has made him a force 
to be reckoned with in the 
air. 

“I have settled down real- 
ly well,” he said. “I am 
enjoying it very much.” 

Bilic, who is a law gradu- 
ate, had wanted to come 
and play in London ever 
since he had visited while 
representing his home team 
Hadjuk Split against 
Tottenham in the 1991 
UEFA Cup. 

He said he had been wel- 
comed by the fans, and 
added that the feeling was 
mutual. 

“They are very passion- 
ate." he said, and added that 
he enjoyed the family 
atmosphere at the club, 
something he had not 
encountered in his 
European experience. 


Slaney at 38 looking to win 
at Millrose Games 


NEW YORK (R) — Mary Decker Slaney hopes it will be 
like old times when America’s best women's middle-dis- 
tance runner competes at the Millrose Games next week for 
the first lime since 1989. 

“I want to come and do my very best and my very best in 
my mind is to run fast as well as win, and at this point my 
training is indicating that ’hey I can do this.’ and 1 wont to 
do this," Slaney said at a track writers' luncheon in a tele- 
conference call Monday. 

Slaney. 38. will run against a stellar group of milers at 
Madison Square Garden February 7 in a bid to add to her 
1982. ‘83 and ‘85 titles at that distance in the famed indoor 
meet 

The assembled field features 1992 Olympic 1,500 metre 
champion Hassiba Boulmerka of Algeria, defending 
Millrose champion Kathy Franey and *1995 champion 
Angela Chalmers of Canada. 

But Slaney, the holder of 10 U.S. Indoor and outdoor 
records, including the indoor and outdoor mile marks, is 
feeling primed for all challengers after a series of strong 
road race wins in the last six weeks. 

“1 plan on going out and run my race, and at this point, 
everything that I have been doing indicates that 1 can run 
between 4:20 and 4:25 and if I have a really good night then 
I can run under 4:20,” said Slanev. from her home in 


Eugene, Oregon. 

According to meet director Howard Schmertz. the last 
person to even break the four-minute. 30-second mark in 
the Millrose mile was Paula lven of Romania in 1989 with 
a 4:23.72 clocking. 

“The first thing you want to do in a race is win and l sup- 
pose at this point I’m being a little bit greedy because I 
want to win and run fast " said Slaney. 

“Part of that is because it is Millrose and that I haven’t 
been there for a long time and who knows when I will be 
back." she said. 

Slaney has been hobbled by long list of leg and foot 
injuries* and even asthma throughout* her career, but recent- 
ly has been running free of pain which has convinced her to 
return to the Millrose Games where she made a memorable 
debut as a California schoolgirl by winning the 1,000-yard 
race in 1 974. 

“Over the last few years when I have been hurt, injured, 
sick. 1 thought that if I ever got healthy enough that I could 
run at least one indoor racer it would be Millrose." Slaney 
said. 

“1 would nor have come if 1 didn't feel like I would be in 
good shape and very, very, and very competitive.” Slaney 
said. 

“I couldn't be happier.” 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


PSG agree to super cup switch 

PARIS f AFP) — Paris Saint Germain, the Cup Winners Cup holders, agreed on Monday 
to switch the second leg of their Super Cup tie with European Cup winners Juventus on 
February 5 to Palermo from Turin. Jean-Francois Domergue. PSG’ s managing director, 
said that Paris had agreed after Juventus voiced fears that because the Italian side were 
leading 6-1 from the first kg that nobody would turn up to the match — and they can 
count on good support from their supporters clubs in Sicily. The Italian side, who are 
awaiting permission from UEFA to switch the tie, also agreed to pay Paris compensation 
for the changing of the venue. 

Baiul offers to undergo alcohol counselling 

HARTFORD (AFP) — Olympic ice-skating champion Oksana Baiul offered on Monday 
to undergo alcohol abuse counselling and perform community service to avoid trial on 
charges of drunk driving. Baiul. 19. and her two lawyers made the offer in a brief court 
appearance, one of the few times she has ventured into public view since a car accident a 
few kilometres from her home in nearby Simsbury January 12. The judge said he would 
announce his decision on February 5. Baiul, from Ukraine, is two years below the legal 
drinking age here. Her blood-alcohol level was .168, above the .1*0 minimum level for 
intoxication understate law. Her green Mercedes skidded and slid off the road and she was 
taken to a hospital in Hartford suffering from a concussion and needing a dozen stitches 
to a scalp wound. 

Dosedel comes in for Ulihrach 

PRAGUE ( AFP) 'Slava Dosedel will replace- Bohdan Ulihrach in the Czech Republic 
team for the World Group Davis Cup clash against India from February 7. Ulihrach. 21, 
refused to sign a contract for the match with the Czech Federation unless he was guaran- 
teed to play in the singles. The Czechs will be captained by Vladislav Savrda and Dosedel 
joins Petr Korda, Jiri Novak and Martin Damm. The match will be played on an indoor 
cJay-couit at Pribam. about 50kms south-west of Prague. 

Sampras sets tour points record 

MONTE CARLO (R) — American Pete Sampras set a record for the highest number of 
points in the world tennis rankings with 5,774 following his win at the Australian Open, 
the ATP Tour said Monday. The previous record was set by fellow American Andre Agassi 
with 5,652 points on August 28, 1995. 

S. Korean province to bid for winter Olympics 

MUJU. South Korea (AFP) — South Korea's north Cholla province will bid to stage the 
2006 winter Olympic Games in Muju and Chonju, its governor said Tuesday. "We believe 
we are a serious contender since we have world-class facilities for winter sports in ideal- 
ly suited natural settings. Governor Ryu Jong-Geun said. He also highlighted the experi- 
ence of Muju and Chonju in the southern province of staging international events. The 
World Student Winter Games are currently being held here. Because the province has just 
completed brand-new facilities for the University Games, the province will not have to 
make a substantial new investment for the Olympics, he said. He added that any Olympics 
held in Muju and Chonju would be profitable. In a separate move, the government 
approved a bid by the southern city of Taegu to stage the summer university games in 
2001. on condition that the event only require minimum state funds. The host city for the 
2001 summer Universiade will be decided in August at a meeting of international sports 
officials in Italy. Taegu will be bidding against two rivals from the United States and 
Taiwan. 


Hamed 
manager 
objects to 
American 
referee 

LONDON (AFP) — A 
search for a neutral referee 
was underway on Tuesday 
after Nuseem Hamed’s 
camp objected to the 
choice for the world feath- 
erweight title unification 
fight with American Tom 
Johnson. 

Brendan Ingle, manager 
of the flamboyant British 
WBO champion, is calling 
for New Jersey official 
Rudy Battle to be replaced 
for the February 8 clash — 
because he is an American. 

“Brendan has asked for a 
neutral referee who is not 
from England. Europe or 
the United States.” said 
fight promoter Frank 
Warren ar Johnson's first 
pre-fight press conference. 

“Bank is an excellent 
referee, but this will have 
to be resolved one way or 
another in the next few 
days.” 

IBF champion Johnson 
said: “I'm not one to 
object, although my han- 
dlers might. 

“The point 1 would make 
is that if Hamed is saying 
he will beat me in two or 
three rounds, why make a 
big issue about the refer- 
ee?” 

Johnson dismissed an 
invitation from Hamed that 
the two fighters should 
agree to a winner-take-all 
instead of pocketing sepa- 
rate purses. 

The American respond- 
ed: “There are some things 
that are not worth an 
answer." 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

A brand now ground floor apartment consisting of three 
bedrooms, two bathrooms, salon and dining area, fully equipped 
American kitchen, garage, garden, brand new furniture used by 
owner. Location: Behind C-Town, between the 6th and 7th 
! Circles. Annual Rent: JD6.000 

Cali Tel: 623901 or 646940 between 9:00 am - 3:00 p.m. 



Capable of handling all secretarial duties, 
with a minimum of five years experience. 
Please call Tel. 5524177 


WANTED 

A YOUNG UNIVERSITY GRADUATE 

A foreign international company is looking to employ a 
young university graduate, age around 23 years, fluent in 
as many languages as possible, however, fluency in 
Arabic and English is a musL The successful candidate 
shall be trained by the company to become an 
international Irader. Location shall be probably In Amman, 
but training shall take place abroad. 

Applicants shall send a curriculum vitae with a phone 
number to the following address: 

P.O.Box B15409. Amman 11180 


BRITISH EMBASSY 
ANNUAL NOTICE TO ALL BRITISH 
CITIZENS LIVING IN JORDAN 

Have you registered with the British 
Embassy? if you are a British citizen and 
live in Jordan, please contact the British 
Embassy, Consular Section, in order to 
obtain a registration form. 

If you have registered during 1996, please 
confirm your continuing presence in 
Jordan by re-registering as soon as 
possible. Please also notify the Consular 
Section about any changes of address 
and/or telephone number. Such 
confirmation is in the interest of all British 
nationals in Jordan. 

If names are not re-registered within three 
months the Embassy will be obliged to 
consider that those concerned have left 
the country. The names will accordingly be 
deleted from the register. 

If you are a citizen of a Commonwealth 
country which does not have an Embassy 
or Consulate in Jordan, please ask the 
British Embassy, Consular Section, about 
registration formalities. 

The British Embassy is located in 
Abdoun, near the Orthodox Club, 
Telephone 823100. The Post Office 
Box Number is 87. 

The consulate is open from Sunday 
to Thursday 08:30-12:00 hours. 



The United Nations invites all interested parties to express their interest in 
bidding for the participation in the disposition of surplus or unserviceable 
supplies, equipment or other property of the United Nations Mission in former 
Yugoslavia, on "AS IS AND WHERE IS" basis. 

In considering the disposition of its assets the UN may, at its own discretion, 
choose sales arrangements through either an agent/broker who will act on behalf 
of the Organization, or to arrange for a direct sale. 

Once the UN has made a final determination on the diposition of its assets in 
Croatia and possibly in the UN Logistics Base at Brindisi, Italy, only companies 
registered as a result of this Request for Expression of Interest will be considered. 
Interested parties are requested to clearly express the area of their interest, i.e. 
direct sale or brokerage. In the case of brokers, they are requested to forward 
details of the services being offered along with the methodology they propose to 
adopt. Ail companies are also requested to forward their profile summary along 
with the latest annual financial statement. Deadline for submissions is set for: 

7 February 1997, 16:00 New York Time. No submissions after the above 
deadline will be considered or accepted. 

Please note that expression of your interest does not involve any commitment on 
the part of the UN. This Request does not constitute a contractual offer of any kind 
Please fax or mail us your statement of interest with the exact address, phone and 
fax number at: 

UNITED NATIONS 

PROCUREMENT & TRANSPORTATION DIVISION 
866 UNITED NATIONS PLAZA 
6TH FLOOR, ROOM A-6086 
48TH STREET AND FIRST AVENUE 
NEW YORK. NY 10017 
FAX NOS: (212F963-9866/6315 
a. ATTN: MR. ALEXANDER YAKOVLEV 



i2 News 


Jordan Times, Wednesday, January 29, 1997 



Baghdad sees 
April delivery 
of food under 


deal with U.N. 


BAGHDAD (AP) — Iraq’s 
trade minister said Tuesday 
that food under the U.N.- 
approved “oil-for-food" 
programme will not be dis- 
tributed until April, com- 
plaining bureaucratic U.N. 
procedures delayed the dis- 
tribution. 

The government had 
hoped to get extra rations of 
flour, rice, sugar and other 
commodities to the public 
in time for the feast next 
month that marks the end of 
the Ramadan. 

Trade Minister 

Mohammad Mehdi Saleh 
blamed the United Nations 
oversight committee for the 
delay, saying it would not 
approve food contracts until 
money from the sale of 
Iraqi oil was in the bank. 
Pumping began Dec. 10. 

That means the arrival of 
the first comma (of food) 
won't be until the end of 
February or beginning of 
March ... and we can’t dis- 
tribute food for the people 
unless there is at least one 
commodity sufficient for 
the whole population." Mr. 
Saleh said in an interview 
with the Associated Press. 

This means ’’the proper 
time would be April for 
distribution.’* he said. 

All of the country’s 22 
million people currently are 
eligible for monthly rations 
of cooking oil, flour, sugar, 
rice and tea that provide 
about one-third of the 3,000 
calories health officials rec- 
ommend for daily con- 
sumption. 

When the U.N. pro- 
gramme is : implemented. 
Mr. Saleh said'tbe quantity 
of flour, rice and sugar will 
be increased and lentils will 
be added to the package. 


raising the ration to about 
two-thirds of the recom- 
mended daily caloric 
requirement. 

“There is no animal pro- 
tein in the programme 
because of the limits of the 
money," Mr. Saleh lament- 
ed. He said the government 
would add eggs, cheese and 
meat if the United Nations 
‘‘hopefully increases the 
amount of money” Iraq can 
get under the programme. 

U.N. sanctions imposed 
after Iraq’s August 1990 
invasion of Kuwait prevent- 
ed it from selling oil. its 
economic mainstay. 

Shortages of food and med- 
icine aod high market prices 
have put necessities out of 
the reach of many Iraqis. 

The oil-for-food pro- 
gramme, approved by the 
U.N. Security Council last 
May, allows Iraq to sell $2 
billion in oil over six 
months to buy needed food 
and medicine. 

Mr. Saleh said Iraq will 
get about $1.32 billion of 
die proceeds, after funds are 
deducted to cover Gulf war 
reparations and U.N. 
expenses. Of this, about 
$260 million will be distrib- 
uted to the semi- 
autonomous Kurdish north. 

Nearly $1 billion will be 
spent on food, with about 
$210 million going for 
medicine and medical sup- 
plies. Smaller sums will be 
allocated for water purifica- 
tion, electrical system 
repair, agriculture and edu- 
cation. 

Mr. Saleh said the govern- 
ment was negotiating or had 
concluded dozens of food 
contracts. They involve- 


(Continued on page 7) 


Macarena dance linked to 
'Satan worship' — author 


CAIRO (AFP) — An 
Egyptian author claims to 
have discovered a link 
between the Macarena dance 
craze and Satanic rites per- 
formed by alleged devil wor- 
shippers here. 

Author Sayyed Mahruss 
made the claim Tuesday as 
Pope Shenuda III. head of 
the Coptic Church in Egypt, 
urged the authorities to 
impose the “sliftest" possi- 
ble sanctions against dozens 
of youths under investiga- 
tion for alleged “Satan wor- 
ship." 

Mr. Mahruss told the 
opposition A1 Wafd newspa- 
per that he had made the 
link to the Macarena during 
research for his recently 
published book on Satan 
worship. 

“During my research for 
the book 1 went to many 
discos, and 1 noticed that 
each lime they played the 
Macarena columns of smoke 
filled the discos and that the 
movements of the dance 
were part of salanic riles.” 
he said. 

“I asked a boy and a girl 
about these movements, and 
they told me they were 
Satan-worshipping rites," he 
said. 

Mr. Mahruss also claimed 
that “Satan worshipping” 
first emerged in Egypt after 


the signing of the Egypiian- 
Israeli peace treaty in 1979 
and Cairo's opening to the 
West “when European mag- 
azines and newspapers 
began flooding the market.’’ 

At that time, he said, many 
youths were invited to Israel 
by “Zionist organisations as 
port of efforts to maintain 
Egyptian-lsraeli friendship 
bonds.” 

“The young people 
returned from Israel with 
strange ideas and ways of 


dressing,” he said. 


AI Wafd also quoted Pope 
Shenuda III os calling for 
“the stiffest possible sanc- 
tions against Satan worship- 
pers” and saying that “athe- 
ism is the result of all sorts 
of corruption and alien- 
ations throughout history.” 

On Monday, Egypt’s 
mufti, Sheikh Nasr Farid 
Wassel. urged “Satan wor- 
shippers" to repent and said 
that otherwise, under Islamic 
law. they could be sentenced 
to death. 

Last week the Egyptian 
authorities dismantled a sect 
which urged “scorn for reli- 
gions and the veneration of 
Satan” police said-Police 
rounded up 76 youths aged 
between 17 and 20 and were 
still looking for 19 others, 
including the daughter of an 
Egyptian actress. 



TANNOUREEN 


TANNOUREEN RESTAURANT 


1$ HAPPY TO ANNOUNCE THAT IT’S 
VALUED CUSTOMERS WILL BE 
WELCOME FOR BOTH IFTAR AND 
DINNER AS OF 29/1/1997 AFTER A 
CLOSURE FOR MODIFICATION AND 
MAINTENANCE . 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 
& RESERVATIONS, 

PLEASE CALL TEL. 5515987 



J ORDANIAN-PALES TINIAN TALKS: His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
and Palestinian President Yasser Arafat on Tuesday chair Jordanian-Palestmian talks 
on the Middle East peace process and bilateral relations in Amman (photo by Yousef 
Allan) 


Shooting erupts as Lima police 
parade past hostage compound 


LIMA (AFP; — Gunfire 
rang out around the 
Japanese ambassador's res- 
idence as police put on a 
show of force around the 
mansion where rebels are 
holed up with 72 hostages, 
raising concern among 
Japanese authorities. 

The military’ parade that 
sparked the shooting came 
despite a call from Tokyo 
for Peru's police to end 
provocations around the 
Japanese embassy mansion 
where 52 Peruvians. 19 
Japanese and one Bolivian 
are held hostage. 

A short burst of gunfire 
was heard as dozens of 
troops circled the com- 
pound on Monday after 
Peruvian police in an 
armoured vehicle made 
obscene gestures, taunting 
the rebels inside. Tokyo 
again called for calm after 
this latest incident. 

Implicitly voicing dis- 
pleasure, Prime Minister 
Ryutaro Hfjshimoto made 
the request to Peru's 
President Alberto Fujimori 
in a telephone conversa- 
tion, government officials 
said. 

“We understand the need 
to tighten security- around 
the compound. but we 
would like you to ghe full 
con J rut ion so that pc due 
actioi do not bring about 
any unexpected situations." 
Mr. Hashimoto was quoted 
as telling Mr. Fujimori. 

The scene was calm if 
noisy early Tuesday as 
huge speakers placed just 
outside the embassy com- 
pound resounded with mili- 
tary music for 30 minutes 


from 6:00 a.m. (1100 
GMT). The guerrillas 
reacted by blasting rebel 
songs in the other direction 
over loudspeakers. 

“I'm worried whether 
irritation among the terror- 
ists would intensify due to 
moves by the special police 
unit.” Mr. Hashimoto told 
reporters Tuesday. “I’m 
calling (the Peruvian gov- 
ernment’s ) attention to such 
moves.” On Monday after- 
noon, as military music 
blared, one tank, three 
armoured troop carriers, a 
pickup and about 100 heav- 
ily armed police from a 
special operations unit 
marched around the com- 
pound for about two hours. 

Martial music poured 
from speakers piled three 
metres high that had been 
installed around the white 
walled compound around 
midday, ad. 

Two rebels could be seen 
watching from a window of 
tiie home. One rebel in a 
sfecond floor window 
flashed two fingers in a “V” 
for victory. 

But midway through the 
parade, a short burst of 
gunfire rang out as police 
in an armoured troop carri- 
er waved obscene gestures 
at the rebels. 

Other heavily armed 
police, wearing bulletproof 
vests, threw themselves on 
the ground or crouched in a 
firing position. 

Police showed reporters 
the rear door of one troop 
carrier that was pocked 
with three bullet marks, but 
it was not immediately 
clear if they resulted from 


the shooting. 

“Everybody should calm 
down and let the desire for 
peace prevail,” the 
Peruvian bishops’ confer- 
ence said in a statement 
after the incident 

The leftist rebels are 
demanding the release of 
some 440 jailed rebels in 
exchange for the hostages. 
Talks have stalled since the 
government has refused to 
discuss any prisoner 
release. 

Mr. Fujimori's point man 
on the hostage crisis. 
Education Minister 

Domingo Palermo, 

announced shortly after the 
gunfire that a locale had 
been found for talks 
between the government 
and rebels holed up in the 
compound. 

He said that an armoured 
vehicle had been found to 
transport guerrillas to the 
talks. There was no imme- 
diate word as to. whether it 
was acceptable . ..to. -.the 
rebels. 

Despite Tokyo's implicit 
criticism, Japan's Foreign 
Minister Yukihiko Ikeda 
noted that the Peruvian 
government was making 
progress towards setting up 
a negotiating commission 
for rhe direct talks. 

“I see steady progress 
towards creating the com- 
mission ... I hope the 
MRTA rebels will make a 
positive response,” he told a 
press conference in Tokyo. 
Even before this latest inci- 
dent, Tokyo was worried 
about violence around the 
compound. 


Greece joins European 
drug row with Turkey 


ATHENS (Agencies) — 
Greece joined the diplomat- 
ic drug row with Turkey on 
Tuesday, saying it will give 
its European Union (EU) 
partners data on Ankara's 
alleged role in pushing hard 
drugs on Europe. 

“The drug trafficking 
problem, in whicb Turkish 
officials are implicated, is 
serious and we are getting 
involved with the topic.” 
said Greek government 
spokesman Dhhnitrios 
Reppas. 

“we have information on 
the issue that we will pre- 
sent to the responsible sec- 
rors of (he European Union 
and the problem will be 
raised at the Council of 
Europe meeting on general 
affairs in February," he said. 

The Greek allegations 
come on the heels of state- 
ments by a German judge 
and a British government 
minister which suggested 
that Turkish government 
was involved in drug traf- 
ficking. 

In one instance. Foreign 
Minister Tansu Ciller, who 
in her past job as prime 
minister favoured closer 
Turkish relations with the 
EU and continued good ties 
with the West, has been 
cited in particular. 

Turkey strongly denies 
any government involve- 
ment in the illicit drugs 
trade, saying it alone 
accounted for 40 per cent of 


all heroin seizures in the 
world in the past year. 

Mrs. Ciller left Monday 
for Rome to meet European 
colleagues. 

Costas Bikas, spokesman 
for Greek Foreign Minister 
Theodhoros Pangalos, said 
a memo on “elements gath- 
ered by the Greek govern- 
ment” will be put forward to 
EU members. 

Relations between Athens 
and Ankara, never warm, 
deteriorated in recent weeks 
after Turkey threatened to 
intervene in Cyprus if the 
Greek-backed government 
in Nicosia deployed Russia- 
made missiles. 

Earlier, Greek Public 
Order Minister Yeoryios 
Romaios denounced 
‘Turkey’s role in the pro- 
duction and trafficking of 
heroin for Europe." 

Monitoring schemes and 
sanctions should be put into 
place, he added. 

“Our country has stressed 
on many occasions in the 
EU Council of Ministers 
and international organisa- 
tions the role of Turkey in 
the production and traffick- 
ing of heroin towards 
Europe,” he said. 

He cited a report from the 
Europol police liaison 
agency that claimed that 
“70 per cent of heroin in 
Europe came from Turks” 
and that “more than 1,100 
Turkish drug traffickers 
were arrested in EU coun- 


tries in 1995.” 

“EU countries have acted 
late, but they have finally 
understood Turkey’s role in 
the production and traffick- 
ing of drugs,” he said. 

He referred to accusations 
by Britain's Deputy Home 
Minister Tom Sackville, 
who claimed in a Turkish 
television interview that 
members of the government 
in Ankara were involved in 
drug trafficking towards 
Britain. 

Earlier a German judge 
raised the same type of alle- 
gation, but specifically 
mentioning Mrs. Ciller, 
who has since raised the 
matter with German coun- 
terpart Klaus Kinkel, 

Later this week Mrs. 
Ciller is to see Mr. Kinkel 
and the foreign ministers of 
Italy, Britain, France, and 
Spain to review ties 
between Turicey and the 
European Union, now pass- 
ing a difficult stage. 

“We want to ensure that 
the gap between Turkey and 
Europe does not become too 
wide," a senior European 
diplomat said in Rome. 

“We are hoping that this 
meeting will be accompa- 
nied by a blast of warmth 
and good feeling that 
Turkey at last feels it is 
being taken seriously,” the 
diplomat added. 

The five are likely to urge 
Turkey to lower the heat 
over Cyprus. 


Israeli soldiers under 
orders not to shoot at 


Jew shooting at Arabs 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Israeli 
troops in Hebron are under 
orders never to open fire on 
Jewish civilians, even if 
they see them shooting at 
Arabs, an Israeli human 
rights group said Tuesday. 

The Betselem group said 
it learned about the open- 
fire orders from a sergeant 
in the army reserves, a 
lawyer by profession, who 
was .among the Israeli 
troops in Hebron being 
briefed by the commander 
of the region. “Colonel 
Gadi.” 

The open-fire orders first 
came to light in 1994, after 
a Jewish settler, Baruch 
Goldstein, shot and killed at 
least 30 Muslim worship- 
pers in the Ibrahimi 
Mosque in Hebron. 

An officer in the paramil- 
itary border police told a 
commission of inquiry into 
the mosque massacre that 
he could not have stopped 
Mr. Goldstein even if he 
bad been present during the 
attack because standing 
orders barred troops from 
shooting at Israeli civilians. 

The army later said the 
orders had been corrected, 
but Betselem said Tuesday 
the latest evidence suggest- 


ed no changes were made. 

The latest shooting inci- 
dent in Hebron occurred on 
New Year's Day when an 
off-duty soldier, Noam 
Friedman, opened fire on 
Palestinian shoppers, 

wounding five. Friedman 
stood just a few metres 
away from an Israeli array 
post, and emptied an 
ammuni tion clip before he 
was jumped and overpow- 
ered by an Israeli soldier. 

Betselem noted that if an 
Arab fires on a Jew in 
Hebron, Israeli soldiers 
have orders to shoot with- 
out hesitation. The group 
urged the army’s judge 
advocate general Uri 
Shoham, to change the open 
fire orders and investigate 
“Colonel Gadi.” 

“Troops cannot be given 
the impression that the life 
of a Jewish attacker is 
worth more than those of 
the people he is shooting 
at,” Betselem wrote in a let- 
ter to Brigadier General 
Shoham. 

Ahmad Tibi, an adviser to 
Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat, said the open-fire 
orders are "immoral, racist 
and dangerous.” 


'Abu Marzouk drops bid 
against U.S. extradition' 


TEL AVIV (AP) — A 
Hamas leader jailed in the 
United States has decided 
to drop his fight against 
extradition to Israel where 
be faces raorder and con- 
spiracy charges, an Israeli 
daily said Tuesday. 

The Yediot Ahronot daily 
said Musa Mohammad Abu 
Marzouk, a 45-year-old 
Palestinian, is expected to 
be extradited within two 
months to, Israel which -has 
accused him -of financing 
and planning attacks 
against Israelis. 

Hamas is a militant group 
opposed to the Israel- 
Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) peace 
agreements. Dr. Abu 
Marzouk has said he was a 
leader of Hamas’ political 
wing, and has denied any 
control over terrorist 
actions. 

Yediot said U.S. prosecu- 
tors have informed Israeli 
officials of Dr. Abu 
Maizouk’s decision to stop 
fighting his extradition. 

Israeli officials had 
assumed Dr. Abu Marzouk 
would try to drag out legal 
proceedings in the United 
States as much as possible 
to avoid extradition, and 
were surprised by his deci- 
sion, Yediot said. 

Yigal Palmor, a 
spokesman of Israel’s for- 
eign ministry, said he was 
not aware of any informa- 
tion from the United States 
reaching Israel that Dr. Abu 
Marzouk would be extradit- 
ed soon. 

An Abu Marzouk trial in 
Israel could cause new 
complications in the peace 


talks between the 
Palestinians and Israel's 
hardline government. 
Hamas has threatened to 
carry out new suicide attack 
if Dr. Abu Marzouk stands 
trial in the Jewish state. 

The Palestinian National 
Authority demanded that 
Dr. Abu Marzouk be extra- 
dited to areas under its con- 
trol. Hanan Ashrawi, a 
member of the Palestinian 
cabinet said Tuesday she 
recently received a call 
from Dr. Abu Marzouk’s 
wife. 

“She (the wife) told me 
she was hoping that he 
could be extradited back- to 
Palestine. I told her I would 
cry to help in the issue,” 
said Ms. Ashrawi, adding 
that she did not know 
whether Dr. Abu Marzouk 
had decided to drop his 
fight against extradition. 

KhaJed Kidreh. the 
Palestinian attorney gener- 
al. said Tuesday that Dr. 
Abu Marzouk “has not 
given up his fight for extra- 
dition to Israel." 

Mr. Kidreh said Dr. Abu 
Marzouk was willing to 
leave the United States “on 
condition that he comes to 
the Palestinian territories.” 

Mr. Kidreh said the PNA 
would do everything it 
could to bring Dr. Abu 
Marzouk to the autonomous 
Palestinian areas, but had 
not decided whether he 
would be put on trial in a 
Palestinian court. 

Hamas is the PNA’s most 
serious political rival, but in 
recent weeks the two have 


(Continued on page 7) 


'El Al plane that crashed 

in 1992 carried missiles' 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — An Israeli cargo plane which crashed 
into an Amsterdam housing block in 1992, killing about 70 
people, was carrying missiles and uranium, the Israeli 
newspaper Yediot Aharonot reported on Tuesday. 

The newspaper said the Boeing 747-200 cargo aircraft 
belonging to the state airline El AI had military spare parts 
and several sidewinder air-to-air missiles in its hold at the 
time of the accident 

The newspaper said the presence of the arms on board 
caused a powerful explosion on impact and helped explain 
the extent of damage caused to the high-rise housing com- 
pound which was occupied mainly by immigrants 

A spokesman for El AI confirmed that the plane was car- 
rying “military spare parts” but categorically denied that 
anyjiiussiles or explosive materials were in the consign- 

i&T ”° of «•*—-- 

Mr. Klemman also denied Yediot allegations the olane 
was carrying 400 to 600 kilogrammes ofradiractivf 

living near the crash site. 

Deplated uranium is used to provide balance in th~ 
wings of virtually all aircraft built in the world," he said 
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Workers facing 
layoffs win $46 million 


JACKSON, Michigan (R) — 
A group of Michigan factory 
workers who woe preparing 
for impending layoffs report- 
ed to work as usual on 
Monday, even after a lottery 
ticket they bought won a $46 
million jackpot on Friday. 
Shirley Johnson said she and 
her 16 previously unlucky co- 
workers would continue “to 
work until we get our pink 
slip.” Kellogg Industries Co., a 
surgical and orthopaedic sup- 
plies plant in Jackson, 
Michigan, that was scheduled 
to close in June, notified its 85 
workers last November that it 
would close the 90-year-old 
factory and transfer produc- 
tion to a newer plant in 
California. Two weeks ago, 
some of the workers formed a 
lottery club and bought 19 
tickets for Friday's “big 
game” multi-state lottery. 


Menem wants powerboat 
champion in congress 


BUENOS AIRES (R) — 
Aigentine President Carlos 
Menem said he was propos- 
ing world powerboat champi- 
on Daniel Scioli to stand for 
congress for the ruling 
Peronist Party in mid-term 
elections in October. Menem 
described Scioli as “a sports- 
man who has triumphed at 
home and abroad and made 
the Argentine flag fly proud- 
ly” The 39-year-old Argentine 
has won six world titles in 1 1 
years' racing, despite having 
to compete with one false arm 
since 1989, when he lest his 
right arm in a race. Menem 
said the party was free to 
accept or not his choice to 
head the list of candidates for 
the dumber of deputies for 
Buaaos Aires. 


Royal yacht plan too 
taxing for Britons 


LONDON (R) — Britons 
oppose by a margin of three to 
one the government’s plan to 
fund a new royal yacht from 
taxpayers' money, according 
to an opinion poll. An ICM 
poll in the Guardian newspa- 
per asked people if they 
approved or disapproved of 
tiie government’s decision to 
spend 60 million sterling 
($100 million) of public 
money on a replacement for 
the present royal yacht, 
Britannia. In reply, 72 per cent 
said they disapproved, with 
only 24 per cent approving. 
Britannia is on its lak voyage 
before being taken out of ser- 
vice after 44 years. 


Conservatives 
plan to privatise 
UJC taxmen 


LONDON (R) — Britain’s 
ruling Conservatives are 
drawing up plans for the pri- 
vatisation of the tax- rawing 
Inland Revenue, the Guardian 
newspaper said The Guardian 
said the plan, which would 
involve die sale of 450 tax 
offices and the introduction of 
private contractors to assess 
tax returns, was being pre- 
pared for the Conservative 
election manifesto. Prime 
Mi ni ster John Major wants to 
hold the election on May 1. 
The privatisation is aimed at 
raising 250 million S terling 
($402 million) a year, the 
paper said. The Guardian said 
the plan would mean job loss- 
es at tile Inland Revenue, 
which employs 60,000 peo- 
ple. 


Dog robbed 




SALINE, Michigan (AP) — 
Customers at Harry's sendee 
stanon delighted in tipping 
Charlie, a 7-year-old golden 
retnever trained to take bills 
and deliver change. But some- 
one broke in recently and raid- 
ed an estimated $ SO to $100 
in a jar set aside for Charlie’s 
rips. “Nothing else was taken,’’ 
manager Rick Parsons said 
Jf week. “Probably some 
kids.” Parsons’ father, Hany, 
said Charlie has been a public 
relations windfall and a paw 
print even appears on credit^ 
card receipts. “When some- 
one gives you a $20 bill for 
foeir gas, they’re generally 
pleasant." he said “But when 
they give it to Charlie, they’re 
downright happy.” 
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